GLPCI 1996 REGISTRATION
Name

Street Address

City_
St/Prov._ Zip/Postal Code

Phone Number

Chapter Affiliation

Do you want us to reserve a hotel room for
you? OYes - Double? Single? ONo

Attendees: No. of Adults__
No. of Children: (ages 1-5)__
(ages 6-12)
(ages 13+)__

0 Complete Conference Package
$175.00 for each adult and $75.00 for each
child.

0 Banquet Only

$50.00 for each adult and $25.00 for each
child.

Total Registration Cost $

Payment Enclosed$

Minimum Deposit of $50.00 per person is
nonrefundable.

Make Checks Payable to: GLPCI 1996

QviISA QM\C #

Exp. Date

Signature

Please mail the completed form to:
Minnesota Families, GLPCI 96
PO Box 11970
St. Paul, MN 55111-0970

“A _u>_<___.<“

.—-<<O Oor more persons

who share resources,

share responsibility for decisions,

share values and goals

and have commitments to one another over
a period of time.

The family is

that climate that one comes home to;

and it is that network of sharing
and commitment

that most accurately describes
the family unit,

regardless of blood,

legalities,

adoption

or marriage."

The American Home Economics Associa-
tion

o
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Gav &
Leseian Parents Coaurtion
INTERNATIONAL

Minnesota Families, GLPCI 96, PO Box
11970, St. Paul, MN 55111-0970
(612)924-3049

199

17th Annual GLPCI &
COLAGE
Conference

July 4th-7th, 1996

A conference for Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender and Gay Parents,
their Children, Friends and Family.

Hosted by

Minnesota Families

Regal Hotel, Minneapolis
Minneapolis, Minnesota




Tue CoaLimion

The coalition and conference are open to all
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
individuals involved in parenting roles. This
includes partners, children, current and/or
former spouses, aspiring parents, support-
ive and interested family and friends. The
chapters and individual members of the
Coalition are united in love and support for
our families and our dedication to improving
the lives of our families.

THE CONFERENCE

Minnesota Families will be your host for the
17th Annual Gay and Lesbian Parents
Coalition International (GLPCI) and Children
of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere
(COLAGE) Conference at the Regal Hotel
Minneapolis in downtown Minneapolis, July
4th - Tth, 1996. The conference will be
composed of three related sub-conferences.

The Parent’s Conference: for those
who are parents, co-parents, partners or
who function in a parenting role and those
who wish to become parents.

The Young Adult Conference: for
children of G/B/L/T parents ages 13 and
over.

The Children’s Conference: for children
of B/G/T/L parents between the ages of 6
and 12.

Child care will be available for children
under the age of 6.

Each conference will feature workshops,
guest speakers, special events, entertain-
ment, and much more.

MINNESOTA,

A Well Kept Secret
Minneapolis, the City of Lakes, St. Paul and
the State of Minnesota offer a variety of
major family entertainment attractions:
The Mall of America & Knott’s Camp
Snoopy, Valley Fair Amusement Park,
The Minnesota Zoo, the new Minnesota
Children’s Museum, and The Science
Museum of Minnesota. In addition, Minne-
sota offers wonderful access to lakes and
rivers around the state and right in town that
offer outdoor entertainment, canoe trips,

camping and hiking. %

Tue Recar Hore,

MINNEAPOLIS
The conference will be held at the Regal
Hotel located in downtown Minneapolis. It is
ideal for our families and special needs.

For reservations, call
1-800-522-8856.

The hotel has many amenities, including
pool, sauna, kids play area and exercise
room.The hotel is located on the world
famous Nicollet Mall where you can enjoy
shopping at Dayton's, Nieman Marcus,
Saks Fifth Avenue and many other fine
shops. Several major theaters (both stage
and screen), museums and parks are within
walking distance.

HOTEL FEES

The cost of the hotel will be $55.00 plus
tax flat rated on a daily basis regardless of
how many are in a room. Reservations can
be made for you through this application or
by contacting the hotel directly. The cost of
the room is not included in the conference
fees and must be payed for separately.

CONFERENCE FEES

Adults $175.00
Children $ 75.00

These fees will include the following:
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinneron
Friday

Breakfast, Lunch, and Banquet on
Saturday

Brunch on

Sunday

All
Workshops

A $50.00 nonrefundable deposit is due with
registration. Half of the balance is due on
February 1, 1996, with the remainder due
on April 15, 1996. No refunds will be
issued after June 1, 1996. Registrations
received after June 1, 1996, will be ac-
cepted on the basis of space availability
only.

Banquet Only
Adults $50.00
Children $25.00

All inquiries should be addressed to:
Minnesota Families GLPCI 96
PO Box 11970
St. Paul, MN 55111-0970
For additional information, call

(612) 924-3049.
TRAVEL RESERVATIONS
For travel reservations, please contact our
official travel agency,

The Travel Company at

1-800-328-9131.
Request to speak with Dick Omann for
making arrangements to attend the 1996
Love Is In The Air GLPCI Conference and
he will help you in securing air transporta-
tion and/or other services.










Support and activism by and for
people with lesbian, gay, bisexual
and/or transgender parents.
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COMMUN
FRIENDSHIPS

ore than 10 million people in the United

different racial, ethnic, economic and religious
background. Some have 1 gay parent, others
have 5. Some also have straight parents. Many
were adopted or conceived by donor i
insemination. All are affected by hurtful laws and H
society’s prejudices. But our common bond—the m
experience of being children of LGBT parents—
connects us on a deeply personal level and
makes us the ultimate experts on LGBT family life.

States, people just like you, have lesbian,
gay, bisexual and/or transgender (LGBT) parents.
And that’s exactly why COLAGE (Children Of
Lesbians And Gays Everywhere) was created.

Whether you already know lots of other people

with LGBT parents or always thought you were the
only one, COLAGE is a source of friendship and
understanding. This a group where you can talk

about your family with complete honesty and pride
and that not only accepts you and your family, but
actually celebrates it.

Through COLAGE, you can build confidence and (11
community. COLAGE will give you the tools to ,
affect change for you and your family. Maybe
COLAGE is a well-respected and influential youth-
driven national organization that offers support
and activism by and for people with LGBT
parents. Our mission is to engage, connect and
empower people to make the world a
better place for all children of LGBT
parents and families.

even make a few friends.

COLAGE members range in age from
1 day to 100 years old. We live in all
50 states and come from every
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Opening Dialogue to Encourage Learning

Just For Us Publication

COLAGE's outstanding publication, Just For Us, features
articles written by people with LGBT parents and their
families. Frequent topics include school, religion, coming
out challenges, legal issues such as adoption laws,
marriage and other relevant topics.

COLAGE Resources

COLAGE's web site (www.colage.org) is loaded with
stories, resources and facts. Lists of recommended books,
videos, guides for making your school safer, action and
curriculum guides and other resources for both you and
your parents are available through COLAGE.

Visiblility Materials

COLAGE offers a variety of educational tools to raise
awareness about the diverse experiences of youth with
LGBT parents. These include the film, In My Shoes: Stories
of Youth with LGBT Parents, the Respect All Families poster
series, the That's So Gay art show and photo text exhibit,
and Focus on MY Family: A Queerspawn Anthology.

Academic Support

COLAGE offers several educational programs—
including the Lee Dubin Memorial Scholarship Fund,
which provides up to $1000 for students who have
demonstrated ability and commitment to affect change
in the LGBT community. COLAGE also offers seasonal
internships for students and young adults.

SEND ME information about the following
programs and activities.
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National and Local Events

Chapters

Pen Pal Program

Speak OUT/Advocacy opportunities
COLAGE materials and resources
Arranging for COLAGE speakers or trainers
Scholarship information

Job and internship opportunites

Joining the COLAGE board of directors
Volunteer opportunities

Host a COLAGE house party or fundraiser
Other

like to support COLAGE either financially or
through the donation of products or services.

._ﬂm_o_\mmmaoUcmmzmmmoﬂoﬁmozﬁo:o:}o»iosa #
= B 2 .”
Please contact me for additional information. |

COLAGE completely changed my life. It
was the first time | realized that | wasn’t
alone and that | wasn’t a freak. COLAGE
gave me hope that | could deal with any
situation and actually enjoy the fact that
my family is different.
- lan, AZ

There are many things that can help
change people’s perceptions of LGBT
families — like sitting down and talking
to a friend, to being involved in the
biggest demonstrations.

- Wes, GA

Some photos provided courtesy of Amber Davis, Dakota Fine and Jenny Laden

COLAGE
1550 Bryant St., Suite 830
San Francisco, CA 94103

415-861-5437 (KIDS) 415-255-8345
colage@colage.org * www.colage.org



YOURSELF

Organizing Youth to Make Change

Youth Leadership and Activism

COLAGE strongly emphasizes youth voices within the LGBT
and larger social justice movements. Programs such as the
Bay Area Youth Leadership and Action Program, and our
Youth In Action workshops at conferences and events give

youth a chance to develop their skills and advocate for
social change.

Advocacy
COLAGEs leadership and involvement in national, state
and local coalitions working for equality and justice

benefits our families. Our members take a leadership role
in fighting for LGBT family recognition, marriage equality,
adoption and safe schools. Additionally, COLAGE provides

fact sheets, amicus briefs and testimony in court cases
affecting children of LGBT parents.

Speak OUT Program

Speak OUT is a network of youth and adults who receive

training and support as activists and spokespeople.
COLAGE members are a powerful antidote to
homophobia, transphobia and intolerance. We build

awareness about the real experiences of people with LGBT
parents and counter the attempts to invalidate, demean,

or attack our families.

Speakers and Trainings

COLAGE members serve as LGBT family
ambassadors, speaking and training at both small
and large events around the country.

—

sj7

I’'m loving COLAGE cause | don’t feel
nearly as isolated as | used to.

| am an activist and like teaching other
people about what it’s really like to
have gay dads.
- Keott, MD

| discovered COLAGE for the first time
this year and it has been a major eye
opener to not only find other families
with queer parents, but to find such an
active and vibrant network of families.
- Pamela, NY

| consider an activist to be someone
who faces an issue head on and tries to
make a change in the world. In
COLAGE, we are all young activists. We
are showing pride in our families and
expressing our views.
- Morgan, CA

N

| AM A FRIEND OF COLAG
Membership Form

Name 1:  Parent Child  Adult Child

Name 2:  Parent Child  Adult Child

Name 3:  Parent Child  Adult Child

Name 4:  Parent Child  Adult Child

E-mail:
Address
City State/Prov
Zip/Postal Code Country
( )
Phone

/ /
Child’s First Name: Birthdate

/ /
Child’s First Name: Birthdate

_H_ Please sign me/us up to receive COLAGE NetNews (timely email updat

To help COLAGE do more good work, I've enclosed
my membership donation:

[ ] $35 - Individual [ $120
[ 1 $60 - Family [ ] $250

1 $50
EE

Please charge my: [ |visa [__] MasterCard

Name on Card:

Card no.:

Exp. Date:

Signature:

[_1 My check is enclosed.
(Please make your check/money order in US$ payable to COLAC

[ ] Monthly Donation ~ [_] Annual Donation

All members receive our publication, Just for Us.

3 { Mail to: COLAGE
& 1550 Bryant St., Suite 830

{ San Francisco, CA 94103
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Opening Dialogue to Encourage Learning

WiTH PEQPLE

Creating Community to Build Solidarity

SEND ME information about the following _
programs and activities. | Just For Us Publication
COLAGE'’s outstanding publication, Just For Us, features

Regional/Local Support

National and Local Events COLAGE provides peer support, education, youth

Chapters _ articles written by people with LGBT parents and their [ empowerment and friendship through more than 50 local

Pen Pal Program families. Frequent topics include school, religion, coming { or regionally based chapters. Each chapter is run

Speak OUT/Advocacy opportunities out challenges, legal issues such as adoption laws, independently, so programs and activities vary

marriage and other relevant topics. depending on the interests and needs of the community.

COLAGE materials and resources

Arranging for COLAGE speakers or trainers
COLAGE Resources

Iabundineritialeppanes _ COLAGE'’s web site (www.colage.org) is loaded with

Joining the COLAGE board of directors

Volunteer opportunities

Host a COLAGE house party or fundraiser

Other ,

Scholarship information Family Events
COLAGE, along with other family organizations, offers

stories, resources and facts. Lists of recommended books, annual summer Family Weeks as well as one-day and

videos, guides for making your school safer, action and weekend-long conferences and events. These events offer
curriculum guides and other resources for both you and youth and adults of all ages and their parents

your parents are available through COLAGE. educational, leadership development and community

Juooouuogguy

building workshops, as well as fun-filled activities and

Visiblility Materials

COLAGE offers a variety of educational tools to raise
awareness about the diverse experiences of youth with
LGBT parents. These include the film, In My Shoes: Stories

series, the That's So Gay art show and photo text exhibit,
and Focus on MY Family: A Queerspawn Anthology.

camaraderie for the whole family.

Pen Pal Program

COLAGE'’s pen pal program matches up pairs of kids
with LGBT parents so they can write to each other about
their experience. The program has fostered many life-
long friendships.

of Youth with LGBT Parents, the Respect All Families poster ‘
|
|

Academic Support , Online Community

COLAGE offers several educational programs— f COLAGE sponsors five e-mail discussion lists. These lists
including the Lee Dubin Memorial Scholarship Fund, ;_
which provides up to $1000 for students who have _
demonstrated ability and commitment to affect change ‘
in the LGBT community. COLAGE also offers seasonal _
internships for students and young adults.

provide members the opportunity to talk to peers who
share their experiences and can provide a supportive
ear or helping hand. The groups are primarily age-based:

¢ Elementary Age
* Middle School Under Age 14
| o Hi
Bl | represent a business or orga i ", | High School and College Aged

like to support COLAGE either financially or * Adult COLAGErs ages 22 and over
through the donation of products or services. * 2nd Generation
Please contact me for additional information.




@ E Community and activism by and for people with

lesbian, gay, bisexual, fransgender and/or queer parents
BAY AREA

June 3, 2009
Dear COLAGE Friends and Family,

On May 26™, our community took to the streets in protest of the California Supreme Court’s failure to
overturn Proposition 8, which eliminated marriage equality in our state. COLAGE Bay Area was
honored fo lead the march from City Hall to Yerba Buena Gardens. Joined by our families and friends
and followed by thousands of LGBTQ people and allies, we marched as an intergenerational
confingent. A nine year old COLAGEr started chanting “What do we want? Equality! When do we
want it? Now!" We joined him shouting these words and his face lit up at the power of his own voice.
This is the power of a movement of people with LGBTQ parents, this is the power of COLAGE. If you
support this power, please make a tax deductible contribution to COLAGE to help us continue this
vital work today.

On Decision Day, we were visible and vocal, proving once again that our families are beautiful,
strong, and valid, regardless of the law. Throughout the year, COLAGE Bay Area has provided
opportunities for youth with LGBTQ parents to find their voices and affirm that our difference is our
strength.

Please join COLAGE Bay Area this June in celebration of the love, complexity, and joy of having
LGBTQ parents. We have lots of great Pride-related events to attend, including our COLAGE Pride
Sign-Making Party on June 21+, a special screening of Off and Running with the film's star and
director on June 24, and the last group meeting of the school year for COLAGErs ages 8-12. Take to
the streets with us again on June 28 for the Pride Parade, then stop by the fabulous and fun Family
Garden for family-friendly activities all afternoon.

In 2009-2010, we plan to offer even more to our local community, continuing our monthly workshops
with 8-12 year olds and bringing back the Youth Leadership and Action Project for 13-18 year olds.
With a donation to COLAGE Bay Areaq, you ensure children of LGBTQ families gain the recognition,
respect, and rights every family deserves. Donate now at www.colage.org and note that your
donation is for the COLAGE Bay Area Chapter.

If you are a youth interested in our programs next fall, email monica@colage.org. If you are an adult
interested in volunteering this June (or beyond), please email or call me at 415-861-5437.

Thanks again for being so fabulous. Hope to see you soon!
In Pride,

Monica Canfield-Lenfest
COLAGE Bay Area Coordinator
Kids of Trans Program Coordinator

P.S. Keep in touch online! Sign up for our e-newsletter: www.colage.org/programs/advocacy/netnews.htm
Search for "“COLAGE Bay Area” group on Facebook. Visit our website: www.colage.ora/bayarea.
COLAGE Bay Area
415-861-KIDS (5437)
www.colage.org/bay area
monica@colage.org

1550 Bryant St. Suite 830 San Francisco, CA 94103



Join Bay Area in PRIDE this June!

Thursday June 18'", 7-9 pm. Adult Queerspawn Potluck

Join other adults (ages 18+) with LGBTQ parents for food, community, and fun!
San Francisco. RSVP for directions.

s$aturday June 20, 3:45-5:45pm. We Are Fﬂllli'y WOIIIﬂIOp

@ LGBT Center, 1800 Market 3T, SF
Learn about COLAGEr Pride and have fun with other 8«11 year olds! Join us for the last

meeting of the school year. We meet during OFC’s Mamas & Papas every 3" Saturday.

sunday June 21, 2-apm. COLAGE Pride Party

@ Embarcadero YMCA, 169 $teuart ST, SF
Join us for this festive annual event for youth, adults, and families!
We'll be making signs, playing games, and gearing up for the Pride Parade.

Wednesday June 24"", 6:30-9pm
Off and Running

$pecial Event
@ Variety $creening Room in the
Hobart Building of $an Francisco
582 Market $T at 2™ ST
Join COLAGE and Our Family Coalition
for a special evening with the director
and star of Off and Running, a new
documentary about a teen who was
trans-racially adopted by lesbian moms.
After the film, we'll have a panel of
youth, parents and community members
discussing family, adoption, racial justice
and more. Sliding scale $5-$20. No one
turned away.
For more information call 415-861-5437 or
email Meredith@colage.org.

Frameline33:s
The 33rd $an Francisco
International LGBT Film Festival

June 18 - 28, 2009
Visit www.frameline.org for full schedule and
tickets!

COLAGE is a proud community Sponsor of:
Free to Be...You and Me
Sunday June 21*, flam @ Castro Theatre
Free for ages 12 and under!
Join us for this family classic!

Off and Running
Saturday June 27", 2:15pm @ Roxie Theater
A must-see documentary film (see description).
To learn more about the film visit:
http://www.offandrunningthefilm.com/

sunday June 28"". $an Francisco Pride!
March with COLAGE and OFC @ 10am.
Visit our Family Garden, 12-5pm.

Come play at our annual family-friendly space at the Pride Festival.
Civic Center Playground at Larkin & Grove Streets.

SAVE the DATE: August 2009. East Bay Summer Family Event.

Co-Sponsored with Our Family Coalition.

Sign up for Bay Area Net News: http://www.colage.org
Calendar online at: www.colage.org/bayarea

Information, RSVP, or to volunteer, email monica@colage.org or call 415-861-5437



The LGBT
Children,
Youth and
Family
Collaborative

is a unique collaboration of
agencies that serve LGBT
youth and LGBT families and
their children.

The collaborative provides
workshops, social activities,
counseling and support, and
information and referral

- specifically focused on the

~ needs of LGBT families in the

San Francisco Bay Area.

CONTACT INFORMATION

COLAGE, CHILDREN OF
LesBiANS AND GAYS EVERYWHERE
3543 18th St. #1
San Francisco, CA, 94110
415-861-5437(KIDS),
www.colage.org

LYRIC
1800 Market Street, Suite 403
San Francisco, CA 94102
415-865-5614
www.lyric.org

Mamas & Papas
1800 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
jmf2@mindspring.com
www.mamaspapas.blogspot.com/

New Leaf
Services For Our Community
1853 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-626-7000
www.newleafservices.org

Our Family Coalition
870 Market Street, Suite 872
San Francisco, CA 94102
415-981-1960
www.ourfamily.org

SF LGBT Community Center
1800 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
415-865-5664 (Information)
415-865-5553 (Kid Space)
415-865-5560 (Youth Space)
www.sfcenter.org

Lesbian,
Gay, |
Bisexual
and

Transgender

Children,
Youth,

and

Family
Collaborative

W

FIRST5

= SAN FRANCISCO
| CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION




For The Each month, Our Family Coalition hosts Counseling for New Leaf Services
Family events in the San Francisco Bay Area Youth, Couples, for O.E Community
bringing LGBT families together. and Families provides professional

: . : mental health, support

Whether it's a Pajama Pizza Party, an Ice Cream . 4 IS
. = e % ; nseling is

Carnival or marching in the SF Pride Parade, our IR co abuse services. Counseling

: sliding-scale, affordable, accessible, clinically
_.mw.._.. a:.:_< events are a great way to meet other excellent and culturally competent.
families like yours.

For Youth COLAGE provides a variety of Mamasgli apas oaioup ISRLGET
ongoing groups for youth who have vmqmsﬁ.m and their children ages 5 and under.
one or more LGBT parents, including the Youth You will get to expand your circle of LGBT
o Jonily Leadership and Action Program, COLAGE Crew, ||| | nbs, stvap parenting
Goatirion COLAGE Middle School Group and Transgeneration. Mamas &Papas  tips, and hear from
Each provides youth an opportunity to connect to ; 903.3::_\2 e
others who have families like theirs, develop pride in people on schools, legal issues, and other .
their community...and have a lot of fun! ﬂo.b_nm af _:ﬁm_.‘mmﬁ o ._.Dw._.. tan i <m5
will get to build lasting friendships with
Youth 25 and under are welcome to drop in at other children growing in LGBT families.
The Center’s Youth Space and enjoy recreational, Free childcare is provided.
artistic and educational activities. Special structured
activities are also offered to youth 17 and under. Whether you need a referral to family counseling,
Referrals to city wide services are also given out. an LGBT-friendly doctor or a support group,
Inf ti our agencies are here to help
Family Each second Tuesday of the 3015. nrormation you with referrals in any way
w the Collaborative hosts an evening and Referral we can.
orkshop . I
Seories of workshops for the entire family.

All workshops are free and childcare
is provided in the SF LGBT Community Center’s KidSpace.

At the same time and location of the adult workshop,
COLAGE hosts an activity night or workshop for
youth ages 9-13 with LGBT parents. Past topics
include: How to find LGBT-friendly Child Care,
Creating a Family, and Positive Discipline.

Mamas&ZPapas - Kid Space The San Francisco LGBT

Community Center’s KidSpace
is free, on-site,
drop-in childcare available for children
and youths ages 0-13.
The goal is to create a safe, trusting
and challenging environment where
children are encouraged to
pursue new and familiar interests,
develop friendships, grow in
confidence and independence
and continue to develop respect
for themselves and others.
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Early Sponsors

Barefoot Wine & Bubbly
Al Baum

Susan Berston

California Teachers Association

Masen Davis

James Franklin

Gay-Straight Alliance Network

Hiball Energy
James C. Hormel & Michael P. Nguyen
Gary Knoblock
Senator Mark Leno
Marriage Equality USA
Nikki Mannes Consulting
Mom's the Word
Kate O'Hanlan, MD & Léonie Walker
Out & Equal Workplace Advocates
PFLAG San Francisco
James, Warren, & Cristopher Redman-Gress
Maureen Sedonaen
Oren Slozberg and Irwin Keller
The Sperm Bank of California
The Vibrant Group - Kevin Wakelin

Andrea Wachter

Community Partners

Castro Dads * BAYCAT * CUAV
Equality California * Frameline * GroundSpark
LYRIC * National Center for Lesbian Rights
Our Family Coalition * San Francisco LGBT Community Center
Transgender Law Center

Hosts

Rabbi Camille Angel * Clare Albanese & Amy J. Errett
Assemblymember Tom Ammiano * Supervisor Bevan Dufty
Jamison & Heidi Green * Staci Haines * Senator Christine Kehoe
Shannon Minter, Esq * Leslea Newman
Charlie Spiegel * Susan Stryker * Kevin Wakelin

For 20 years COLAGE has been the only national, youth-driven
network of people with a lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer
parent. Come join the celebration!

San Francisco
The Hamm'’s Building
1550 Bryant Street

Thursday, June 10, 2010
6:15 - 7:00pm Honorees Reception (Penthouse)
7:00 - 10:00Pm Party (Foyer)

Honoring

Kate Kendell
Executive Director of the National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR)

The Honorable James C. Hormel
Philanthropist and first openly gay U.S. Ambassador

Marina Gatto
COLAGE Youth Activist

Featuring

Emcee, Comedienne Diane Amos

The debut of our new short film Family Time
Chronicling 20 historic years of the LGBTQ family movement

Silent Auction. Entertainment. Cocktails. Buffet. Delicious Treats.
Tickets & Sponsorship

To purchase tickets, sponsor or donate please return
the enclosed card, visit www.colage.org or call 415.861.5437.
Sponsorship deadline June 1, 2010.

For 15% off Kimpton Hotel's best rate and a $25 per night dining credit
visit kimptonhotels.com/Igbt reservation rate code: PRIDE
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Contact Name:

Sponsor Name to be listed in print as:

E-mail: Phone: ( )

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip:

Event Sponsorship:
To be acknowledged at the event please sponsor by Tuesday, June 1, 2010. See www.colage.org for detailed sponsorship levels and
benefits.

$10,000 — (10) tickets [ $5,000 — (10) tickets $2,500 — (10) tickets

$1,000 — (8) tickets $500 — (4) tickets $250 — (2) tickets 1
& £

Please note that the Honorees

Individual Tickets:

$150 Honorees Reception & Party QTY: @ $150= $ Reception is not wheelchair accessible.
Please contact us if you require

$50 Party Only — ADULT QTy: @ $50=$ interpretation, or have any other needs.

$20 Party Only — YOUTH Qry: @ 9%$20=§

(under 18, must be accompanied by an adult)
Donation: $ Your donation will be used to help buy tickets for those who would not otherwise be

able to afford to attend our anniversary party — as well as to fund COLAGE's ongoing community leadership
and advocacy for people with a lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer parent.

Total Amount: § ' Check Enclosed Credit Card*

*Enter credit card information on reverse >



Credit Card Information:
Credit Card Type: (check one) [ Visa [ MasterCard [1 American Express

Credit Card #:

Sec Code:
Expiration Date:

Authorizing Signature:

Tank You!
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IN CELEBRATION!
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Monday, June 23rd

8:30 PM
the Cells
2050 u;,,m:i

Jortwnity for youth of LGBT families in our commu 5
Eai the :;?:& 5:3 :S , and the uniqueness t
Si S: ::::2: S ,,;\




Celebrate Pride Month with COLAGE

Saturday, June 7th *

LGBT Family Expo

10:00am - 3:00pm

The San Francisco LGBT Center, 1800 Market
Street @ Octavia

A public education and resource event for
LGBT families co-sponsored by COLAGE with
many other LGBT organizations and
businesses. :

For more info call Rachel at 510-410-8530

Sunday, June 8th *

East Bay Sign and Mask Making Party

1-3 PM

Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph Ave, Berkeley
Join the East Bay group to make signs, masks,
and other art for the Pride Parade. Even if you
can't march, you can help make signs and
banners for other COLAGE marchers. Enjoy fun
company and free snacks as well! Open to kids

of all ages with LGBT parents and their families.

Please RSVP to Meredith by June 4th, 2003

Tuesday June 10th *

Second Tuesday Family Series

7-8:30 PM

The San Francisco LGBT Center

1800 Market Street @ Octavia

Workshop for youth ages 9-13 with LGBT
Parents: Dealing with Divorce and Separation
Workshop for Parents: Effective Co-parenting
after a divorce or break-up.

Free childcare for kids under 9.Call 415-865-5553

That's So Gay: Art by Youth with LGBT Parents is made made possible by a grant from the SF Department

of Children Youth and their Families. Ongoing support for COLAGE Bay Area Youth Leadership and Action Program
provided by SF DCYF, SF Children and Families Commission, Haas Jr. Foundation, SF Foundation, Kicking Assets Fund of
the Tides Foundation, and all our donors and allies. Special thanks to Jill Shenker, collaborating artist.

Saturday, June 21st *

Gay Dads, A Celebration of Fatherhood

4-6 PM

364 Hayes Street, San Francisco

Meet the author of this new book that is hot
off the presses. Photo exhibit and book
signing. Plus refreshments and fun for the
whole family (including activities for children)
RSVPS requested: (415) 336-7585

Monday, June 23rd *

That's So Gay: Art by Youth with LGBT Parents
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Cellspace Gallery, 2050 Bryant Street

Sunday, June 29th *
San Francisco LGBT Pride
March with COLAGE!
Join our contingent and really show off your
pride. Fun for the whole family and kids of all
ages. Also, volunteers are needed for the
COLAGE booth to face paint, play
games, and share resources.

For more information contact
Meredith (unless otherwise
noted) at meredith@colage.org
or call 415-861-5437.

First Class
U.S.Postage
PAID
San Francisco, CA
Permit no.925




N
Support and activism by and for people with
lesbian, gay, bisexual & transgender parents

January 22, 2009
Hello friend!

Last November, a few days after the election, COLAGE and Our Family Coalition hosted a Post-
Election De-Brief in the East Bay. With three other COLAGE leaders, I facilitated a workshop
session focused on their experience of this historic 2008 election. Once we settled in and closed
the door, every single person in the room had one or more LGBTQ parent(s). We were able to
share our joy over President Obama’s election and our anger over the passage of Proposition 8.
The space we created that night —- COLAGEr-only space — was necessary and profound.

In over six years of organizing with COLAGE in various roles, this work has never felt more vital
for all of our families. I am honored with the opportunity to meet Bay Area families — youth,
adults, and LGBTQ parents — in this effort to create programming that empowers us to speak for
ourselves.

This spring, we are offering two monthly workshop series:

Stand UP, Speak OUT — A leadership series for youth ages 12-18 focused on public speaking
and media. Every 3" Sunday, 2-4pm at the Embarcadero YMCA. See enclosed flyer for details.

We Are Family — Community building series for youth ages 8-11. Held during OFC’s Mamas &
Papas (5-10) Group, this is a great opportunity to meet other LGBTQ families and have fun!
Every 3" Saturday, 4:30-6:30pm at the SF LGBT Center. See flyer.

Also, be sure to join us on March 24™ for our annual COLAGE Panel in the Rainbow Room at
the LGBT Center, 6-7:30pm. Come hear from the experts — teens and young adults with LGBTQ
parents — about what it’s really like to have LGBTQ parents. \

Check out the calendar for more events through May. We will send another mailing in a few
months with more information about Pride month activities.

Please RSVP for monthly workshops by email: monica@colage.org or phone: 415-861-5437.
Feel free to contact me with any questions or feedback!

In Pride,

Monica Canfield-Lenfest
COLAGE Bay Area Coordinator

p.s. — Check our blog: www.colage.org/bayarea for upcoming event details. Sign up for Bay Area
Net News at www.colage.org.

p.p.s. — Are you an ADULT with LGBTQ parents? Are you interested in hosting and/or attending

a potluck with other aduit queerspawn in the Bay Area? Would you volunteer a few hours each
month to work with youth? There are lots of ways to get involved! Email monica@colage.org.

Children Of Lesbians And Gays Everywhere
415-861-KIDS (5437)  fax: 415-255-8345
www.colage.org colage@colage.org

1550 Bryant St. Suite 830 San Francisco, CA 94103
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December 16, 2004

VIA U.S. MAIL

Dear Friend of COLAGE:

We write on behalf of COLAGE and the ACLU’s Lesbian & Gay Rights Project in
Northern California. We thought you might be interested in the many free resources that
COLAGE and the ACLU offer to LGBT parents and to children of LGBT parents. As explained
more below, COLAGE and the ACLU provide a variety of services that specifically address the
interests of LGBT parents and their children.

First, as the only national organization specifically working to engage, connect and
empower children, youth and adults with lesbian, gay, bisexual and/or transgender parents,
COLAGE has developed numerous programs designed to raise awareness about youth with
LGBT parents and our families while fighting homophobia and oppression. COLAGE’s
educational program includes trainings and workshops that are great for schools, churches,
community centers or the workplace. These workshops are led by young adults who
themselves have one or more LGBT parent and share their personal experiences providing a
powerful antidote to ignorance.

COLAGE also provides resource materials such as our “Tips for Making Schools Safer
for Students with LGBT Parents” to initiate dialogue within schools about making their school
safe for all students. Additionally, COLAGE has several visibility resources that are great tools
for highlighting the voices of youth with LGBT parents and countering homophobia and
harassment including a poster series, art show, and a literary anthology all of which were
created by youth with LGBT parents.

COLAGE also has a variety of programs specifically for youth with LGBT parents- ways
for them to connect to one another, share their experiences and challenges, gain leadership
skills and more. To learn more about all of COLAGE’s many programs for children, youth and
adults with LGBT parents, visit our website at www.colage.orag.

Second, as the nation’s foremost advocate of civil liberties, the ACLU may be able to
provide you and your child with legal help and advice. Each year, the Lesbian & Gay Rights
Project brings lawsuits in state and federal courts throughout the country. The Project's legal
“docket” is incredibly diverse and includes cases involving:

QUINN DELANEY, CHAIRPERSON | DONNA BRORBY, LUZ BUITRAGO, BOB CAPISTRANO MICHELLE WELSH, /ICE CHAIRPERSONS =~ NANCY PEMBERTON. "REASURER
DOROTHY M. EHRLICH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | BOB KEARNEY, ASSCC'ATE DIRECTOR | ALAN SCHLOSSER. _EGAL JIRECTOR | JAYASHRI SRIKANTIAH. ASSOCIATE LEGAL DIRECTOR
ANN BRICK, MARGARET C. CROSBY, TAMARA LANGE, JULIA HARUMI MASS, 5TAFF ATTORNEYS | MAYA HARRIS, RACIAL . USTICE SR0JECT DIRECTOR
CHER! BRYANT, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR | RACHEL SWAIN, COMMUNICATICNS CIRECTOR | MARK SCHLOSBERG, P0L.CE FRACT CES FOLICY DIRECTOR

STEPHEN V. BOMSE, GENERAL COUNSEL .

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION OF 0374234 Salis33aNi2
1063 MISSION STREET, SUITE 460. SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94103 | T/4715.221.2493 | F/415.255.1478 | TTY/413.353 7832 | WWW.ACLUNC.ORG
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Friend of COLAGE
December 16, 2004

Page 2

School harassment against students who have LGBT parents. In 2003, a 7 year old
boy was scolded in front of his classmates and sent to a school behavioral clinic for
explaining to another child that he had two mothers and that, “Gay is when a girl likes
another girl.” The ACLU immediately stepped in and demanded that the school expunge
the boy’s disciplinary records and to stop restricting him from talking about his family
with other students.

School harassment against students who are LGBT or perceived to be LGBT. Last
year, the ACLU in partnership with other civil rights lawyers settled a five year lawsuit
against the Morgan Hill Unified School District on behalf of six former students who
suffered severe harassment by their classmates because they were suspected of being
gay. As part of the settlement, the school district agreed to make extensive policy
changes, provide training for all district staff on how to appropriately respond to
harassment, and to pay a total of over $1.1 million to settle the suit. The ACLU is also
involved in dozens of informal efforts each year to resolve reports of school harassment
and discrimination. Many times, a letter from the ACLU reminding the school district of
its legal responsibilities will result in positive and voluntary change.

Parenting and adoption rights. The ACLU is on the forefront of litigation seeking
parenting and adoption rights for same sex couples. Currently, the ACLU is participating
as a “friend of the court” in three cases before the California Supreme Court concerning
the rights of LBGT persons under the Uniform Parentage Act. In addition, in September
of this year, the ACLU filed a petition requesting that the United States Supreme Court
strike down Florida law that bans gay people from adopting in that state.

Transgender rights. The ACLU was involved in two recent lawsuits, and is currently
investigating multiple other potential lawsuits, concerning the equal protection and
privacy rights of transgender persons. In one of the lawsuits, the ACLU is representing
an organization that was evicted from its building after complaints that its clients were
using the “wrong” bathroom. In the other suit, the ACLU participated as a “friend of the
court,” urging the court to find that sex discrimination includes discrimination against a
person for not identifying as the “right” gender.

If you think that COLAGE or the ACLU could be of help to your or your child, please do not
hesitate to contact one of us in confidence. The contact information for COLAGE is: Meredith
Fenton, 415-861-5437, meredith@colage.org. For the ACLU, the contact information is:
Christine Sun, 415-621-2493, x. 366, csun @aclunc.org.

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION OF :237-33% I., 313
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Friend of COLAGE
December 16, 2004
Page 3

Thanks for your time. We look forward to hearing from you. In the meantime, more
information about our organizations and the work we do can be found at: www.colage.org,

and at www.aclunc.org and www.aclu.org/getequal.

Sincerely,

Mo Difh jumh—

Meredith Fenton
Program Director
COLAGE

pr 7

Christine P. Sun

Staff Attorney

Lesbian & Gay Rights Project
ACLU of Northern California

[CS:Ic]
L:\Staff \CS\Letters\Colage 121604.doc
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? Community and activism by and for people with
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and/or queer parents
BAY AREA

June 3, 2009
Dear COLAGE Friends and Family,

On May 26, our community took to the streets in protest of the California Supreme Court’s failure to
overturn Proposition 8, which eliminated marriage equadlity in our state. COLAGE Bay Area was
honored to lead the march from City Hall to Yerba Buena Gardens. Joined by our families and friends
and followed by thousands of LGBTQ people and allies, we marched as an intergenerational
contingent. A nine year old COLAGEr started chanting “What do we want?2 Equality! When do we
want it2 Now!" We joined him shouting these words and his face lit up at the power of his own voice.
This is the power of a movement of people with LGBTQ parents, this is the power of COLAGE. If you
support this power, please make a tax deductible contribution to COLAGE to help us continue this
vital work today.

On Decision Day, we were visible and vocal, proving once again that our families are beautiful,
strong, and valid, regardless of the law. Throughout the year, COLAGE Bay Area has provided
opportunities for youth with LGBTQ parents to find their voices and affirm that our difference is our
strength.

Please join COLAGE Bay Area this June in celebration of the love, complexity, and joy of having
LGBTQ parents. We have lots of great Pride-related events to attend, including our COLAGE Pride
Sign-Making Party on June 21+, a special screening of Off and Running with the fim's star and
director on June 24, and the last group meeting of the school year for COLAGErs ages 8-12. Take to
the streets with us again on June 28t for the Pride Parade, then stop by the fabulous and fun Family
Garden for family-friendly activities all afternoon.

In 2009-2010, we plan to offer even more to our local community, continuing our monthly workshops
with 8-12 year olds and bringing back the Youth Leadership and Action Project for 13-18 year olds.
With a donation to COLAGE Bay Areaq, you ensure children of LGBTQ families gain the recognition,
respect, and rights every family deserves. Donate now at www.colage.org and note that your
donation is for the COLAGE Bay Area Chapter.

If you are a youth interested in our programs next fall, email monica@colage.org. If you are an adult
interested in volunteering this June (or beyond), please email or call me at 415-861-5437.

Thanks again for being so fabulous. Hope to see you soon!
In Pride,

Monica Canfield-Lenfest
COLAGE Bay Area Coordinator
Kids of Trans Program Coordinator

P.S. Keep in touch onlinel Sign up for our e-newsletter: www.colage.org/programs/advocacy/netnews.hti
Search for “COLAGE Bay Area" group on Facebook. Visit our website: www.colage.org/bayarea.

COLAGE Bay Arec

415-861-KIDS (5437

www.colage.org/bay arec

monica@colage.org

1550 Bryant St. Suite 830 San Francisco, CA 9410






Join Bay Area in PRIDE this June!

Thursday June 18'*, 7-9 pm. Adult Queerspawn Potluck

Join other adults (ages 18+) with LGBTQ parents for food, community, and fun!
San Francisco. RSVP for directions.

$aturday June 20, 3:45-5:45pm. We Are Family Workshop

@ LGBT Center, 1800 Markhet 3T, SF
Learn about COLAGETr Pride and have fun with other 8=11 year olds! Join us for the last
meeting of the school year. We meet during OFC's Mamas & Papas every 3™ Saturday.

$unday June 21, 2-apm. COLAGE Pride Party

@ Embarcadero YMCA, 169 $teuart 3T, SF
Join us for this festive annual event for youth, adults, and families!
We'll be making signs, playing games, and gearing up for the Pride Parade.

Wednesday June 24", 6:30-9pm Frameline33s
Off and Running The 33rd $an Francisco
$pecial Event International LGBT Film Festival

June 18 - 28, 2009

@ Variety $creening Room in the
Visit www.frameline.org for full schedule and

582 Market $T at 2™ ST tickets!
Join COLAGE and Our Family Coalition . .
for a special evening with the director COLAGE, BliRoucicommunitylSponsoror
. ree to Be...You and Me
and star of Off and Running, a new % Yo Th
documentary about a teen who was SIS o (I G Lm0 Ui
- : Free for ages 12 and under!
trans-racially adopted by lesbian moms. Join s for this family classic!
After the film, we'll have a panel of
youth, parents and community members Off and Running
discussing family, adoption, racial justice Saturday June 27", 2:15pm @ Roxie Theater
and more. Sliding scale $5-$20. No one A must-see documentary film (see description).

To learn more about the film wisit:

turned away.
http://www.offandrunningthefilm.com/

For more information call 415-861-5437 or
email Meredith@colage.org.

Sunday June 28'". $an Francisco Pride!
March with COLAGE and OFC @ 10am.
Visit our Family Garden, 12-5pm.

Come play at our annual family-friendly space at the Pride Festival. i
Civic Center Playground at Larkin & Grove Streets. _ |

SAVE the DATE: August 2009. East Bay Summer Family Event.
Co-Sponsored with Our Family Coalition.

Sign up for Bay Area Net News: http://www.colage.org
Calendar enline at: www.colage.org/bayarea
Information, RSVP, or to volunteer, email monica@colage.org or call 415-861-5437
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ISan Francisco
COLAGE Youth Leadership and Action Program (YLAP)- YLAP is a10 month program for.

all bay area youth ages 14-20 with LGBT parents and offers participants a chance to gain skills in activism, media,
public speaking, program development, and more. YLAP participants select a group action project to focus on for

the year. YLAP includes monthly meetings, special events and trainings, volunteer activities, and lots of fun!

Youth who participate in YLAP are eligible to earn a stipend. Past Projects have included the creation of the
That'’s So Gay art exhibit and In My Shoes documentary.

COLAGE Middle School Group - our monthly group for 6th-8th graders continues to

provide a safe and fun environment for youth with LGBT parents. Activities include field trips, sports
clinics, art projects, workshops, movie days, discussions, and more.

COLAGE Crew — Our monthly group for youth in 3r-5th grades. Activities include game days, movie mght, art projects,
mountain biking, ice-skating and more!

COLAGE Transgenerations —This is a peer support group for kids with transgender parents, ages 10 and up. It
meets every other month in San Francisco but is open to youth from the entire bay area.

East Bg!
COLAGE Crew

Our monthly group for youth in 3rd-5th grades. Activities include game days, movie night, art projects, mountain biking, ice-

skating and more!

COLAGE Middle School Group
BRAND NEW!!!' A monthly group for 6th-8th graders is a fun environment for youth with
LGBT parents. Activities include field trips, art projects, workshops, movie days, discussions,
and more.

|South Bay

COLAGE South Bay- Monthly events and activities for youth with LGBT Parents ages 10-14 at the Billy De Frank Center
in San Jose.

Entire Bay Area
COLAGE Speak OUT Progran

@. This program is for youth and adults with LGBT parents who are interested in speaking with the media, on panels, at pres
W:’; conferences and in their local communities in order to increase the visibility and understanding of LGBT families and
{"advocate for our rights. Participants are trained on media, public speaking and legislative advocacy.

Trainings and Panel:
Want to raise awareness in your school, workplace or community center? Bring COLAGE to do a workshop or
presentation. Trainings can be tailored to any audience and help make communities more welcoming to LGBT Families.

Special Events
Throughout the year COLAGE sponsors and co-sponsors many special events throughout the Bay Area including the Bowl-a-
Thon, Pride activities, workshops, Family Events, and more!

Bay Area Net News and Bay Area Website
BANN is a bi-monthly email newsletter that has all the information you need to stay up to date on Bay Area events and news. To
sign up visit www.colage.org. To find even more information on what’s going on in the bay area visit www.colage.org/bavarea/

For a schedule of events- get in touch!

COLAGE JOIN COLAGE!
. Your membership and participation means COLAGE can
3543 _18th Stre::et #1, San Francisco, CA 94110 continue to work with you and your
For more information about COLAGE Bay Area, please family to create a safe, just, and celebratory world for all our
contact Ember at 415-861-5437 x103 families! Join and Support COLAGE at
or ember@colage.or http://www.colage.org/join.htm

or check out www.colage.org or
www.colage.org/bayarea/






COLAGE (Children Of Lesbians And Gays Everywhere)

3543 18th St., #17 San Francisco, CA 94110 phone. 415.861.5437 fax: 415.255.8345
Director@COLAGE.org www.COLAGE.org

December 9, 1999

W.P Dill

C.W Kammercr Jr

1684 San Miguel Drive
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Dear W.P,

| am writing you to ask you to join a special family. Children of Lesbians and Gays
Everywhere (COLAGE) is run by and for daughters and sons of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender parents. We are a group of people working at the intersections of
sexual orientations fighting to make the world safer for ourselves, our families, and the
generations to come after us. We have grown tremendously in recent years, but the
need for our work continues to outpace our resources to provide support, education,
and advocacy. Our families currently face extreme pressure and attack. The Knight
Initiative in California will be on the March ballot, essentially denying our very
existence, and as many as ten states nationwide are expected to launch anti-same-
gender adoption and foster laws and regulations early next year.

A special year-end gift from you now will help COLAGE organize authentic youth
voices to respond to these wrongs as well as to provide additional necessary support
for children, youth, and young adults across the country. Please give today.

There is nobody in the world, literally no one else, doing the work COLAGE does.
For example, let’s take a look at what COLAGE did today.
Today COLAGE:

e Gave the finishing-touch statistics to a TV journalist in Argentina who is running a
five day series for their major news show on lesbian and gay families. Six months
ago we worked with their crew in San Francisco to help them interview 3 families
for this groundbreaking report;

e Worked with a writer for YM magazine to help shape a friendly piece about
growing up with a lesbian mom, called 10 people around the country who might
be good for the story;

* Senta 200 person mailing to do outreach for a series of focus groups to solicit
input from our members about what program and advocacy needs they have;

e Replied to 15 requests via email and phone for help and information from isolated
people;



e Made over 100 phone calls recruiting participants for our No on Knight campaign;

e Convened an events committee meeting consisting primarily of youth to plan our
upcoming fourth annual Bowl-A-Thon;

e Began planning for a Bay Area group facilitator training happening in two weeks.

This is just a tiny snap-shot of the important work COLAGE does on a daily basis. Very
little glamour, lots of content. We are on the front lines of helping lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender families become stronger and helping to educate society
about who our families really are.

Here are some exciting initiatives we have planned for 2000:

e A COLAGE conference for teens and young adults focused on skills building and
advocacy as part of the international PFLAG conference in Washington, DC April
28-30;

e The Family Garden, a safe and fun space for Igbt parents on the mall, co-
sponsored with the Family Pride Coalition and PFLAG as part of the Millenium
March on Washington (MMOW), April 30;

e A featured speaker at the MMOW will be COLAGE Board member and Igbt family
youth activist extraordinaire Sol Kelley-Jones (age 12);

e A new COLAGE Bill of Rights, a declaration of rights for daughters and sons of Igbt
parents for use by local COLAGErs, families, and organizers as a tool to demand
safe and supportive environments for COLAGErs;

e A summit for chapter leaders from around the country, mostly in their teens and
twenties, to do skills building and support for our local chapter leaders;

e Participation in a national coalition of groups working to respond to attacks against
same-gender adoption and foster parenting at a state level;

e An organized and visible youth response to the anti-gay and anti-family Knight
Initiative in California which calls for marriage to be only between a man and a
woman.

All of this comes in addition to our on-going programs such as our newsletter “Just For
Us,” Family Week in Provincetown, pen pal program, web site, chapter organizing,
extensive information and referral support, letter writing campaigns, email activism,
education of professionals such as doctors and family counselors, event and activity
planning, and much, much more. These programs currently serve thousands of youth
and families nation-wide. Today we have 25 chapters in areas as diverse as Houston,
TX and Madison, WI, a mailing list of 4,800, over 150 volunteers, and active
participation by members of all ages, from elementary school to old age.

COLACE is at an exciting stage of growth. In the last year we have grown from just
one staff person to two full-time staff, one temporary ¥% staff, and one half-time social
work intern. Additionally we have a core of ten local volunteers who put in many



hours on top of their school and work commitments. With this growth we are able to
accomplish more than ever before. But there is much more to be done, and the
demand for our work and support continues to grow faster than we do. We cannot
do this work without your support.

Please consider giving COLAGE a generous gift this year. We rely on your support to
make change happen. | am asking you to make a stretch at this time because Igbt
families need your help like never before. Parents are coming out in record numbers.
There is an unprecedented baby boom happening in our community and the children
are quickly growing up.

There is only one organization working specifically on behalf of and hand in hand
with the children of these families: COLAGE. We are committed to the support,
development, and involvement of our members at every level of our work.

| know you are inundated with requests for help, especially at this time of year. | hope
you can see the unique qualities of our work and the potential we have to make the
future brighter for all of us. There are few things more powerful than young people
who have grown up or are currently growing up in Igbt families speaking out and
working for justice.

Best wishes to you and your family, 1 £ ot have ey o

G K %\/ guos s .x:“t \(}:‘Lg,mw.
Felicia Park-Rogers U\l

Director

P.S. Here is the text of a recent letter to COLAGE affirming the importance of our
work:

Dear COLAGE,

WOW, it is great to know that this organization is out there. In six years, this is the
only one | have been able to find. Of course, | didn’t realize how many people like
me with gay or lesbian parents were really out there also. This is a wonderful
organization. | am currently a senior in high school and I have chosen to do a project
in my American Problems class on homosexuality.

I live in Utah, out of all places, and so this should be interesting. | unfortunately can’t
use my self as a guest speaker and | don’t know ANYONE else who | can speak with.
Utah doesn't give that big of a number of gays and lesbians, and especially kids of
gays and lesbians. Do you know someone? If you know someone who is a gay/lesbian



youth, or a child of a gay or lesbian parent around this area then that would be great.
If not, any other information that I can use would be greatly appreciated.

I am not allowed to base my whole project on MY opinion, sadly enough, | have to
include both sides to present a more even conversation. Any help would be great
appreciated. Thank you so much for your time and understanding. | am ever so
thankful to know that I am not the only one, that there are millions and now | have
the connection to it.

Thank you again,
Sincerely,
Jessica Blanco

At COLAGE we rarely get to stop and marvel at all that COLAGE is accomplishing, but
our growing list of accomplishments is made possible by an exciting time of growth
and by stretching every dollar and every person beyond its limit.

The demand continues to far exceed our capacity. COLAGE receives 50 new requests
for information and help each week. We have 25 chapters around the US and
Canada and 10 ten new ones in the making. We lack program and travel funds to
work directly with chapters and the young people leading them. Your gift will help
make our work in local communities with young people become a reality. Please give
today.



feel different from almost everybody.
For a while I didn't like that, but now I
love it. T love being open-minded. I al-
ways try to hear others’ opinions and
not judge them. I think that with two fe-
males heading the household, I'm a lot
better at expressing my emotions than
other males.”

But life for children of lesbians and
gays and is not all warm feelings and
Bette Davis movies. Sometimes they
face ostracism, harassment, even vio-
lence. Sometimes they are treated as
objects of intense curiosity.

“It's been at hard at times,” Kelley-
Jones admits. “I've had kids call me
‘faggot’ or refuse to eat lunch with me.
My second week in kindergarten, a kid
hit another kid and called him a ‘fag.’
It's funny—at 5 they don’t know about
sexual orientation, but they sure know
that word.”

Adolescent pressure to be Jjust like
everyone else creates its own problems
as kids grow older. Kelley-Jones says
middle school “has been really hard. I'm
completely overwhelmed by all the ho-
mophobic name-calling. It's every other
word, and it wears me down. But I al-
ways try to hold my head high.”

Daniel Cooper, a 13-year-old who
lives on Long Island, N .Y., with his
brother, three sisters, and their gay fa-
thers, says he has “never, ever” been ha-
rassed personally. But those words are
still there. “People joke about it at
school, but they joke about everybody’s
parents,” he says. “I hear ‘faggot’ used to
describe other people, but it's never di-
rected at my parents. Otherwise, I'd get
very mad.”

Fine says middle school was diffi-
cult for him too. “I was constantly con-
fronted with words Jike ‘homo,’ ‘fag’
and ‘dyke,’ and it was really hurtful,”
he says. “I felt they were attacking my
parents. Still, I'm pretty lucky. Nobody
ever held it against me. They never
said I couldn’t play kickball because
my parents were gay.”

Sometimes children of gay and les-
bian parents have to deal with far
greater problems than teasing. For
Park-Rogers, having a gay dad meant
dealing with HIV and AIDS at a tender
age. Today, her father is HIV-positive
but healthy. But most of his friends—
her “uncles” growing up—are dead.,
“The Castro was a very hard place to be
the '80s,” she recalls.

The youngest activist:
Twelve-year-old Sol
Kelley-Jones has testi-
fied before government
hearings on gay issues
and worked o promote
greater understanding
of gays and feshians
among her classmaies.

Most children now are fortunately
spared such losses. What they are re-
ceiving instead is what they most crave:
a normal life. Cooper says his father is a
soccer coach and his “poppa” is the soc-
cer mom. “Poppa cooks, cleans, and
hangs out with the other moms at the
games,” he says. “My friends love them.
When they see them they go, ‘Hey,
there’s your dads!" "

And Kelley-Jones, possibly the na-
tion's youngest gay rights activist,
spends time educating others, trying to
make life for normal for everyone. She
conducted a survey of homophobia

 CODYFINE, 17, ralsed In
. San Francisco by two lesbians
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among fourth and fifth graders at school
and followed up with a multimedia pre-
sentation. She also testifies at govern-
ment hearings. “I see people with politi-
cal power standing against the door of
injustice and trying to keep that door
shut because they'’re afraid,” she says.
“And who's on the other side? Nobody
scary. Just kids and families like us.” I

Kirby is a regular contributor to

The New York Times.

\ﬁﬁ Find mere about children with gay parents and links to
related Internst sites at Www.advocate.com
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hen members of the
post-Stonewall genera-
tion grew up, they began
having children. Whether
through adoption, di-
vorce, surrogate motherhood, or turkey-
baster baby making, lesbians and gay
mien became parents iu record iumnbers.
Lesbians began earlier, with gay fathers
becoming more common about a decade
ago. That's why older kids, like the fa-
mous fictional Heather, tend to have two
mommies. But among the toddler set,
there are now many two-daddy homes.
Whatever their age, these children are
the first generation of Americans raised
in households with openly gay parents,
and despite some narrow-mindedness
they see in their peers, they describe
their experience as, for the most part, en-
Jjoyable and enriching.
For example, how many children can
say they spent their formative years wan-
dering the gay-male redoubts of San
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Felicia Park-Rogers (left) heads a greup for children of gay parents; Daniel Cooper
(ahove, right) and his brother, Christopher, live with their gay dads in New York,

I'dll)

PARK-ROGERS: WALTER PARK, GOOPER BROTHERS: COURTESY JONATHAN COOPER

OPEN-MINDED AND WELL-ADJUSTED, GHILDREN WITH GAY PARENTS
SAY THEIR FAMILIES ARE A GIFT BY DAVID KIRBY

Francisco? Felicia Park-Rogers can. She
was born to unmarried parents in coun-
terculture California. “I was their love
child,” she says. When she was 3 her fa-
ther came out and her mom started see-
ing women. “I had shared custody,” she
recalls. “Dad moved to the Castro. It
was totally fun. I was this cute little girl
walking around with my cute little dad,
and we'd go to the Castro Theater and
watch Bette Davis movies while Mom
was at consciousness-raising groups
and feminist conferences.”

Because their experiences are so dif-
ferent from those of their peers with
heterosexual parents, many kids of gay
parents find each other through Chil-
dren of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere,
the San Francisco-based group that
grew from the gay parenting movement
in the early 1990s. There they can find
friendship, camaraderie, and support
from people who know what their lives
are like from firsthand experience.

Park-Rogers, 28, is COLAGE's direc-
tor. As a lesbian herself, she also be-
longs to Second Generation, a COLAGE
program for gay children of gay parents.
Connecting with others like herself
“was a really powerful experience,” she
says. “It was great to meet people who
grew up the way 1 did.”

Many children with gay or lesbian par-
ents say living in these households has
helped them develop open minds about
politics, sexuality, gender, and other is-
sues. Sol Kelley-Jones, a 12-year-old in
Madison, Wis., with two lesbian mothers,
says her upbringing has been nothing
short of wonderful for that reason.

“I love the gay and lesbian communi-
ty!” Kelley-Jones says. “The people are
who they are. They don't have to be a
certain way or a certain gender, just
themselves. And that’s truly wonderful
because I feel like I can be me too.”

Cody Fine, 17, who was raised in San
Francisco by two lesbians, says, ‘I p
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COLAGE

Chidren of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere

End-of-Year Pledge Form

QO YES! I/We will join you as a donor to COLAGE. Please check the donation level:

02,000 Super Hero
Q1,000 Hero

750 Benefactor
Q500 Friend
Q200 Sponsor
Qs Other
Q | prefer to pledge $ payable O Monthly Q Quarterly

QDouble my gift. My employer’s matching gift form is enclosed.

QI would like to make a contribution of marketable securities. Please contact me.
QI am making a United Way donation to COLAGE (Use COLAGE’s name and
address to designate)

Enclosed is a check made payable to COLAGE for: $

Charge my Visa/Mastercard/American Express/Discover

Card number Exp. Date

Signature

Contact Information: (please note any changes)

Name/s:
Organization:
Address: Zip Code:
Preferred Phone:

Email:

Return to COLAGE 3543 18" St #17 SF CA 94110 or by fax: 415-255-8345.

Thank you for your generous donation to COLAGE. It matters. Your donation is tax-deductible to
the extent permitted by law. COLAGE’s tax id # is 94-3316616.






Bowl-A-Thon
Fun, Family, and Fundraising for COLAGE

More than your typical fundraising event, COLAGE’s 10" Annual Bowl-A-Thon is
an event where families and friends come together to have fun and support
COLAGE's important work. Now in its 10" year, the Bowl-A-Thon is becoming a
family tradition and community celebration. In this event bowlers solicit donations
from their family, friends, colleagues and local businesses. On the day of the
Bowl-A-Thon donations are turned in to COLAGE and then it's bowl time!

The Bowl-A-Thon is COLAGE's largest fundraising event of the year, raising
more money and gathering more people each year. Taking place at the Yerba
Buena Bowling Center, this promises to be a time for celebration and fun for all.

Date: December 4" 2005
Estimated Number of Participants: 300-400
Location: Yerba Buena Bowling Center

Promotional Opportunities for your Business:

Advertising:

% Recognition in national newsletter Just For Us Circulation 18,000
s+ COLAGE Bay Area Website 1,000 hits per week

% Inclusion in Program Book for event attendees 300-400

Mailings:

% Press Release 500

% 4000 households Bay Area wide

“ Email Bay Area NetNews Circulation 4000

Benefits of sponsorship on reverse!



Bowl-A-Thon
Benefits of Sponsorship

PERFECT GAME! Sponsor: $2,500
Full Page Advertisement in Program (Back cover, inside cover, inside front)
Introduction at “Awards @ the Alley”

Name listed on all press releases

Name included in all advertising for event

Name included in all mailings for event

Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter

Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area Website

Recognition at event

Recognition in thank you letters to all Bowl-A-Thon Donors

STRIKE! Sponsor: $1,500
Half-Page Advertisement in Program
Name Listed on all press releases
Name included in all advertising for event
Name included in all mailings for event
Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area website
Recognition at event

SPARE! Sponsor: $1000
Quarter-Page Advertisement in Program
Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area website
Recognition at event

ALLEY! Sponsor: $500
Business Card size Advertisement in Program
Recognition at event
Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area website

TEAM! Sponsor: $250
Business name in Program
Recognition at the event
Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area website

COLAGE extends our corporate giving program to include in-kind gifts.
Please contact Ember Cook at 415-861-5437 or at ember@colage.org with any
guestions about how to contribute.




Bowl-A-Thon
Fun, Family, and Fundraising for COLAGE

Response Form
Please return by Aug. 31* to ensure that your generosity will be appropriately recognized in our print and
electronic materials.

YES! We welcome the opportunity to support COLAGE at the
10th Annual Bowl-A-Thon, as indicated below:

____PERFECT GAME! $2,500
___STRIKE! Sponsor $1,500
___SPARE! Sponsor $1,000
___ALLEY! Sponsor $500
___TEAM! Sponsor $250

d ok k ok ok ok kdkok ok ok ok ok ok kkohkkkkkohkhkkohkkkkkhkkk

____Enclosed is a check made out to COLAGE for the appropriate amount.

___lwould like to pay by credit card. (COLAGE accepts VISA and MasterCard)
Card Type: Number: Exp. Date:

____l am faxing this form and a check will follow by mail.

COLAGE is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and all gifts are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Who in your business/organization should be contacted regarding logos, advertisements, and

banners for event materials?

Contact Name:

Name to Appear on Event Materials:

Telephone: Fax:
Address: City: State: Zip:

E-mail:

* ok ok k ok ok k k ok k ok k dkok k ok kk ko kkkkokokokk

Please mail this form to: Bowl-A-Thon, COLAGE, 3543 18th Street, #1, San Francisco, CA 94110
You can also fax it to us at 415-255-8345. Questions? Call 415-861-5437. Email bowl@colage.org
THANK YOU!
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Support and activism by and for people with
lesbian, gay, bisexual & transgender parents

October 26th, 2005
Dear COLAGE Friends and Family:

We invite you to participate in our 11 Annual COLAGE Bowl-a-Thon. Fach year this event gathers youth
with LGBT parents, our families and supporters for food, prizes, fundraising, and of course lots of fun!

Participation in the Bowl-a-Thon is easy and anyone can take part! Use the enclosed Pledge Form to find
friends, co-workers, family members, neighbors and teachers who will pledge $5, $25, $50 or even $100 for
you to bowl. No pledge amount is too large or small. Every donation helps support crucial programming for
youth with LGBT parents across the Bay Area. Plus we’ll have fabulous prizes for the bowler who raises the
most money, gets the most pledges as well as for Team Spirit, Best Bowling Outfit, and many more. Please
note that this year, you can gather your pledges online! Using the Friends Asking Friends program, you
can collect support from all your friends and family easily through secure online donations. To get started visit:
www.colage.org/bayarea.

This year COLAGE is offering more ongoing events and activities for youth with LGBT parents in the Bay
Area than ever before. We hope that you will join one or many of these programs during the 2005-6
academic yeat!

Youth Leadership and Action Program

Transgeneration

San Francisco COLAGE Crew

East Bay COLAGE Crew

San Francisco Middle School Group

East Bay Middle School Group (New!!)

South Bay Group

Education, Trainings, Panels

Political Advocacy

In addition to the Bowl-A-Thon, we hope you’ll join us at these upcoming events. On Saturday, December 10,
from 11 - 1pm the LGBT Family Collaborative brings you Multi-Faith Super Duper Holiday Extravaganza, at
the Saint Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church at 500 De Haro Street.

This year COLAGE is thrilled to be a community recipient of the San Francisco Holiday Run. The run will
take place on Sunday December 18th, 2005 at 12pm. It will start and end at the Pier 23 Cafe. For more
information visit www.sfholidayrun.com.

Thank you! If you have any questions that the enclosed bowler info sheet and flyer don’t answer please contact

me at 415-861-5437 or ember@colage.org.

Best wishes to you and yours!

Ember Cook

Bay Area Program Coordinator
Children Of Lesbians And Gays Everywhere
415-861-KIDS (5437)  fax: 415-255-8345
www.colage.org colage@colage.org

3543 18!h Street #1, San Francisco, CA 94110
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Creating connections, empowering voices

October 16, 2002
Dear Friends:

Greetings from COLAGE! So many exciting things are happening on both the national and local levels at
COLAGE as we continue to engage, connect, and empower people with lesbian, gay, bisexual, and/or
transgender (LGBT) parents and families. The past year has been a challenging time for both our community and
the world at large. The current global climate demands that COLAGE continue to be part of the struggle for a
safe, just, and celebratory world for our families and for ALL families.

A very exciting announcement is the birth of Benjamin Jonah Park-Rogers Timoner, the son of our Executive
Director Felicia Park-Rogers and her partner Rachel Timoner, on July 31%, 2002. We offer congratulations to
Felicia and her entire family and can’t wait to see Benjamin at future COLAGE events. While Felicia has
been out of the office on maternity leave, our staff team has been led by Interim Co-Executive Directors Beth
Teper and Cory Pohley and Interim Program Coordinator, Meredith Fenton. Each brings a wealth of experience
and enthusiasm to COLAGE. Additionally, we have been joined by a skilled group of interns. In the summer,
Kelly Densmore, Katy Chatel, and Sarah Austin helped fulfill COLAGE’s programs and this fall, Danielle
Turner and Nikki Cruz have been integral to the day-to-day administrative and communications activities of
COLAGE.

This fall also brings some terrific news for Bay Area children, youth and families. Through two significant first-
time grants from the city of San Francisco, COLAGE is collaborating with the SF LGBT Community Center,
Our Family Coalition (OFC), LYRIC, and New Leaf to develop a variety of programs for COLAGErs and LGBT
families. As part of this groundbreaking collaborative, COLAGE and OFC will present monthly complementary
workshops for parents and children. In November, the topic is schools with COLAGE presenting “Tools for
School: A workshop about Tackling Homophobia in Schools for Kids with LGBT parents,” for 5"-8"
graders. Concurrently, OFC presents “What Every LGBT Parent Needs to Know About School Selection.” Both
events will take place on Tuesday, November 12" from 7-8:30 pm at the SF LGBT Center. Childcare will be
available in the Center’s Kidspace.

Entering its fifth year, the COLAGE Bay Area Middle School group is a fun way for COLAGE youth to
connect with others for support, recreation, education, empowerment and fun! Now meeting the third Sunday of
each month, this group creates a unique, safe space for kids with LGBT parents. To sign up, please contact
Meredith in our office.

The 7" Annual COLAGE Bowl-a-Thon is quickly approaching! Our largest Bay Area event, a day of fun,
games, prizes, support, and fundraising will be on Sunday, December 7* from 1-3 pm at Yerba Buena Bowling
Center. Please see the enclosed flyer and pledge forms to learn more about this Bay Area favorite event.

Outside of our local program work, COLAGE continues our ongoing national projects such as the Pen Pal
program, email news and chat lists, summer Family Weeks, production of Just For Us, and more. We are also
creating a new Youth Leadership Development program that will engage teenage COLAGETrs in leadership,
media advocacy, and activism on both local and national levels.

As you can see the work ahead of us is immense and visionary. Your support of COLAGE is critical through
your active participation in our local and national programs and generous financial support. As always, we love
hearing how we might better serve you and your family and welcome your contributions of time, money, and
resources.

We look forward to seeing you at the Bowl-a-Thon and our Center programs, and hope your family is enjoying a
joyous and safe fall season. Thank you for being an important part of the COLAGE Bay Area family.

With pride,

Beth Teper, Interim Co-Executive Director
Meredith Fenton, Interim Program Coordinator

Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere
415-861-KIDS{5437) fax: 415-255-8345
www.colage.org colage@colage.org

3543 18 Street #1, San Francisco, CA 94110
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Saturday, Decembar 7th, 2002 * 1-3 pm * Yerba Buena Bowling Center = 750 Folsom Street, SF

Bowler's Name Address
City State Zip Phone( ) Email
Bowler's Instructions on Q& A page (see reverse)
Sponsor's Name Address/City/State Zip Telephone :‘;:::::f Pledge Paid
X Janet Sample 99 Sample St. San Franclsco, CA| 94949 (415) 123-4567 | Cash/Check| $30 o
1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14,
15.
16.
17
18.
1 release COLAGE and Its organizers from any claims or Habllity resulting from my participation in the Bowl-a-thon. Total Pledges:
please bring full
signature of bowler signature of parent/guardian If bowler under 18 date amount to event
1 give COLAGE permission to use my photo In COLAGE and Bay Area publications. Total
Paid
signature of bowler signature of parent/guardian If bowler under 18 date OFFICE USE ONLY:

Form
Amt. recelved Cash Check Amt Due Outstanding Amt recelved Date completed




BOWLER INFORMATION

Q o ARE YOU NUTS? | CAN'T BOWL! Q o SO WHERE IS THIS PLACE?
6 o Of course you can! Let out your inner-bowler 6 o Yerba Buena Bowling Center
and come for a fun time no matter your bowling skills 750 Folsom St.(b/t 3rd & 4th), San Francisco
or lack thereof! There will also be fun games, yummy Need more directions?
food, silly prizes,and most importantly Call Yerba Buena Bowling Center at
great people. So there are no excuses! (415) 777-3727 or visit www.skatebowl.com

Q + HOW DO | GET PLEDGES? Q o HOW MUCH DO | HAVE TO RAISE?
6 o Any amount that you can raise and/or donate
helps COLAGE do its important work. There are

you get the idea! Ask people to support you,and more PRIZE.S forthe top pledge-geﬂel.',the biggest
often then not they will fundraiser, and to anyone who raises more tha

NOTE: Let us know if you need another pledge form ~ 5100in pledges. Also note that everyone who raises
or you can download one from www.colage.org ' least $20 bowls for FREE! (We ask bowlers who don't
collect pledges to pay $20 to participate in the event,

a o Take this pledge sheet wherever you go - Sign up
friends, family, teachers, co-workers, neighbors...

Q o HOW ELSE CAN | GET INVOLVED?
ﬁ o Any way that you want to lend a hand to COLAGE is a

huge help to our work. VOLUNTEERS are always welcome and Q o WHAT DO | DOWITH ALLTHE MONEY?
needed.You can also invite your company/employer to a oCollect ALL the pledges BEFORE the Bowl-a-thon
SPONSOR a team of bowlers by matching their pledges. with checks made payable to COLAGE. It will
We are also looking for TEAMS from companies, be easiest if you collect the money as you
bowling leagues, schools, etc to raise money and participate. sign people up to pledge you! Bring this sheet and all
And, of course, we are always looking for DONATIONS of both your money to the Bowl-a-thon.
supplies and funds to support our work. If you don't come, please mail everything to
Call Meredith at 415-861-5437, ext. 102 to get involved! COLAGE * 3543 18th St.#1 * SF,CA 94110

Your hatd earned pledgec will go fowarde exciting & important Bay Area
COLAGE programe and projocte including:  Affer School Youth Programe

* Leaderchip & Meadia Traininge * Middle School Weekend Group *
Educational Workehope * Annual Family Evente and Picnice & Much More
* Help COLAGE grow to better cerve YOU! *

QUESTIONS® WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
Call COLAGE af (415) €61-KIDS (5437) Email Maredith@colage.org  www.colage.org




CELEBRATE PRIDE MNTH WiTH Golise

Tuesday, June 14th, 6:30 - 8 PM Saturday and Sunday, June 11th - 12th
Second Tuesday Family Series San Jose Pride _
COLAGE Activity Night N For the first time, COLAGE will be represented

, T 1 . .
A Pride party for youth 7 and up with LGBT parghts. fiﬁwe San Jose Pride Celebration. March with
e COLAGE South Bay group and then stop by the

L OLAGE Booth for arts and crafts, games and prizes.
For more information contact Erika Taylor, 408-218-2391
or erikataylorpr@yahoco.com

SF LGBT Center, 1800 Market Street, San Franciscg
RSVP mandatory to 415-861-5438 x102 or
meredith@colage.org.

) i Saturday, June 18th and Tuesday, June 21
Sunday, June 12th, 3:30 - 5:30 Screenings of In Our Shoes at Frameline
COLAGE Crew East Bay Two opporiunities to see the brand new COLAGE

o (Frerel) I Gl or’rs_ond CHEINS SIS ) i i W Film, In Our Shoes: Stories of Youth with LGBT Parents.
the 3rd- 5th grades with LGBT parents. Make ' \\Part of the 28th Annual LGBT Fim Festival.

friends, swim and play games, enjoy snacks and get %6 Frameline members, $7 generdl.

ready for Pride! FREE! Saturday, 2 pm at the Roxie and Tuesday, 12 noon
Berkeley YMCA, 2001 Allston Way, Berkeley. e o

More information and RSVP to Ember Cook, For more info: 415-703-8650 or www.frameline.org
415-861-5437 x103, or ember@colage.org.

In Mv Shoes: Thursday, June lbi.h, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Stories an()ut%’\\ ith LGBT Parents COLAGE 15th Anniversary Celebration and
i the world premiere of In My Shoes: Stories of Youth with
LGBT Parents

Created by the COLAGE Youth Leadership and Action Program
in collaboration with Jen Gilomen, this brand new documentary
film profiles five youth with LGBT parents sharing their views on
marriage, making change and the frue meaning of family. Join
us for a celebration of COLAGE's anniversary, the premiere of
this exciting new film, a silent auction and much more.

A new vouth produced film by and aboul kids of° New CO”ege Cultural Center, 766 Valencia Street, SF.

lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender parents For more information: 415-861-5437 or meredith@colage.org.

Friday, June 24th, 4:30 PM

COLAGE Transgenerations

LGBT Family Contingent at the Tranny March

Meet at 4:30 at the Playground in Dolores Park. Look fc
the COLAGE Banner. Join us for sign making and t-shirt
; . decorating,then take part in the historic firsi-ever
COLAGE is pleased to co-present this Transgenerations family contingent of the Trans March
light-hearted documentary about multicultural For more information contact Jesse Carr,

IeSb,'On couples and their families. . 415-861-5437 x104 or jcarr@colage.org

Roxie Theater, 3117 16th Street, San Francisco

For more info: 415-703-8650 or www.frameline.org

Saturday, June 18th, 4pm

COLAGE Presents with Frameline
Creating a Place at the Table

Part of the 28th Annual LGBT Film Festival.
$6 Frameline members, $7 general.

Sunday, June 26th

San Francisco LGBT Pride
Saturday, June 25th, 11:30 AM March with COLAGE! Play with us in the Family Garden
COLAGE.PresenTs with Frameline: Join our contingent and really show off your pride. Fun
KIDS Matinee- Charlofte’s Web for the whole family and kids of all ages. After the

Part of the 28th Annual LGBT Film Festival. march come to the Family Garden for more fun, game
$6 members, $7 general. Free for ages 12 and beautification, art, and resources. Our contingent and
under. A delightful film for kids of all ages. Featuring the Family Garden are presented in collaboration with
free snacks and give-a-ways to kids and their parents. Our Family Coadlition. Call 415-861-5437 or email

Castro Theater, 129 Castro Street, San Francisco. ember@colage.org for meeting fimes and places.

For more info: 415-703-8650 or www.frameline.org

COLAGE, 3543 18th Street #1, San Francisco, CA 94110, 415-861-KIDS, www.colage.org/bayarea
Support and Activism by and for people with LGBT Parents






CHILDREN OF LESBIANS AND GAYS EVERYWHERE

March 22, 1996

Dear Friends,

Spring is here, and COLAGE has lots of exciting things happening for
daughters and sons of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender parents and
their families.

First off, check out the enclosed brochure about our annual conference with
the Gay and Lesbian Parents Coalition International. This summer, consider
making the trip to Minneapolis to join hundreds of individuals and families
like yours.

Rankled about the Republican candidates mouthing off about our families?
Even Hillary Clinton was quoted in the Chronicle recently saying children
should be raised by a man and a woman. Join our contingent in the Fight the
Right March in San Francisco, Sunday, April 14th. See the enclosed flyer for
more info.

When we’re done with the March, what do we do with all that energy? COLAGE
is planning to bring a photo-text exhibit about our families to schools,
libraries and community centers near you! Help us bring the exhibit to your
child’s school or community this summer and fall. Please fill out the
enclosed questionnaire about the “Living in Lesbian and Gays Families”
exhibit and return it to us.

Are you a teenager or do you have a teenager? Our group for teenagers with
1/g/b/t parents is now open for new members. The groups are $5 per monthly
meeting and are led by adults with 1/g/b/t parents. For more information,
call Mike Haskell (415) 564-3447. Our groups for other ages will open to new
members in a couple months, except our adult social group, wuicih is alwdys
open.

Are you internet-inclined? Check out our new website, www.colage.org. Lot’s
of hard-to-find information, links, international updates, parenting
resources, and more. If you’re the daughter or son of the family, join
KidsOfGays, our great new internet chat list. To join, email
majordomo@vector.casti.com. In the body of the message write:

subscribe kidsofgays yourfirstname yourlastname <your@emailaddress.here>

I loo fprward to seeing you in person or cyberspace,

‘71

Stefan Lyn 2300 Market St. Box 145

. San Francisco, CA 94114
Director USA

Box 187, Station F
Toronto, ON M4Y 2L5
CANADA

e-mail: KidsOfGays@aol.com
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A READING OF POETRY
AND PROSE BY ADULT .
CHILDREN OF LESBIANS #
AND GAYS EVERYWHERE
(COLAGE).

THURSDAY, MAY 8th,
AT 7:00 P.M.

AT THE NEW COLLEGE
THEATER, AT

777 VALENCIA ST.

o A G e P Y
R “-'_1. e~

A $5 DONATION IS REQUESTED, AND WILL
BENEFIT COLAGE. NO ONE WILL BE
TURNED AWAY.

BECAUSE GAY FAMILIES AND THEIR
CHILDREN SHOULD NOT HAVE TO LIVE IN
SILENCE!



|"-

!

=

&

AR

.

AN
o
Y
-.“—.Ium -]
] P
-» Lo
-Il.ﬂ
(Xl
™ J
&=
b 1
oL =
i
«
7.
_ ...-._-m.a
. & i
-.




i ANN\\
A ow -D"‘K'H'QN

i COLAGE engages, connecte and empowets people to make

PLEDGE FORM g e fr clon o hin, g el

Qaturday, Decomber 7th, 2002 # 1-3 pm * Yerha Busha Bowling Center = 750 Foleom Street, SF

Bowler's Name Address
City State Zip Phone( ) Email
Bowler's Instructions on Q8.A page (see reverse)
Sponsor's Name Address/Clity/State Zip Telephone rait:‘:::f Pledge Paid
X Janet Sample 99 Sample St. San Francisco, CA| 94949 (415) 123-4567 Cash/Check| $30 N
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17
18.
I release COLAGE and Its organizers from any claims or liabllity resulting from my participation in the Bowl-a-thon. Total Pledges:
please bring full
signature of bowler signature of parent/guardlan if bowler under 18 date amount to event
I give COLAGE permission to use my photo In COLAGE and Bay Area publications. Total
Paid
signature of bowler signature of parent/guardian If bowler under 18 date OFFICE USE ONLY:

Form
Amt. received Cash Check Amt Due Outstanding Amt recelved Date completed




BOWLER INFORMATION

Q o ARE YOU NUTS? | CAN'T BOWL! Q o SO WHERE IS THIS PLACE?
ﬁ o Of course you can! Let out your inner-bowler \ o Yerba Buena Bowling Center
and come for a fun time no matter your bowling skills 750 Folsom St. (b/t 3rd & 4th), San Francisco
or lack thereofl There will also be fun games, yummy Need more directions?
food, silly prizes, and most importantly Call Yerba Buena Bowling Center at
great people. So there are no excuses! (415) 777-3727 or visit www.skatebowl.com

Q.. How DO ! GET PLEDGES? Q.. How MUCH DO 1 HAVETO RAISE?
B o Any amount that you can raise and/or donate
helps COLAGE do its important work, There are
PRIZES forthe top pledge-getter, the biggest
fundraiser, and to anyone who raises more tha

6 o Take this pledge sheet wherever you go - Sign up
friends, family, teachers, co-workers, neighbors...
you get the idea! Ask people to support you,and more

often then not they willl d :
NOTE: Let us know if you need another pledge form $100in pledges. Also note that everyone who raises
or you can download one from www.colage.org _ least $20 bowls for FREE! (We ask bowlers who don't

collect pledges to pay $20 to participate in the event

Q o HOWELSE CAN [ GET INVOLVED?
ﬁ o Any way that you want to lend a hand to COLAGE is a

huge help to our work. VOLUNTEERS are always welcome and Q o WHAT DO | DO WITH ALL THE MONEY?
needed. You can also invite your company/employer to a o Collect ALL the pledges BEFORE the Bow!-a-thon
SPONSOR a team of bowlers by matching their pledges. with checks made payable to COLAGE. It will
We are also looking for TEAMS from companies, be easiest if you collect the money as you
bowling leagues, schools, etc to raise money and participate. sign people up to pledge you! Bring this sheet and all
And, of course, we are always looking for DONATIONS of both your money to the Bowl-a-thon.
supplies and funds to support our work. If you don't come, please mail everything to
Call Meredith at 415-861-5437, ext. 102 to get involved! COLAGE * 3543 18th St.#1 * SF,CA 94110

Your hatd earned pledgec will go fowarde exciting & important Bay Area
COLAGE programe and projecte including:  After School Youth Programe

* | eadarchip & Media Traininge * Middle School Weekend Group *
Educational Workehope * Annual Family Evente and Picnice & Much More
* Help COLAGE grow to better cerve YOU! *

QUESTIONS? WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
Call COLAGE at (415) €61-KIDS (5437) Email Meredith@colage.org  www.colage.ory




Raice money for COLAGE: cupport and activiem by and for
people with lecbian, gay, bicexual and/or tranegender parente

Fun, Gamee, Food & Prizee for kids of all ages!

COLAGE APPRECIATES THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF:

- uPROVlDlAN

evelyn & walter Haas, JR. fund
WHOLE i

Our Community Funders

AmeneanAlrlmes FOODS The San Francisco Foundation
D

For pledge forms and further information contact COLAGE
(415) 861-KIDS or email meredith@colage.org






‘E Children Of Lesbians
And Gays Everywhere

OUR MISSION

COLAGE engages, develops and activates people with lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
parents and families. We do this by using our experiences as people of all races and ethnicities,
from all spiritual and economic backgrounds, to foster connections, advocate for our rights and

educate sociely to respect all families. Our work is part of a larger movement to create a safe,

just and celebratory world.

Programs & Activities

Regional Chapters for Youth and Adults
Support Groups
Annual Family Weeks
After School Programs
Quarterly International Newsletter- Just For Us
Email Discussion Groups
Award Winning Website
Information and Resource Referral
Summer Internships
Scholarship for Undergraduate Students
Pen Pal Program
Net News Email Updates

OUR VISION

We envision a world in which all families are valued, protected, reflected, and embraced by society
and all of its institutions; in which all children grow up loved and nurtured by kinship networks and
communities that teach them about, connect them to, and honor their unique heritage; and in
which every human being has the freedom to express sexual orientation, gender

identity, and self.

We envision being part of large movements to heal and transform all forms of oppression,
discrimination, bigotry and hatred in the hearts and minds of the members of our societies, as well
as in school systems, mental and physical health systems, media, legislatures, legal systems, and
all religious institutions.

We envision a world in which those of us with lesbian, gay, bisexual and/or transgender parents or
families are connected to a broad community of peers and mentors, are recognized as the
authority of our experiences, belong to respected and valued family structures, and have the tools
and support to create a just society.

COLAGE * 3543 18th Street #1, San Francisco, CA 94110 * 415-861-KIDS (5437) * colage@colage.org




[COLAGE Program Information

Website

We have many resources, reading
materials, kids’ personal stories, and more
on our website: www.colage.org. We have
a page with personal accounts from kids
with LGBT parents about their experiences
at www.colage.org/online-interview

Just For Us

COLAGE publishes a quarterly publication
called Just For Us. This resource contains
articles written by and for people with LGBT
parents and their families. Topics include
school, religion, coming out issues, and lots
more. This is also a great source of up to
date information about the organization.
When you sign up as a member of
COLAGE, you automatically receive Just For
Us. You can sign up for membership at
http://www.colage.org/join.html

Resource Lists

COLAGE offers lists of books and videos for
younger kids, older kids, and parents at
www.colage.org/resources.html. Some of
these books and videos can be ordered directly
from us, or can be found at your favorite local
or online bookstore.

Net News Lists

COLAGE maintains two email newslists
which contain information about COLAGE
events, action alerts, important news, and
more. You can choose between our National,
or Bay Area lists, or sign up for both! These
lists receive no more than one email weekly.
To subscribe go to www.colage.org/online-
resources.html.

Pen Pals

In the COLAGE Pen Pal program, we match up
pairs of kids with LGBT parents so they can write
and/or email about their experiences and make
a new friend. Find the application online at
www.colage.org/kids/penpals.himl, send an
email to penpal@colage.org, or send a letter
to COLAGE Pen Pal Program, 3543 18th Street
#1, San Francisco, CA 94110.

Email Discussion Lists

COLAGE sponsors three main email discussion
lists. Each one is for a specific age group-
elementary school, middle school, and 14 years
old and up. These lists are moderated by adult
COLAGrs. You can sign up for either list at
www.colage.org/online-resources.html

Family Weeks

COLAGE organizes two annual Family Weeks
in July and August with the Family Pride
Coalition in Saugatuck, MI and Provincetown,
MA. Family week is a special gathering for LGBT
parents, youth, and adults of all ages.
Individuals and families join us from all over
the US and some come from as far as China
and Sweden. Stay tuned to our website for
information about this years’ events.

Scholarship

Each year COLAGE, in collaboration with
Family Pride Coalition offers the Lee Dubin
memorial scholarship for kids of LGBT parents.
Applications are due the third Friday in April.
For more information visit http://
www.colage.org/scholarship.html

COLAGE * 3543 18th Street #1, San Francisco, CA 94110 * 415-861-KIDS (5437) * colage@colage.org



AGE <x1i ANNOA
BowL-A-THON

Saturday * December 8th, 2001 <+ 1pm-3pm

Yerba Buena Bowling Center - 750 Folsom St. - SF

JOIN US TO HAVE FUN AND TO RAISE MONEY FOR CGOLAGE
BAY AREA PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES

% BOWL FOR PLEDGES, BAY AREA PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES >k

SPONSOR A BOWLER Y ULTRA COOL PRIZES

Pledge Form Inside! ° For More info Contact COLAGE
415-861-KIDS (5437) or email beth@colage.org - www.colage.or¢
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COLAGE and the Family Pride Coadlition are pleased to announce the
Twelfth Annual Lee Dubin Scholarship Fund
for people with lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender parents.

For the twelfth year, COLAGE and Family Pride Coalition will be offering four-five $1000
scholarships to support the undergraduate studies of students with LGBT parents. The
application deadiine is April 15th, 2004.

COLAGE (Children Of Lesbians And Gays Everywhere) and the Family Pride Coalition will
be awarding at least four scholarships to children of LGBT parents through their
collaborative Lee Dubin Scholarship Fund. Each scholarship will provide up to $1000 of
funding for undergraduate college students with one or more LGBT parent/guardian who
have demonstrated ability and commitment to affecting change in the LGBT community
and the community at large.

Some of the most powerful members of the LGBT community are the children of LGBT
parents who have grown up being nurtured and supported by this community and are
now part of a whole generation of people who have the power to create dramatic
change in the world. Through college scholarships we aim to honor this power and
celebrate the unique experiences and achievements of our families.

The Lee Dubin Scholarship which is named in honor of a gay father and founder of the
Family Pride Coadlition. To date over $24,000 in funds have been distributed. We are
especially seeking to honor students who are actively working to combat homophobia
and increase positive awareness of LGBT families fo apply. We also strongly encourage
applications from individuals with demonstrated financial need.

Guidellnes

*  4-5 granis of $1000 each will be awarded.

*  Awards will be granted by the Scholarship Committee which is made up of volunteers who
are LGBT parents and children of LGBT parents.

* The sponsoring organizations would like to encourage applicants of all backgrounds to
apply. COLAGE and the Family Pride Coalition do not discriminate on the basis of race,
ethnicity, religion, physical ability, class, sexual orientation, age, gender, or type of LGBT
family.

People who are active community participants are encouraged to apply.
Board or staff members, and their family members are not eligible.

»  Applicants are encouraged to be willing to be named publicly in association with the
Family Pride Codlition, COLAGE and the Lee Dubin Scholarship.

»  Applicants with demonstrated economic need are encouraged to apply.

Requirements
Applicants must:
* Have one or more lesbian, gay, bisexual, or fransgender parent(s}.
* Be enrolled in an accredited postsecondary institution. No graduate level or higher
applicants please.
* Maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0.

The application is avdilable online at
http://www.colage.org/scholarship.html

Questions?
Contact COLAGE (Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere) via phone: 415-861-KIDS (5437)
or email: colage@colage.org. This application is also available at www.colage.org



How to Apply for Summer Internships

Deadline: Friday, April 8th 2005

Postmark by April 8th, email or fax by midnight on April 8th

Please mail, email, or fax us the following information:

1. Your resume;

2. A cover letter sharing your interest in working for

COLAGE and qualifications;

3. Contact information for two people who will serve as references and can attest to your
experience and skills.

Select applicants will be invited to participate in an interview during April. Internships
will be offered during May.

COLAGE also has Fall/Spring work-study internships. If you are interested, contact
COLAGE for more information.

Need more info? Want to apply?

COLAGE, 3543 18th St, #1

SF CA 94110

phone: 415-861-5437 fax (415) 255-8345,
meredith@colage.org ~ www.colage.org



The Felicia Park-Rogers Summer Internship Program at COLAGE

Come work in the national headquarters of COLAGE this summer! COLAGE engages,
connects and empowers people to make the world a better place for children of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and/or transgender (LGBT) parents and families.

The Felicia Park-Rogers Internship Program

The COLAGE Summer Internship Program is named after our visionary former director
Felicia Park-Rogers who started the summer intern program during her leadership of
COLAGE. We honor her commitment to people with LGBT parents, creativity, energy
and years of leadership through 10-week internships that promote development of young
leadership, allow participants a hands-on look at the non-profit field, teach interns about
LGBT families issues, and promise to be a lot of fun!

COLAGE is the only national organization serving people with LGBT parents, therefore
presenting a unique perspective on LGBT issues, and providing a once in a lifetime
opportunity for interns. This is a hands-on job: you won’t just be filing, you’ll get to use
your creativity and initiative. We are looking for team players who are motivated to learn,
share, play, and work hard in support of COLAGE's mission. Interns will assist the staff
on current or new projects that fit their interests and skills. At the same time, interns will
provide crucial administrative support to staff. COLAGE is in a small office staffed by a
combination of full-time staff, part-time staff, interns, and volunteers where energy,
enthusiasm and competence are abundant.

Preferred qualifications
- Computer literate (especially on PC’s), knowledge of data bases, HTML, and desktop
pubhshmg programs a plus.
Experience and comfort with email and phone-based organizing and networking.
- Experience and comfort working with youth and families
- Knowledge and/or interest in LGBT Family issues
- Self-motivated, flexible, and full of initiative
- People with LGBT parent/s

Requirements

Summer interns receive a $2,000 stipend for a ten-week, full time internship including
some evenings and weekends. We will do our best to help you find housing if you need
it.

- Must make at least a ten-week, full-time commitment during the summer.

- Must be 18 or over if not from the Bay Area, 15 or over from the Bay Area.

- Must be LGBT, youth -positive and committed to social justice.

COLAGE is an equal opportunity and affirmative action employer
- People of color, people with disabilities, and people with LGBT parents especially
encouraged to apply.
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HELP THE QUEERSPAWN GET TO THE COLAGE MEETING ON TIME

QUEER SPAWN
_w@w ,@.

T WELCOME TO
I

- IS e K\\m\.ﬂﬂ\\\\\

e mm—t—— )
\?‘

—

COMPLETE THIS MAZE AND SEND iT iN TO COLAGE TO BE ENTERED

INTO A RAFFLE. WINNING ENTRIES WILL RECEIVE A PRIZE!
COLAGE, 1550 BRYANT ST SUITE 830 SAN FRANCISCO CA, 94103



"d[JJeI B OJUT PAIINUD 3( [[IM SILIUD [[V ‘Y10€ 1oquialdag Aq IOV IO Ol |

puas pue yorq 9y} uo Izeul Y} PR[dwo)) ¢;¢3z1ad B uim BUURAp

{([anof) s1epyiirg
reury
C )/ C /M CJ)/H  :(s)puoyq
:(S)iuaaed jo (s)oureN
(s)qmo& ;o (s)auna N
[][{m }r ]‘} ,”u“][ ”‘ 3
SMaN 19N BaIy Aeg{
I0J dn aur ugig L] ITOVTIO)D I0] I899]unjoA 0] Juem [ ]
(eouaipne A1940 107) (Aqiurej sa[oym a1} 10J)
sdoysxrom Ais1eAlq #5100 [] syueAy [ewds #OVIOD []
(s1epea8 S - €) (s1opeis S - €)
ma1) OVT0D Aegd 1sed [ ma1) FHVI00 4s [
(s1opei8 g - 9) (s1opeid g - 9)
[00YS S[PPIA A& e [] [ooyps oppI s [
(Ssueal)

SHNPY eo1y Aeg 4OVIOD [] weiSold uonoy pue diysiopes] yinox ]

ﬂlﬁ 11 M 1[

2InjeusdIq
ore( dxi # pIe)

AIAVOIHLSVIN [] VSIA [] 'PIeD JIPaI1d Aur 93.IeYD 9SBI[d
I9U10 [] 009$ ] ovz$ [

ocI$[]  (serue) 09$[] (Senplarpur) S€¢

@g@ [ JOqUIDIA E[{)V'IO B 9W099( 0] JUBM | @



Celebrate LGBT Family Pride

with Our Family Coalition
& COLAGE (Children Of Lesbians
And Gays Everywhere)!

PRIDE EVENTS
June 2006
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Cur Jam 1ly
CoatiTion

Our Family Coalition § COLAGE

Celebrate LGBT Family Pride!

Sunpay June 4, 1:00-4:00pm
SF COLAGE PRIDE PARTY

Party for all SF youth 7 and up who have one or more LGBT
parents. Come for food and fun. We will be getting ready for
PRIDE and celebrating a year of awesome COLAGE groups

and activities. Location: LYRIC, 127 Collingwood St.
EAST BAY COLAGE %%SJ'
PRIDE & POOL PARTY

A pool party and arts and crafts for youth in
grades 3-12 with LGBT parents. Swim and
play games, enjoy snacks and get ready for
Pride! Don't forget a swimsuit and towel, and dry clothes
for after we swim! Parents must come into the building to

drop off their kids and fill our paper work. Location: Berkeley
YMCA at 2001 Allston Way in Berkeley.

Sunpay June 11, 3:30-5:30pm

Weonespay June 14, 7:00-8:30mm

2006 LEGAL UPDATE FOR
SAME-SEX COUPLES &
FAMILIES IN CALIFORNIA:

Adoption, Parentage,
Property & Estate Planning
Join BANANAS, Our Family Coalition, and

oftorneys Deborah Wald (www.waldlaw.net) and Alma Soon-
gi Beck (www.becklawgroup.com) for a workshop that will
cover the latest information on LGBT adoption, donor in-
semination, surrogacy and co-parenting issues; plus prop-
erty and estate planning for LGBT families. Discussion will
include the impact of AB 205 and the recent California Su-
preme Court decisions on our families. Location: BANANAS
at 5232 Claremont Ave. in Oakland; enter from back of building
at second floor. Limited, free, on-site child care. Please RSVP to
aimee@ourfamily.org or 415-981-1960.

A.B. 205 ihe

Coliformia Domes-

't Pariner Rights

? \d Responsibili-
« bet of 2003

W) s of Jomary 1,
2005, Calfomia's

law of domestic
parmership will

Turspay June 15, 7:00-9:00u
COLAGE WORLD PREMIERE OF @
MYTHSMASHERS & PRIDE PARTY

The members of the COLAGE Youth Leadership and Action
Program (YLAP) are thrilled to invite you to a special event
celebrating the premiere of a new play MYTHSMASHERS.
e ] Created by YLAP and Fringe Benefits, this play
will be used in middle schools to bust some
common myths and stereotypes about youth
\ with LGB and/or T parents. There will be a
#8 silent auction, food, and plenty of fun for the

entire family. Donations requested at the door.
Location: Brava Theater, 2781 24th St at Bryant.

Finew,
T.

=

Frioay June 23, Time TBA \Q’ D:m .
TRANNY MARCH | /

Come hang out and march with COLAGE and Our Family
Coalition at the Tranny March. We will have fun activities in

the park and march with our friends and family. Location:
Dolores Park, 18th & Dolores Streets.

Our Family Coalition & COLAGE Co-Sponsor @
FAMILY FILMS AT FRAMELINE 30

The San Francisco International LGBT Film Festival
For descriptions and updated information, please visit:
hitp://www.frameline.org/festival/30th

Sunpay June 18, 10:30am: THE MANY ADVENTURES OF WINNIE
THE POOH. free for ages 12 and under. Castro Theatre,
429 Castro St. at Market.

Weonesoay Juke 21, 1:15pm: MOM'S APPLE PIE
/ QUEER SPAWN. Castro Theatre,
429 Castro St.

June 24, 11am: BEYOND CONCEPTION
Roxie Film Center, 3117 16th St. at Valencia.

Sunpay, Jue 25 10:30am
PRIDE PARADE & <%

FAMILY GARDEN mﬁ"ﬁ%‘%

Join Our Fomily Coadlition & COLAGE (Children Of
Lesbions And Gays Everywhere} to march in the San
Francisco Pride Parade! Come hang out with us,
because once the parade starts it will all be over oo
quickly. Bring snacks, water and other goodies to
keep the kiddies occupied. Visit www.ourfamily.org for
updates.

Qur Family Coalition & COLAGE are especially proud
to announce the 3rd Annual Family Garden,
sponsored by Kaiser Permanente, which will be located
at the south playground on the corner of Larkin &
Grove Streets. The Family Garden will feature art
activities, face painting and a playground. Parents can
meet other LGBT parents, rest while the children play,
and receive information about OFC and COLAGE ot
our booth.

Volunteers Meeded! Contact éw
oimee@ourfamily.org. Let's S 2
maoke this the best Pride everl KAISER PERMANENTE.

W,

To RSVP or for more information, contact Ember at 415-861-5437 exi. 103 or ember@colage.org; and Aimee at 415-981-1960 or aimee@ourfamily.org.
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Response Form

YES! We want to support COLAGE at the
11th Annual Bowl-A-Thon, as indicated below:

[ PERFECT GAME Sponsor $2,500

[l STRIKE Sponsor $1,500
[l SPARE Sponsor $1,000
[ ALLEY Sponsor $500

[0 TEAM Sponsor $250

] Enclosed is a check made out to COLAGE.

[[] 1wouldlike to pay by credit card.

[0 visA [JMASTERCARD #: Exp. Date :

D I am faxing this form and a check will follow by mail.

L e e e e e B B e oo B - ...

Contact Person for logos and other advertising needs:

Name: Email:

Business Name:

Telephone:

Address:

City: Zip Code:

COLAGE, 1550 Bryant St., Suite 830, San Francisco,_CA 94103. Phone: (415)861-5437 Fax: (415) 255-8345






W 11th Annual

A FUN FAMILY EVENT BENEFITING COLAGE

More than your typical fundraiser, COLAGE's 11th Annual Bowl-A-Thon is an event
where families and friends come together to have fun and support COLAGE's important
work. Now in its 11th year, the Bowl-A-Thon is a family tradition and community
celebration. In this event bowlers solicit donations from their family, friends, colleagues
and local businesses. On the day of the Bowl-A-Thon donations are turned in to COLAGE
and then it's bowl time!

The Bowl-A-Thon is COLAGE's largest fundraising event of the year, raising more money
and gathering more people each year. Taking place at the Yerba Buena Bowling Center,
this promises to be a time for celebration and fun for all.

Date: ' December 3rd, 2006
Number of Participants: 300-400
Location: Yerba Buena Bowling Center

Promotional Opportunities for your Business:

National newsletter Just For Us: circulation 3,000 households

COLAGE Bay Area Website: 1,000 hits per week
Bowl-A-Thon Program Book: 300-400 copies

Press Release: major media outlets across the bay area
Event Mailing: 4000 businesses & homes across the bay area

Bay Area NetNews: circulation 4000

Benefits of sponsorship on reverse!



@ 11th Annual

BevicA=tuey

Benefits of Sponsorship

PERFECT GAME Sponsor: $2,500

Full Page Advertisement in Program
(Back cover, inside cover, inside front)
Name listed on all press releases
Name included in all mailings for event
"Spotlight" in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area Website
Recognition at event
Recognition in thank you letters to all STRIKE Sponsor: $1,500
Bowl-A-Thon Donors
\ Half-Page Advertisement in Program
Name listed on all press releases
Name included in all mailings for event
Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area website
Recognition at event

SPARE Sponsor: $1000

Half-Page Advertisement in Program
Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area website
Recognition at event

\ ALLEY Sponsor:

Business Card Advertisement in Program
Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area website
Recognition at event

TEAM Sponsor: J

Business name in Program

Recognition in Just For Us Newsletter
Recognition on COLAGE Bay Area website
Eecognition at the event

In-kind gifts welcome. Contact
Ember Cook at 415-861-5437 or
ember@colage.org with any
questions about how to contribute.

COLAGE , 1550 Bryant St., Suite 830, San Francisco, CA 94103. Phone: (415)861-5437 Fax: (415) 255-8345



COLAGE

CHILDREN OF LESBIANS AND GAYS EVERYWHERE

END~-OF-YEAR PLEDGE FORM

O YES! I will join you as a donor to COLAGE. Please check the donation level.

O $10,000 FOUNDER

0O $5,000 BENEFACTOR
O $2,500 PATRON
O $1,000 SPONSOR
0 $500 FRIEND
O $250 PATRON
N N O S HEE IR
O 1 prefer to pledge § payable O monthly O quarterly O semi-annually

O Double my gift. My employer’s matching gift form is enclosed.
O I would like to make a contribution of marketable securities. Please contact me.
O Tam making a United Way donation to COLAGE (use COLAGE'’s name and, address to designate).

Enclosed is a check made payable to COLAGE for: $ ;
Charge my O VISA O Mastercard O Discover O American Express for $

Signature Name on card
Card # Expiration date

Name(s)

Organization Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone - day evening email

Please mail this form to: COLAGE
3543 18th Street, #17
San Francisco, CA 94110

Or fax back to: Fax 415/255-8345

Your contribution to COLAGE is tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. Thank you!
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Title: National Program Coordinator
Organization: COLAGE
Full fime, exampt posltion.

Pesition Overview

The COLAGE Program Coordinator supports and oversees programs with and for diverse
populations of children, youth, and adults who have one or more LGBTQ parents
nationally. Primary responsibilities are planning and executing local and regional events
often in partnership with other organizations, coordination of pen pal, scholarship and
online communlty programs for constituents, and overall support of the Program Dlrector
and COLAGE national programs. The Coordinator is also responsible for related
outreach, organizing. volunteer recruitment and management, program evaiuation.
adminiztration, reporning. media reiations and tunhdraising.

The range of tasks is varied and must be completed in a fast-paced, supportive and fun
environment. This Is a position for an energetic, motivated and highly organized
candldate and Is an outstanding opporiunity to help grow « leading youth, LGBT, famlly
organization working for social justice.

Organization

COLAGE Is a national mevement of chlidren, youth and adults who have one or more
lesbian, gdy, bisexud], transgender and/or queer pdrents. We bulld community and work
toward soclal Justice through youth empowerment. leadership development, education
and advocacy. Based in San Francisco, COLAGE offers an infegrated array of local,
reglonal and national programs, To learn more, Visit www.colage.org.

Responsibliities Include

> Coordinate COLAGE's programming during one-day and weekend events
across the country Including recrultment, tralning and support of volunteers,
program planning, outreach, curricula development, and collaborative efforts
wilth host and co-sponsoring organizations;

» Coordination of natlonal pen pal program and maintencance of oniine
communities for children, youth and adults with LGBTQ parents;

» Coordinate the outreach and administration of the COLAGE undergraduate
scholarship program;

> Provide support fo all of COLAGE's national programs, conferences, community
forums and outreach functions in coordination with the Program Director
through tralning of trainers, volunteer development, relationship bullding,
information and referral, new program development, research and evaluation;

» Help grow COLAGE's membership, particularly in communities of color and
among other historlcally oppressed groups and underrepresented constituents;

» Engage COLAGErs of color and COLAGErs In communifies of color fo develop
programs and ensure COLAGE's work and plans are informed by, reflective of,
and responsive to thelr needs and asplrations:

» Maintgin and bulld close coligporations with local and regiondl LGBT family
groups. vendors and other organizations In mutual community buillding,
educdrtion, dnd advocdcey efforts;

> Devalop and conduet educational presentations for diverse audiences within
the LGBT community as well as for professional development workshops:
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» Strateglcally track and mandge program data, fulfll evalugrion daetivities and
provide reports for staff, board, and funding sources:

» Assist with development and production of on-line programs and educational
materals/publications;

> Provide general administrative and offlce support.

Skills & Qualifications

Q Experlence faclliitating groups <nd leading tralnlings;

a Confidence working with and presenting to youth as well as adults;

o Signiflcant knowledge and/or experlence with youth who have LGBTQ pdarents
and/or other populations of youth -- 2-3 years previous experience In areas of
grassroots organizing, program development, and/or youth leadership
preferred:

QO outstanding Interpersondl skills, abllity T cultivate relgtionships with d variety of
people: must have demonstrated cultural competence in working with diverse
populations, including communities of color, immigrants, boys/men,
glrls/women, and transgender persons, lesblans, gays, and blsexudis, persons of
varying ages, socioeconomic backgrounds, health status and abilities, as well
as commitment to diversifying organizations and building anti-racist and
multicultural dllances;

Q Excellent ordl, wilting, research, listening, and organizational skills, Including
demonstrated ability to plan events, juggle numerous details and multiple tasks;

a Experence In developing and presenting workshops, educational seminars or

other publie speaking;

Experlence with recrultment and support of volunteers ond leading a team:

Excellent computer literacy In word processing, data entry & manipulation, mall

merges and desktop publishing;

Dependabile, self-motivated with ability to work independently and as part of a

team; maintains punctual project management and meets deadlines:

Wiliing and able to travel;

Willing to work a schedule that includes weekend and week-long events;

Bi-ingual {Espanol/ingles) a plus {please note in cover letter or resume);

Internet savvy,

0o

(]

opogoo

Compensation: Annual Salary $35,000+ (commensurate with experlence), plus
axcellant benefits (Including three weeks pdld vdcdtion and full range of hedith
cdre Insurance)

To Apply
PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION BY POSTAL MAIL... NOT EMAIL
Include a cover letter, resume, and 2-3 references (contact info only) to:

Program Ceordlnator Hirlng Committee
COLAGE

1550 Bryont Street, Suite 830
San Francilsco, CA 94103

-

Interviews will begin In early February, 2008. This position wlll remaln open until filled.

COLAGE Is an affirmative action and equal opponunity amployer who strives 10 reflect our diverse

constituents.
People of color and people with LGBT parents are sirongly encouraged to apply.
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Support and activism by and for people with
lesbian, gay, bisexual & transgender parents

January 22, 2009
Hello friend!

Last November, a few days after the election, COLAGE and Our Family Coalition hosted a Post-
Election De-Brief in the East Bay. With three other COLAGE leaders, I facilitated a workshop
session focused on their experience of this historic 2008 election. Once we settled in and closed
the door, every single person in the room had one or more LGBTQ parent(s). We were able to
share our joy over President Obama’s election and our anger over the passage of Proposition 8.
The space we created that night - COLAGEr-only space — was necessary and profound.

In over six years of organizing with COLAGE in various roles, this work has never felt more vital
for all of our families. 1 am honored with the opportunity to meet Bay Area families — youth,
adults, and LGBTQ parents — in this effort to create programming that empowers us to speak for
ourselves.

This spring, we are offering two monthly workshop series:

Stand UP, Speak OUT — A leadership series for youth ages 12-18 focused on public speaking
and media. Every 3" Sunday, 2- 4pm at the Embarcadero YMCA. See enclosed flyer for details.

We Are Family — Community building series for youth ages 8-11. Held during OFC’s Mamas &
Papas (5 10) Group, this is a great opportunity to meet other LGBTQ families and have fun!
Every 3" Saturday, 4:30-6:30pm at the SF LGBT Center. See flyer.

Also, be sure to join us on March 24" for our annual COLAGE Panel in the Rainbow Room at
the LGBT Center, 6-7:30pm. Come hear from the experts — teens and young adults with LGBTQ
parents — about what it’s really like to have LGBTQ parents.

Check out the calendar for more events through May. We will send another mailing in a few
months with more information about Pride month activities.

Please RSVP for monthly workshops by email: monica@colage.org or phone: 415-861-5437.
Feel free to contact me with any questions or feedback!

In Pride,

Monica Canfield-Lenfest
COLAGE Bay Area Coordinator

p.s. — Check our blog: www.colage.org/bayarea for upcoming event details. Sign up for Bay Area
Net News at www.colage.org.

p.p.s. — Are you an ADULT with LGBTQ parents? Are you interested in hosting and/or attending
a potluck with other adult queerspawn in the Bay Area? Would you volunteer a few hours each
month to work with youth? There are lots of ways to get involved! Email monica{@colage.org.

Children Of Lesbians And Gays Everywhen
415-861-KIDS (5437)  fax: 415-255-834!
www.colage.org colage@colage.ors

1550 Bryant St. Suite 830 San Francisco, CA 94103



COLAGE Bay Area Events
Winter/Spring 2009

£

Mark your calendars for these fantastic Bay Area events:

February 8-14"
12t Annual Freedom to Marry Week.
Take a pledge to have 7 Conversationsin 7
Days. Email pavlie@colage.org or visit
www.colage.org for more information.

Tuesday, February 10th, 6:30-8:30pm
Voiunteer Corps Meeting. Join other adults
(18+) with LGBTQ parents in gaining facilitation
skills and building community. Dinner provided.
Where: COLAGE, 1550 Bryant St, San Francisco.

Saturday, February 21+, 4:30-6:30pm
We Are Family Activity (ages 8-11) Come make
friends, have fun, and talk about having LGBTQ
parents. Event occurs during OFC's Mamas &
Papas group, every third Saturday through
May. Each activity session will feature different
games, art projects, movies and more!
Where: SF LGBT Center, 1800 Market Street, SF

Sunday, February 227, 2-4pm
Stand Up, Speak Out (ages 12-18) Kick-off
event for our spring Youth Leadership series!
Build skills and make change with COLAGE Bay
Area. Pizza will be served.
Where: Embarcadero YMCA, 169 Steuart St,
San Francisco

Sunday March 15", 1pm-4pm
Oakland Museum Family Day. Join COLAGE
and other Bay Area organizations for a special
day for ALL families! Activities included in price
of admission.

Where: Oakland Museum of CA, 1000 Oak
Street, Oakland.

Saturday March 21+, 4:30-6:30pm
We Are Family Activity (ages 8-11)
See February 21#t for description.
Where: SF LGBT Center, 1800 Market Street, SF

Sunday March 22nd, 2-4pm
Stand Up, Speak Out (ages 12-18) Public
Speaking Skill Share. Improve your public
speaking skills and prepare for our COLAGE
Panel on March 24,
Where: Embarcadero YMCA, 169 Steuart §t,
San Francisco

Tuesday, March 24™h, 6-7:30pm
COLAGE Panel. Hear about LGBTQ families
from the experts — youth and young adulis with
LGBTQ parents.

Where: Rainbow Room, SF LGBT Center,
1800 Market Street, SF

Saturday, April 18, 4:30-6:30pm
We Are Family Activity (ages 8-11)
See February 214 for description.
Where: SF LGBT Center, 1800 Market Street, SF

Sunday, April 19, 2-4pm
Stand Up, Speak Out (ages 12-18) Digital
Storytelling. Create your own video for.the
COLAGE YouTube Channel.
Where: Embarcadero YMCA, 169 Steuart St,
San Francisco

Saturday, May 16, 4:30-6:30pm
We Are Family Activity (ages 8-11)
See February 215 for description.
Where: SF LGBT Center, 1800 Market Street, SF

Sunday, May 17th, 2-4pm
Stand Up, Speak Out (ages 12-18) Celebration!
Watch the digital videos created in April, honor
our accomplishments and get excited for Pride
month!
Where: Embarcadero YMCA, 169 Steuart St,
San Francisco

For all events, please RSVP at least one week in advance to monica@colage.org.
Contact monica@colage.org or visit www.colage.org/bay area for more information.







BISI XUAL,
A TRANSGENDER, AND/OR QUEE ll PARENTS (S)?

IN THE WAKE OF PROP 8 AND A HISTORIC PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION...
ARE YOU READY TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD

GAIN PUBLIC SPEAKING SKILLS!
CREATE YOUR OWN MEDI
MEET OTHER YOUTH WITH LG6BTQ PARENTS!

Every 3rd Sunday at the Embarcadero YMCA,169 Steuart ST, SF

MARK vour CALENDAR
February 22 — Kick-off Party! Join us for pizza and a viewing of COLAGEr s in the media.

March 22- Public Speaking! Improve your skills for speaking out. Then. Speak Out to your local community as part of
our TEEN PANEL on Tuesday March 24 at the SF LGBT Center!

April 19 — Digital Storytelling! Speak out to the WORLD by creating your own YouTube video, which will appear on
COLAGE’s YouTube Channel.

May 17 — Speak OUT! Celebrate all that you’ve done and screen the digital videos. Get excited for Pride month.

RSVP to Monica(@colage.org or call 415-861-5437 for more information.

Attend all four sessions and be entered in a raffle to win a prize
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Gay Fathers - Exposed!

IS LOVINGLY DEDICATED TO BILL NEER,
NE OF OUR FOUNDING FATHERS,

WD GAVE SO MXH OF HIMSELF

AND WAS TAKEN FROM US BY AIIS.

“"THERE ARE SOME EXTRACRDINARY FATHERS, WHD SERM, DURING THE WHOLE QOURSE OF THEIR LIVE, TO EE GIVING

THEIR CHILDREN REASONS FOR BEING CONSOLED AT THEIR DEATHS."
LA BRUYERE (1688)

Produced and Directed by the San Francisco Bay Area Gay Fathers for HUILDING AND LFADING YQURGAY
FATHERS' ORGANIZATION workshop, facilitated by Bill Jones at the Intermational Coalition Conference of
Gay Fathers in Los Angeles, May 31 - June 2, 1985.

Graphics, format, layout, and edited by Bill Jones

- Printed by Patrick Lane

SAN FRANCTS(D BAY ARFA PO BX 31622
GAY FATHFRS SAN FRANCISMD, CA 94131

1985 STERRING (OOMMITTEE

Bil1 Jones, President (Chairdaddy) 332-2270 Steve Graham, Program (Mnthly & Retreats) 584~0586
John Messer, Vice President (Findraiser) 841-6500 Ronald Schultz, Library (Archivist) 861-3276
Henry Hopldns, Secretary (Membership) 621-7052 Jeen-Louis Huot, Host 474-0657
Dick Sharpnack, Treasurer (Budget) 835-2054 John Roberts, Coonmmications (Newsletter) 848-3416
Cliff Lowe, Special Events 932-2157 Patrick Lane, Comumications (Computer) 5646834

18 HIR PHONE (415) 841-0806 (6AM to MITNIGHT)
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The SAN FRANCISOD BAY ARFA GAY FATHERS live mostly within a SO mile redius centered at Mill alley,
Marin County. The counties encompassed are Marin, Solano, Napa (North Bay); Contra Costa, Alameda
(East Bay); San Mateo (South Bay) and San Francisco,

¥
Clearlake
Hightands

Wheatland gl
Sneriga 3

=23 . Ri0 O30, -
LA Lower tae (S T T T T o Trowbniage 43 1
A \ 5
Fish *
e et \
Guaiaia

4 Fa T8
Whisoe 23 ;< 2 Lincoln =
Aste pesing . Pieasamt 53fLoomecdh
. w Pme,\\ 17 ._,J—\ < fk E Grove!

*_Roseville

O & rboite N Er g
e g T

Navs Vilied
e

Fua;ldo:n:‘ £ 61 Fo op, ) m Tofe
. “~ San Fr Cisco s
! (B Gt i ad) Oty ity -
Pacifica -'\“
Shoro Pock Bagch 7 .
Moss Beach I
Mwuc%,&a"d o=
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA »)

AY FATHERS

Mustong Py
a1

One of our fathers comes to our monthly meetings from lake Tahoe, and eight hour rowd trip. Our
pot=luck dimmers are THAT GOOD!
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WHAT THE HRLL IS THE S.F.B.A.G.F. ANTWAY?
by Bill Jones, Chairdaddy - 1985

We started as most G.F. groups do, a smll mmber of men each feeling alone in a confusing, hostile
world; not completely accepted ar trusted by the gay commmity and even less accepted or trusted as
fathers by the straight cormmity. So we hoveled together at first trying desperately to justify our
very existance by sharing experiences concerning our gayness, our drildren, our wives, families,
lovers, and our ardent desire to be good parents,

(h, the joy we feel when we share our pain and our tears with other gay fathers! To know finally that
we are not alone! To know that what we are - gay and fathers is valid, workable, and a joy to live!
All of this, at least to me, has come in waves of love fram the Gay Fathers Group.

The San Francisco Bay Area Gay Fathers started very casually (read Nick Latham's description) with pot
luck dinners in July, 1975. We were men directly involved in raising our children either alone or with
our wives ar sharing the parenting with friends or lovers. Our numbers grew as fathers, separated fram
their children, painfully sought us out., Fathers of grown children and gay grandfathers joined us.
Young fathers still with their wives and children, living in daily fear of losing their family's love
if they exposed themselves as having gay feelings, still find us and we discuss, endlessly it seems,
the painful and liberating process of "caming out".

We are a support group, pure and simple, We do not judge and we do not provide THE ANSWER., We
enlighten each other by our honesty and openess about ourselves. We encourage. We stroke. We inform.
We reach out, We share. We love. We suppart you wherever you are and wherever you wish to go.

The S.F.B.A.F.G, has grown in complexity as we grew in mmbers and in the diversity of our members. We
are thankful to the Internatiomal Coalition of Gay Fathers for providing the impetus we needed to
produce this book. By sharing what we have gone through, both sucessfully end unsucessfully; how we
evalved and how we are, at this paint in time, orgamized, we hope to cast a little light for you to go
find yor own way. This is not a guide for you anymore than our rap sessions tell new fathers to our
group what to do and when to do it. We want to learn fram you too and this book just gives us the
agenda fram which we can pick each other's brains.

In general, our purpose is to give support and specifically our structure that pramotes that support is
as follows.

We have one major meeting on the first Sunday of each month, The meeting has always been based on a
pot-luck dimer. At first we were a smll group and able to utilize members' apartments and hames.
Children have always been welcome., Because we are now fluctuating between 100 and 300 members, we rent
a basement of the First Congrgational Church at Post and Mason in S.F. There is a social hour fram 5
to 6, followed by dimer and a short business meeting. We then break up into amll rap groups
(explained by Steven Graham under PROGRAMING). The Steering Committee meets on the following Thursday
fran 7 to 9 and is open to the general membership if anyone is interested. The Sunday following the
Pot Luck dimner is expressly for the newcamers to get to know the fathers' group on a mre informal and
inimate level. There is a pot-luck brunch fram 11 to 2 in a member's home and we limit the number to
about 20, The month is sprinkled with support groups that meet on a regular basis. We have 6 special
events a year which Cliff Lowe describes and fund raisers, fund raisers, fund raisers.
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The entire membership is encouraged to get inwolved with one ar more of the offices, committees, or
support groups listed below.

THE STEFRING QCOMMITTEE

President..cccessessessesccccseess Bill Jones 32-2270
Vice-President.ccesecscescacessss.Joim Messer 841-6500 ,
SECTELATYe vecssasssssasssasssase Henry Hopkins 621-7052 ~ -
TreasUrereceeescssacascascssessssDick Sharpnak 835-2054
Newsletter..eeeseseencocascncssce (hhnRoberrs 848-3416

Program...c.eceeeee cessesasessssesoSteven Graham 5840586
Librarian...eceesesccescscccesess.Ron Schulz 861-3276

OOMMITIEES

Hosting..eesessscssscssosescessssJoan-louis Huot 4740657
Booth-Outreach..ceeeeesessccsss «..Mike Berg 485-0655
RetreatS.ceesesecacsasscssoces oo CLiff Lowe 932-2157
Float ~ Gay Pride.ccescecescsesss CLiff Lowe 932-2157
BrochUre.escsccescscasscaassssssskeith Thams 922-0632
Kitchen.eessecsescsascscacsssssssDon Magruder 4746200
G.F. Crisis Fund.ceeeseccccscssssJoe Towner 863-6250
Fundraising...ccesesescscsesscsess.Jom Messer 841-6500
Non—profit Status ceressess .....Davewmrtm 648-4440

SUPPORT GROPS

WeeklyeeeaoeseacsossosesscessesessEd Kent 641-8146
Teenage QrildreN.seseescccccaesssMarty Carls 824-5088
Children Under 13.ccecessccscsssssDuane Sisson 763-6398
G.F. and WiveS.ceeecesscncecsssessBill Stover 472-3861
G.F. OVEr 45.ccceccasscsccassessssdeanlouis Huot 4740657
Parents of TeenS.eecssssccecesesssJoin Messer 841-6500
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SPEATH BEKRE THE NATTONAL MARCH KR LESHIAN AND GAY RIGHTS DURING THE DBMOCRATTC CONVENTION IN SAN
FRANCISD, 1984
by Mark Stephens, Representing the Gay Fathers

We are all here today to demand an end to the oppression we experience as gay people. Thousands of us
gather here for the millions across the country who cannot.

Perhaps quietest among us are the more than 2 million gay fathers in this country.

Most of these gay fathers are men who are still married, still go to church and PTA meetings, and
contine to support their families as most fathers do, Yet they camnot expose themselves as gay
people. They nm the risk of not anly losing their jobs and their friends. They risk of losing their
own children as well,

These men are invisible, yet they live in anguish and desperation, in torment and in fear. For many,
it is a closet darker than the blackest hell. Few can assert their rights, overwhelmed by worry over
the consequences,

A gay men coming out must fight hard to assert his rights in our society. But a gay father must also
defend against a barrage of attacks that are based purely on myth.

One myth is that children raised by gay fathers will tumn out to be gay themselves. The fact is that
chlldrmrmsedbyyysaremmrehkelytobecmepyaiultst}mt}nsemnsedmanyot:her
household. After all, our parents' heterosexuality didn't rub off on us.

Another myth holds that gay men shouldn't parent because they are immoral and will molest their
children. The fact is that 97Z of all child molesters are heterosexuals, with children of their own.

Throughout this country, gay fathers are being denied custody. They are having their own children taken
away from them, often forbidden from even visiting with them. The father loses his children...but
worse...the children lose their father.

So the son ar daughter can't understand why he ar she isn't allowed to see the father they love so
mich—the father who has done nothing wrong in their eyes.

A1l of the research has consistently pointed out that homoseximls do not differ from heterosexuals in
their ability to be good parents, that sexual preference has no negative effect on children, that gays
are, in fact, better parents because they advocate and practice a value system of love, understanding,
and respect for others, free of hate and violence. It is proven that a gay father's opermess about his
sexuality mekes his relationship better with his children.

What really hurts the children of gays is the hatred and injustice imposed upon gay people in this
country.

In spite of these facts, aur law and society are horribly out of touch with reality. We are dealing
with a political and legal system which encourages fathers to be estranged from their own children
because of senseless and unproven myth. We are often confused by a religious system wrich persecutes
gay fathers when the same system encourages procreation and parenting.

Tens and thousands of people are writing and lobbying in opposition to you and me, spirited by
self-righteous zealots committed to denying us the right, denying us the freedam, to raise our children
to be loving responsible human beings. We must each do our part to work for and elect responsible
politicians, including judges, who are advocates of the rights of gay people and gay parents.
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I am a father, I have two children, a daughter almost 13 and a son who is 16.
My daughter is warm and bright, active and pretty. She is a girl scout and an intermediate gymnast.

My son is energetic and athletic, intelligent and very sensitive. He has had a paper route since he was
ten and is working now in a restaurant for his summer job.

They both have pets, and they both get straight A's in school. Neither has ever been in trouble with
the law.

My kid's best friends, and the people they respect, are the same kind of people, regardless of color or
religion or sex, or sexual orientation.

As a father, I have tried to teach and demonstrate love and respect for others. I am gay, and I am not
unlike the over two million other gay fathers in this country who are mrturing their children.

I love my kids, and I am proud of my family, My family is warm and strong and beautiful with the
values, the sensitivity and the courage that meke this country great.

To the invisible millions of you—and to me—I know there is no greater joy or sense of pride than in
raising children. Not just to watch them grow, but to actually participate actively in molding and
developing a loving, caring creature.

No ane should be able to take that right away!  Thank you.

Page 7



The waiting is over.

Valley
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THE ROOIS OF GAY FATHFRS — 1975-1976
by Nick Latham

’Ihe1985GayFreedcmDayPamdeinSanF&amisconaﬂcsﬂetmthamﬁversaryofamSFBAGayFaﬂms.
NickIatham,cneoftlnoﬁginalfanﬂersofourgtmp,s!mw}ﬁsmmrjmofﬂnoriginsofGay
Fathers.

"Faggdads by the Bay"

Oxr sons were five. They zipped about like yapping Pekingese. A bigger sun-lazy breed, we fathers
lounged on a Lafayette Park bench, Sunday, June 15, 1975. The conversation of my friend, B.A., and me
was the germination of Gay Fathers.

Months earlier Gay Sunshine published my article describling my alientation as a fathers in gay
liberation. Mail in response exceeded about any other article Sunshine had ever printed! I Answered
each letter and kept a list of correspondents.

B.A. and I invited each Bay Area correspondent to join us in the 1975 Gay Freedom Day Parade. (On
parade morning, we converged on St. Mary's Park, most meeting faor the first time: Fathers, children,
household members and friends, wamen amng us. Most were end-of-the-era hippies, so "in the moment” no
ane brought a camera. Several unselfconsciously enjoyed hallucinogens. Then and for several parades
to come, some wore camp and other ethnic drag. A few fell in love.

During the parade we met more and more fathers. Some marched with us. Crowds on each block exploded
with our celebration. We were novel and startling. At Marx Meadow Blackberri dedicated songs to us.

The newspapers singled us out.

We organized a potluck in July, including our new contacts. For months we alternated meetings between
my house on Sutter Street and the home of one other father, Our meals were vegetarian, and our
children were always present. An early inspiration to name the group "Fagdads by the Bay" was fin but
never formalized,

The intimate support group of six or eight households was complimented by monthly Sunday potlucks of
about 40, The larger group's first crisis — an immdation of well meaning daddy/tusbend hunters —
was resolved by our first policy, that membership be contingent on continuous relationship with a child
or a search for a child of one's own,

The smller informal group — all daddies with preschoolers — was bonded by survival needs and deep
affections. Most lived on a subsistance ar welfare incames and in "alternate lifestyles." With changes
of custody and moves to the country, this group, for with I have sweetest nostalgia, drifted apart.

Expansive and capable leadership evalved in Allen Klein, Tom McGee and others. As gay life in Sen
Francisco became more structured and mainstreamed, so did Gay Fathers, meeting the needs of a larger
membership and a broader commmity. Proud as I am to be a founder, I often look in awe on the
acheivement of subsequent leaders and membership.
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EARLY DAYS — 1977-1978
By Allan Klein

At first, five or six of us met in someone's apartment. Often there was food to share but more often
that not it wasn't the food that brought us together, it was our common concerns. Most of us had the
same questions and similar problems. Should I tell my kids? Can I be affectionate with my lover when
my child is around? How can I get child custody rights?

We came together to get answers to questions because we could get them nowhere else. We supported each
other the best we knew how, with love, with understanding, and sometimes with answers because we had
been there,

Mailing and minutes of the meetings were never thought about. Fach month we would decide where to meet
the next month, If you missed a meeting, you called someane and got the information.

'Demrdspread,mnmdvdedupmﬂaﬂyermsmededmmnmneﬂnnactmedng. I volunteered
to do it and a hat went around to collect the postage and envelope monies. When there wasn't enough to
cover the costs, I added to it.

Month after month I licked, folded, and stamped. After two years and over one hundred letters per
month, I decided it was time to move ane. I felt good about helping to keep together a mxch needed
group and more than pleased that it contimues to flourish.

Wbﬁmﬁlavetln:ghtﬂntﬂnduﬂd\eamtedwtofamwnmedswﬂdgtwwmmﬁshso
meny?

EARLY DAYS — 1979
by Marty Carls

Just6yearsago,ﬂnSFGayFaﬂmsgtu1pmtﬂmnghanajornetmmﬂnsis. It became evident that
it was mo longer feasible for the group to be facilitated and run by the host father of the month.
Newsletter commmication, promtion, group facilitation, out-reach, food coordination, and many other
medsseaﬁmbemppEgup.Ismrtedﬂnfhststea—ingmnﬁtteemwdamdiversifyﬂme
emerging responsabilities. This established a more structured procedure for meeting the needs of the
gay fathers of S F, :

At the time, each monthly meeting was still being held in a member's hame. We were averaging
approximately 12 to 18 members each month. Each meeting offered two topics for discussion. The topics
gamallydmltwimwﬂngammfmymﬂﬁiaﬂs,legalissmmﬂmdﬂmmﬁng(mﬂmgs
mmdmge).ﬁefimtsteairgcmﬂtteewsistedofBobBomtte,Sm&mmﬂmself. We
would meet an hour before the meeting to coordinate the agenda and comect loose ends. Often we would
spmkdmingﬂnmumabwtmeds,mlidcs,rmchmgwtmﬂmuauyaqnﬁngwamndty
location, rather than members' homes.

Inloddnglnckatthosedaysandtlnseacpen’.ax:es,Imlstmytlnttl'leywereraarding,hxttmywere
certainly not the "good old days." Our finances were often non-existent. Had it not been for the
f:'_rmn:ialsxpportofBﬂlNeer,almgtinenanber.wewaﬂdmtlnvel‘adtl‘efimtoreachmtto
the comumity with winning floats at the Gay Day Parades. (Bill recently passed away, from AIDS, and I
would personally like to dedicate our float to his memory.)
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Asthegmupgnew,itbecamapparmtﬂntaﬂ‘airpammvasrmdedtobecasistmtlyavaﬂable. I
assured this role for most of the meetings. Gradually, our membership mishroomed. The Chairperson
became the Chairdaddy. The 12 to 18 members at a meeting grew to 60 to 120 each mnth. The skeleton
steering committee became a corporate board. ALl of this represents a great deal of healthy internal,

1980 — 1981
by Tom McGee, President

having increased attendance at meetings, We outgrew the spaces available in private homes. We changed

and outings, wiﬂmmdﬁldrm,mﬂwestnrtedﬂnideaoftavingasepamtediswssimgtmpforam
children exclusively, with a professional facilitator. We had guest speakers fram a wives and ex-wives
wpmngwp(ﬂairmydnlogiﬁ/grwpfmihmmrmmspmkmm),mﬂwsmnedﬂﬁdmm
ways to create better understanding between that group and ours.

VbuiedsmrdngasateuitegrmpinﬂeEastan,Sanmauty,mﬂdamﬂepaﬁnsﬂa. We started
having mid-month support groups and occasiomal social events. 'IhemxthlySmF&'arx:iscouainneet:i.ng
and the social events were the best attended.

1982 and 1983
by Mark Stevens, President

Wenadetrmﬂwsaunmlthsinjtsttuoyears. WithoverZI)nBﬂ)a:'s,vewereﬂ'elargwt
singlegayfathersorganimti.minﬂeworld,andstﬂlgrwirg. Our innovative programs have been a
nndeltoeverygayfathersmﬁ.mtimmtlnomﬁmt.mﬂvelavebaﬁl'stinmeareasﬂmue
can count,

~1. The teemage group... Can you imagine the Gay Fathers without it?... How meny straight fathers do
ywhwttnttaletheirld.dstoawpportgxmpformyﬂﬂng,mnhlasforhelpingettingalmg
better, and supporting family love in a tough world?...

~2. The Fathers Over 45 Group... 'Dlefactistlntaswegetolder,an'rolaasfathersdmxge,asdo
our lives as gay men.

3. Vkravegaﬂmedovm'lmbodsmlmnsanaﬁtymﬂmrmﬁngmﬂplacedﬂmmﬂelaﬁng
library. kblnvelomtedmﬂxemxedmﬂpmintoﬁelibmrywermmﬁdsmﬂ'em
subjects... T}em'sahstofsynmﬂnﬁchwersmﬂnam,alistofexpatﬁwforastody
issnm,andevmﬂreearﬁc.‘lsmlw,asa@yfatl'm‘,todnosealmyer.’ﬂm’e'sammgelmg
bibliography on legal cases that involve gays and custody and other issues....

4. ﬁem&eatsﬂntwetave}adfavebemammlemiamofmmmgﬂnlmrtsmmmm
swlsofuuxderfulnmwtnsharedmre:‘ntlnsetmdaystlnnnﬁghteverooan'atavdnleyearof
fathers' meetings. Mﬁmtreﬂeatxasaneddemruneforts,hxtbemmeithassosm&ssﬁﬂ, it
servedasamde.landcatalystforoﬂ'ergrwpsacmssﬂeoam y to help individual fathers, their
lovers, and their children, all live happier lives,
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-5. We computerized our mailing list and membership records, including a billing system to simplify
dues collection.

6. We organized and implemented successfully a year-long fund-raising program.

~/. We implemented an accounting and budgeting system, allowing us to plan, project, and organize on a
yearly basis,

—8. We wrote and printed up a new brochure describing our organization.
-9.Weinstalledateleplrne]:ine,a'lbt-]jne,'sothattlnseinneedcwldreedxuszltlnn'saday.
<10, Ittodcawholeyearof}ardcunnitteework,thfinallywewroteandtlmadoptedacanpleteset
of operating by-laws.

=11. We set up and manned information booths at: the Lesbian-Gay Freedom Day Celebration, the anmual
Health Fairs, and the Castro Street Fair.

-12. We fully participated in the International Coalition of Gay Fathers Groups.

-13. We developed a Program to welcame and introduce Newcomers that includes official greeters,
specialdiscussimgru:psatﬂnirﬁxstmldﬂymetjng,mﬁteleplnmefo]lm.

And,a]lofﬂﬁsisinadditimtotharegularmmtlﬂymetings,tl'xemid-mnﬂ'lsxpportgrmps,tle
nrid—mlthsoc:ials,ﬂnsevemlbigpartiesmﬂsodalevmts,ans]etta'evm‘ysinglemﬂl,mﬂa
variety of sumertime activities geared towards the whole family.

Ifuewemsncssfulinamactivitiasdmingﬂﬁstine,mdlﬂﬁnkﬂatmwem, it was due to the
following factors:

Warmth of our reception of Newcamers
Listening to the needs and desires of our members.

1984 — THE YEAR (F THE VOICE
by Dyke Garrison, President

The temptation in doing a retrospective is to supply a landry list of "gee whiz" information that
becomes "ho hum so what" by the end of the second paragraph. Instead, let me summrize by noting that
1984 emphasized two area: outreach and arganization.

Q‘garﬁzatimmantstmﬁngtheyearwiﬂmamsive"fhmuego.Hm‘edowego?"plamﬁngsasimby
the steering committee, Calendar, budget, priorities, objectives and goals. Goals like - Be available,
be visible, help those who need help.... So far, so good.

Inpracticeﬂatmlslatedtomacpandedrwletterwiﬂuintewiewsarﬂnat:imalgayneus. Boak
reviews. Local interest items, It meant appearances on local television shows. It meant
participating in the San Francisco Fair side by side with straight organizations. It meant meetings



with topics like legal issues, schooling, temageism,a;mnlofquestimsarﬂmsbyan‘wn
high school group.

Mﬁmmmmﬂmmmmmmm'%ﬁmmmwdmmm&y
Fathers and didn't know who to write to" campaign which offered a free bibliography to anyone
responding to an ad in Advocate. The response was significant: yes, there really are gay fathers in
ﬂmelegaﬂaryﬁdmtmmsmﬂys,ﬂeymﬂesammedsmﬁwdmﬂnmtoftsm.
And then we built a video library. And it was good.

Andwest;arbedayumgpeople'sgrwpxdﬁ&netoaumtwiﬂlt}eFaﬂar'smﬂﬂyneetmgsoﬂle
7-12 year olds could get together.

Andwel’elpedtl‘nelooaleffortt:ohave(hyFaﬂmers' lﬁg!msimludedinttelhmaaticl’]atform(evmif
it did smack somewhat of politics....)

We played, too. A couple retreats (Who are we? What are our personal, public and fathering roles?
what do we want from our group? From each other?...keep it clean, getlemen). A wonderful eight foot
bootforﬂn"Fatlm‘WfDLivedinaStne"witha]ll’ﬁslddsandrodedMl'hﬂcetSu'eettodBersand
vavsmGayF&*wdanDay(andmthewdformstinspimtimalﬂoat).Partislm‘e((lu'istms)md
ﬂme(ammlSﬁnsmbmchwﬁng)mﬂe]sahete(Faﬂm'slhyEvemﬂnpier).

Andsammsiwmeﬁngsmmlptsfmmv&ntwemnymtedmﬂmywadstedmﬂeﬁmt
place. (Service and support, in case anyone has forgotten.)

Itmsmt,asﬂﬁsacoamtmys:ggst,amrmﬂeticalyear.blemtsmemeds. We discovered
others. We tried to be there for the people who needed us and for one another. And more often than
not, we were there,

It was a year. And it was good.

1985
by Bill Jones, President

Apartystartedthenewyearoffasaﬁmdraisa'mJamarylst.'D)emueyt}ntwecollectedvas
ear-mdedforaﬁnﬂmmvvidele@laidmarfaﬂmsuuggﬁngwiﬂlastodylntﬂmmﬂ
visitation rights. We call it the Gay Fathers Crisis Fund. Over $1,000 was contributed that day, with
enother $1,000 promised by Mark Stephens, an ex-Chairdaddy, to be domated as soon as we get our
non—profit status.

ﬂeﬁmtmedngofﬂnymrmsveryspeddandmmvhg.%hmeddlmfanﬂingfaﬂmsmﬂ
sbseqnmtﬂnhﬂadﬁesmﬁﬂﬁrsteaﬁ:gmﬁttesﬁ&o&ﬁﬁmtsofmapm&iaﬁm(&empy
in the back of the book). What happened during the presentation was an unfolding of our history as a
growing and healthy arganization. It is to be hoped that the first meeting of each year will provide
ttﬁsspaceforthemtgoingoffice:stob]mthm‘.rlnmsatﬂﬂnm«lyelectedofﬁoersadameto
beat their drums. Tradition gives us stability and warmth.

We changed our beginming time fram 6 P.M. to 5 P.M. to encourage fathers to bring their young children
to our support groups. Itistnpedtlntw}msdmlstartsintl'efa]l,\emstartat4PM.andend
at 8 P.M. so that children can be tucked into bed at a reasonable hour. The Gay Fathers organization
isprinaﬁ.lyawpportgzmpforfathersinvolvedwidltheirc}ﬁldm,arxlwemstleeptlﬁsinnﬁm.
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Waamaamnméh'amnaimﬁlnmn'ﬂntom'mmsmmnn:qu>ﬁr<mrwhesamieb«ﬁms,ﬁxihxmzd
by Amity Buxton, is so successful. She started this group in March (to a standing room only crowd),
amiaheﬁythreisarewsqpxtgnmpoﬁHmaxﬂ@i&anﬁnmfmrﬂecnmﬁﬂnimutmgs(ﬁfan'gw
dads and the wives they love and are struggling to keep.

Umbrthaamgcﬁranimlofom:Engﬁm]ﬁnxur,SUWe(kdﬁm,wagad&ya‘mﬂ(kegz'hmotmeAﬂB
crﬁdsamihwefamd(mﬁlmgpﬂ)malehAﬂB,amiwﬂlcuﬁnntomrowlmruﬂﬁw'ﬁleamnrwhm
an attorney, Dave Wharton, will lead a session a1Wﬂls,Heﬂﬂ11mmnnne,aml?ﬁmgThﬁ@sIb in
General.

’meSmnnlkmrhtohmnranxwwxmasisdknxewﬂﬁsy&m.B:mvﬁmﬁimn£1mm@s.'Deiinmis
u:ghethamwamasanﬁmaﬁmeinwﬂwmmtwuhom:gumcnanidbmﬁlmﬂindmnelaml-ina
hme.Thasxaﬂisu:hadﬂetoeqedanedntuaﬂlfdxuhnvewaem&mmgm;asmﬂargum:
a closeness and a time for fun. The third benefit is for the President. He can find out, on a ane to
<nebm§s,wnnaexhihﬂerisat,mﬂ\mm:ﬂnynaﬂ,amiamai,fnmthegnmp.

Thu;wnr,ﬁximefhsttme,weanaﬁﬂhnﬂg'ﬁramo%:hzdtmdinﬁrﬁgihmlyamlqncmlfrmnb

to our July potluck supper. Wawﬂl,attkﬁxmedng,hanrth:mgmﬂztkn[hnmﬂsaﬁiEﬁeﬁscﬁ
Lesbians and Gays. They will facilitate a large rap session.
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A group for the children of gays? Aren't they a little yomg to be dealing with all of this?
Questions like this are often expressed. We have found that it is good for fathers, their lovers and
friends and for their young children to have the fellowship of gay fathers.

Our play group has helped dispel the myths our own children hald about what gays are like. Eating with
all the fathers, lovers and friends and having their own play group facilitated by gay men }asgiven
thanﬁ:eexpen.emeofﬂledlvermty,loveandcanngof@ymx Their presence keeps alive in the

fathers group ane of the mejor reasons for our gathering together.

Unlike the teenage group the children's group is not rap session. Few children want to sit around and
talk. If they do talk, and no subject is taboo, they do so in midst of activity. We have arts and
craftspmjects,ba]lgm&suﬂldntmﬂerfulmvmmﬂemrfba]l,unblmg puzzles, words,

world with a gay father. When and if someone needs to verbalize stong feelings they are accepted and
listened to as a part of our experience.

Starting the group was not easy. Adults always set the agenda and the meeting time was arigimally just
too late for children, 6-10 pm. Having enough flexibility for the wide range of the participants has
been difficult but as the group meets, what the childen would like to do becomes more clear.

It is a joy to see children dropping the onus our society puts on them, coming out of their shells and
enjoying true love and fellowship of gay fathers.

THE TEEN GROOP
by Mary Carls

We are celebrating the third year of serving teenagers of gay fathers. We can remember starting the
group as a one-shot experience that mushroomed into an overwhelming success. We are particularly proud
of the support provided to these young adults, both through the leadership and positive role modeling
of myself, as well as the peer support system the teenagers give to one another.

Each month the group is open to teenagers who have gay fathers. As it is a drop~in group, o
membership varies in mmber from 4-18 members each month. Some members each month are regular
participants; others attend for the first time., This variety has afforded the teenmagers a umique peer
support system. The more active, long time members seem to instictively assist, comfort and provide a
foundation for the newcomers develop secure feelings. This allows the entire group to solidify
unusually fast. This also provides a climate of safety in order to discover one's feelings are special
for oneself, but not totally unique. This awareness and atmosphere enables the teenagers to feel safe
and to explore their commnality at levels they likely have not experienced to date. What a umique and
healthful encounter our children have available to them!

Same of the issues that come up in the group are: dealing with Mom, Dad, divorce, Dad's lover, sibling
rivalries, school and social issues (grades, dating, peer pressures), drugs, commmication skills,
sexuality, assertiveness issues, ATIS, coming out as a child of a gay parent to others, and "Will I be
gay/leshian?'. We also spend time acknowledging the joys as well as the conflicts in each of aur
lives.
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Through relaxation exercises, guided fantasies, and role playing as well as discussion, the above
issues are brought to the surface, experienced, felt, discussed and sometimes resolved. Resolution is
often the exception, as these areas of concern are primarily deep issues, & have to be approached from
a perspective of an on—going life process. Teenagers, as well as the vast majority of adults, tend to
deal with conflicts by either denying them, blocking them or fighting them, The resistance to look at
painful areas in our lives and do something to change the situation is great, as a human condition.
The peer support the teens give one another helps each of them feel less isolated, as well as provide a
sense of inspiration to break through same of the resistance and deal with those heavy-duty issues
mentioned.

We have also included the fathers in same of our meetings as invited guests. In this atmosphere, the
basics for father/child commmication are established. One to one, as well as group appreciation and
love, is expressed by many. It surprises many of us with conflicted father/child relationships how
easy it is far us to feel and express appreciation and love to ane another in a structured, sane, and
calm conmurrication atmosphere. This is very exciting to witness and participate in.

In closing, I must acknowledge that this group could not happen without the willingness of both father
and teenager to explore and deal with what's going on in their lives. We, as the S.F. Gay Fathers
Organization, can be very proud to be the only group of its kind in the world, We also can have a
great deal of admiration for ourselves, our children, and our conmmity awareness and sensitivity, to
be actively doing something to meke the world a healthier and happier place to be,

(FORMER (R ORRENT) WIVES (F GAY FATHFRS SUPPORT GROUP
by Amity Buxton

Wives or former wives of gay men with children have a special need for support, which must not be
ignored by gay fathers, These waren have two concerns: (1) their husbands are more attracted sexually
to gay men than to their wives, and (2) regardless of sexual orientation, they and their husbands share
the pleasures and responsibilities of parenting their children,

Regarding the concern about sexual preference, wives need to meet and talk with other women who are
coping with the reality of their husband's dual allegiance and their own sense of "second best" in the
area which, to the femle-according to recent research studies-is equated with love. Wives of gay men
need to share comon feelings in order to assuage their feelings of rejection and devastion to some
degree. They need to learn successful coping strategies to accept the situation and to enjoy the
"together" times with their husbands. A support group provides a wvehicle for commmication and
learning.

Regarding shared parenting, wives need to find out how other couples contain the gay issue while they
wark together to provide the stability and consistency necessary to act as a parent "team for guiding
their children's development., This union of mother and father is very important to the children, as it
is in divorce or separation., The children must know that both parents will help them address the real
and imagined implications of having a gay father. 'They suffer if their fathers and mothers harbor
anger and resentment about this fact, and support groups helps the parents resolve such feelings or at
least cope with them constructively.

The wives support group of the San Francisco Bay Area Gay Fathers organization operates on two levels:

1. As a subgroup of the Father's monthly meeting, when fathers, wives, ar couples elect to meet with
a facilitator or panel of wives, to ask questions or share concerns and solutions.

2. As a network of wives who share individual concerns by phone or in person.
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T}eFaﬂler'sgxumm-ganimdesdedxﬂjngofﬂnmdﬂympportgtmpmedng. The wives who lead
tl:egrmpselecttletopic,incmsﬂtatimwithttthtters' leadership, in response to expressed
needs of both the fathers and wives.

GAY HUSBANDS AND WIVES SUPPCRT GROUP
by Bill Jones

RecaltlytheSFBayArmGayFatters'graxplnsspmsomdseveralacﬁ.vitisofspedalmterstm
ttnsewmarestﬂlnarn'.ed(urotherwiseimolvedwid]aspan‘alfam]e)and\mttommininsam
swtofmimqktaossnﬂrdadadﬁpdﬁlesdﬂmmiﬂngopmmagomgrﬂaﬁmdﬁpsﬁm
other men ar otherwise expressing our gay sexuality.

ermtfonmﬁmoftwoﬂmapedal—perspecdvegwpsmﬁihtedmﬂﬁsmwimt. This
pastFall,ﬂeFaﬂmsbeganspasoﬁngasxpportgrumfarSpassmﬁEk—SpassofGaym
(dwcnbedelsewlnre),mmichmnyofarmrdedmnbm'stavemmghtﬂejrwivs; at about the tame
time,ﬂeVbdnsdayNigltGaymﬂmsmal}hrdedh'sRap&umatﬂnPaﬁ.ﬁcCaxwfwﬁm
&'owthinBeﬂeley,\midlnmyBayAreaFaﬂm'sattaﬂ,beganreg.ta]rmet:’.ngofa"Still—bhn‘ied"
group.

MApdl,mﬁﬂmﬁmﬁnmmmmwasodalmtmimmtmgeﬂnramm
of gay married men, their wives, and meny of the children. Although a small group was originally
planned for, eighteen couples attended. In addition to social contact with members of a like group
(\kﬁdlumy—bothnmaﬂmm—htm‘saidvasﬂeﬁ:stofitsldxﬂﬂeytadeveramianed),_
smeoﬂierusefulnetwoﬂdngshavemﬂtedﬁunﬁﬁsinitialsasim.

Smeofthedmlnvemwfomedaaxpport—grmpmtmﬂcofﬂnirm,withweddyueeﬁngsmﬂerﬂle
leadershipofmespwsev&nisammedoamselor. Phnyofthemarenetwoﬂcingwtsideofthe
grmp(s)touhi&tlnynaybelong,andallreportfhatsmeofthassseoffnstraﬁmtheyanefelt
atﬂeirmnapparmtmﬂqusmsmﬂalam!nsmwevamted,asdeytavemdadmm
exchange ideas and experiences with others in gimilar situations.

Samofﬂereamﬁngissmv&ﬁdnﬁllmﬂmbtedlym@a@minﬁxmmdisamim:
-jealalslyinﬂeuardageatﬂtmtol'mﬂleit;
-su-ategisforxwerv:i.ngtimforamelf;
- coming out to ourselves;
- caming out to the wife/significant other;
-vaytohvewiﬂmderea]imdmﬂntmdntmsmleepmmagxﬂﬁmtrelatiaﬂlip
gomg\dmmnvaofoppositesacesmmﬁmllybemammaofamndtywiﬂﬁnﬂn
bise:nnloammity,itselfanﬁmritywit}ﬁnﬂlegayanmnﬁ.ty, iteelf a minority . . . and so on.
("Just how many group am I really ready to be misunderstood by, anyway?'")
- strategies for establidumgormmminingmapmopdatelwelofopam&ss/sxpport/tdm for
us within the main relationship; helping the wife/significant other to feel comfortable and
supported in what may be a new, unconfortable, even threatening situation.;
- mﬁng/cmtimﬁngmnﬂnrrdatimslﬁpmanhavayﬂntﬁeacpectadmmﬂmedsofboﬂl
parties can be met.

Atlewtaeaddiﬁualmdalamtfwwml&soffaﬁlisisﬂmneddmﬁngﬂemseofﬂe

Sunmr,andthethreesupportgmxpswﬂlcontﬂmei:ﬂeﬁnitely. Additional information and ways to
contact any of the groups may be had from Bill Jones, President of the SFBAGF.
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FATHERS OVER 45
by Keith Thams

In May of 1982, four fathers with young-edult children got together to explore the idea that SFBAGF
MghtbetmrmetﬂnmedsofmofﬂBOMErfaﬂemifﬂmmaMd-mﬂlsmportgrwp
specifically for them.

Mrfmﬁlialmmﬂmoblmsmoftmmﬂeeedlydiﬁmtﬁmﬂnseofdadsmﬂﬁ:
twenties and thirties. Aymmgfathernﬁ.glthedyingtooopewiththedivomeandvjsimtim
tsofalumplnbicjtﬂgeorthedn]leng&sofoo—parmtingayumgdﬁ.ldwithhislover.
MOldafaﬂmmgimbedQIMgwimﬂﬁngsaﬂlasﬂejuvaﬁJeMme,aﬂdmsuangmtﬁm
a teenage son, oranadultdaughtervd’nhasaﬂyrecmtlyleamedabwtdad'ssannlity,orhis
relatiomhipwithawi_feorex-wifetovtnnhewasmrrledfm‘umwyears.Nottonmtimtheproblms
offeeling;astcme'sprimand—perl’apsforﬁ)efirsttine——almearﬂwittnrtatme.

Ibdtonaetmﬂersmﬂing,aoceptinggaynrmisdiffimltpmblanformnygayfatlmsv&namsﬁll
wean‘ngthebloanofywﬂl.Itcanbemm}arderforanoldergaydad—wpeciallyaewho}nslet
himself belive "...nobody wents you when you're old and gray..." (and gay).

"Fathers Over 45" meet once a month in a father's home. Attendance has varied from highs of 12 to 14 to
as few as two or three. A search for a meeting format contimues and perhaps the answer wil turn out to
beﬂmereslnﬂdhemaefmmt.l]smlly,andalvaysifﬂlerearemmers,neeti.ngsbegi.nbyeadl
father in turn identifying himself and describing his situation. Should someone in the roam have a
prasingproblan,}ﬁsdﬂanmmybecamﬁedismnsimtopicforﬂeevaﬁng.(hmsianllyatopicm
bemdnsenamlanmnedinadvame,butaluaysapamlproblenofthemmtisgi.vmpriozity
over any previously chosen topic.

Pbedngsamusa]ly}eldmwedmightsﬂartingat&marﬂnmﬁngabamtwtnms. Light
refreshments are served. Nwarﬂﬂmmmﬁmdpotlmkdﬁmerisﬂnfocalpointforastrictly

The host is allowed up to $10.00 to cover meeting cost. The group no longer has its own mailing but
rdiesmﬂers]ettm‘aﬂmedngsofﬂemhgrammmmmmetingdatmmﬂlomdms.

DIS'IURB]}EQJ}BI'I(]B:Vhyisattaxiameﬁequmﬂ.ysolwand\mydoestlegruxpfaﬂtoatmtor
hold meny new members? Qleansvernnybettattlm'eisaseaningmlmtmcemthepartofnmygay
mmtobeidmtifiedwithmygrwpttntbyitsrmeimicatsﬂlatmnbersarenolmgerstrapping
youths., In the beginning there was much discussion about the name, Suggested names using words such
as senior, mature, and alder were vigorously opposed. The name "Fathers Over 45" has endured, perhaps,
largelybemusemmehasoamupwithanyﬂﬁngbetter.Yamgergayfaﬂlersan‘ltluirspedalfﬁends
are always welcomed to attend meetings but rarely do.

THE OVER 45'S SUBGROUP
by Jean-Louis Huot

'IhepurposeofﬂeOva‘AS'sgrmpismneetﬂeneedsofﬂnnmbersofChyFaﬂmsvmsecanens
aremlongerﬂatofdﬁldcareordm]ingwiﬂmwivsasismxﬂlthecasewiﬂxyamgermnbas. The
Over 45's have a different set of issues to loock at, and different way that they experience the mned
for support and fellowship.
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The Over 45's meet once a month in someone's hame. These meetings usually are for two hours in the
amnhg,amiemiwﬁﬁtxﬁﬁaeaﬁ.a*e«n'ankus. The SFRAGF had voted funds for any father who wents
totﬁtnm:ﬁx‘sxheagnnpamiumhidﬁchtoterummmmaiﬁx‘ﬂecnmscf(xﬁﬁaadx.

There have also been meetings of this group in cafes or in bars. Sometimes (perhaps two ar three times
each year) these meeting are held as pot-luck dinmers. Locations and time of these meetings are put
immtmemGEMyremmxuas,amimmmmmﬂatthammﬂﬂysmmarmamﬁg.

Dnsamaﬁh@ssuennm:saﬁalthmnsmpxtg;aqs,asliexmmkzstﬁ this group rarely seem to have
pnmhnstkmtha'maiUJdnnaaﬂxﬁsm&;mﬂ gather support for., Occasionally the meetings have
hmiagmstsgzha‘mra;nﬁﬁuﬂartqﬁc,amimx.ﬁﬁnqmmﬂy,themxtﬂ@ssﬁllomu‘d&ananbtm
a nearby bar for further socializing.

Perhaps because the needs of this group's members are less demanding, the group is not effective,
udhssuﬂlsanamﬂeemmimnﬂlu)nmﬂmiﬂnxmmuxs(sneofuhnxema'ametothamnﬂﬂymaxﬂg)
of the next meeting and where and when it will be.

CRISIS FIND
by Joe Touner

The Crisis or Emergency Defense Fund is one of the newest and most innovative ways in which SFBAGF
members are working together to help each other in their parenting. Created in November 1984, after a
hmgﬂysmresﬁﬂzmdinqﬁnﬁﬂmdlpiwﬁefmﬂnﬁsa‘ﬁrcneofomrmmhns,ﬂn(kﬂﬁthﬁ(ndﬁms
financial and conseling support for individual fathers involved in costly legal battles to secure and
protect their visitation and custody rights. Asmmq«ﬁlslnwalarmﬁ,tmﬂxuxauﬂy,gﬂ’ﬁnhas'
relationships with their children can be challenged legally by ex-spouses, resulting in financial
hardship and emtional stress for the father, SFRAGF has always been committed to helping its members
ﬂxsxhcrﬁ*s,bm:nwthaamz&idnem(f1mefmﬂ\dllaUndm;ﬁrtmefhsttmetoemzmiﬁrax
financial aid to fathers involved in litigation.

The Crisis Fund is a loen pool generated by separate fund reising activities from which short-term,
interest-free emergency loans will be mede to members in good standing who have demonstrated economic
hardship due to legal fees and related costs. The fund is administered by an independent committee of
the SFBAGF which reports to the SFBAGF Steering Committee and which operates under written guidelines
approved by the general membership. The Fund exists under the nonprofit corporate status of the
&BMF,anidﬂ.amujhniastn‘ﬁelhmiaxamtwiu.haa:suhnﬂ tax-exempt charitable domaticns.
Allamﬂﬂzmknsibr,amlmemiof]nmszne,ofcunse,sujcdytxnfnkntuﬂ.

The Crisis Fnd is more than just money. The Committee brings together broed expertise in fund
rahﬁng,faﬁly]aw,oaﬁiﬂn:nxn&mﬁnn.gqroanséhng,amiimxwddxe;md&em*nhdng. Its services
and advice are available to any member who needs emotiomal support or more specific referrals to
low-cost legal, psychological, or other professional asistance in dealing with an emergency in his
relationship with his children, It is the committee's policy that loens are only to be mede in
conjunction with the offer of these other services. We intend to work with various commmnity
organizations and an'aﬁlreaxnteﬁﬂ.maﬂeniﬁp'u>dewﬂopreﬂntal]isusofrepuuﬂﬂegpwtﬁﬁinnnjye
professional services in the Bay Area. These lists will ensure that any gay father can have easy
access to free or low cost consultations regarding the multiple issues and potential costs that could
be involved in litigation. In addition to cash domations to the loan pool, the Comiittee invites
professional practitioners and firms to donate initial consultations to the Rimd. We also plan to tap
the many experiences of our members in preparing a videotape about our own court cases; this will be
hqm:hathaSH%GFlﬂmaryamiuiﬂ.haawﬁhﬂﬂe:&rlntknﬂ.chxnkniah
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By seeking u>awﬁd1mm£a§m7<wm&ammia1mﬂlw'esuﬁglﬁglmninylgyqurexmztmnwhm
aknhmdylwas&ny,tm;SBMF(}ﬁﬁsFUﬂ\dlldeemlﬁmmxan:axmﬁbmialu)ﬂn gay cammmity
in general and to our members individually. We hope to eventually expand the fund to cover other
high-cost emergencies confronted by gay fathers, perhaps ranging from out-of-state travel to
catastrophic medical bills. However, the fund will always remin rooted in its original source: our
love for our children and our pride in ourselves.

THE GAY FATHFRS WITH TERNAGE CHILDREN SUPFORT GROLP
by John Messer

Mnm:MMAaythnmglhmtyauy<neofthemnﬂﬂydﬂxm§da1gmqslnhiatom:hnge&mdn'mxmﬂg
focused upon members who were rearing teen-aged children. The group was extraordinarily well attended,
amiﬂlﬂetuahansvermt,mmyismesemn;d.Itbaam(mﬂzzmpnam1mm:ﬁnxnalwmthaetm
form a more permanent opportunity to address the issues and needs at hand. Consequently, we began to
meet ance a month outside the general monthly meeting.

We are as diverse a group of fathers with teens as one can imagine. Sare are single-parenting our
diMnm,dhashmesﬁm&:mﬁnh,sdllmhmshmetoﬁmm:u:hadﬂetoam:nrkﬁsatdﬂ.‘k
have discovered that we have muxch to offer each other both in terms of information sharing of a legal
and counseling nature, and also in terms of the emotional support we give. Being a teenager is, in and
of itself, typically a rough time, Being a gay father has its own special difficulties as well. The
two in combination make this particular support group all the more important as one of the many
services we offer to each other as a group.
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NOTABLES ON NEWSLETTERS
By John S. Mills

Comumication is one of the primary goals of Gay Fathers. It is the sharing of feelings, the exchange
ofinfomationandﬂmegiftofva]idatimtlntmlman‘grwpsoinportanttoammnbers.'Ihenmthly
newsletter is one of the principal vehicles by which we commmicate with one another. The newsletter
readmeverymnberofﬂemnimtim,ﬂnsednaremarmﬂﬂnsewbarefar. As the editor of
theSFBAGayFaﬂmdmingl%&,Imstcxﬁshedtorea]izedntwrruslettermsmﬂedmtaﬂy
to our local members, but also fathers as far away as Honolulu and New York, From time to time T would
receive letters from fathers who had moved fram Sen Francisco, They shared how their monthly
newsletters enabled them to vicariously experience the activities and emotional support of the group.

bhnynﬂnsofgwdjamn]imamapphmblemﬂnpmdmﬁmofevmasinplemletw. Having a
wﬁetyofdaigatedsecdmsﬁﬁ&appmredm&aft&mmh,fmmph,ﬁaredadivasiﬁmﬁm
of the content of the publication. Members of Gay Fathers have many different interests and needs,
which should be reflected in the arganization's newsletter. The regular sections included the
President's Message, General Meeting Description, Bay Area Beat (local news), Librarian's Corner (book
reviews), Feature Stary, Announcements and Advertising Page.

The recurring sections of the newsletter also gave the readers both structure and consistency. The
basic format of the newsletter remined the same month after month. When one needed to find out a
potluck assigrnment for the general meeting, for example, ane would know that it would always appear
near a special symbol at the bottom of the page devoted to the general meeting.

Perhapsmeofthemstinportmtdnmcteﬁsticsofﬂeneusletteruasﬂatﬂmefrmtmgealmys}ad
ahsﬁ:gofﬂeinpormtumamgmedngsmﬂmtsmﬂahighlyﬁsnlmdmofaspedd
event, 'Dregmloflnvingﬂﬁstypeofinfomatimmafrmtpagewasﬂntitumldhecmeaquick
and easy monthly reference for the fathers. Critical addresses, times, names and places could be
readily located by the reader.

Inside the cover, news items were divided by a balance of past and future group activities. An
import:antﬁnr:t:imofﬂxeNews]etteristogememtemﬂmsiasnforevmtsmﬂactivitiesﬂntam
plamned. Participation in the upcoming activities was encouraged. Past news items were also
important. These articles described the successes of the group's functions and provided an excellent
opportunity to give recognition to appropriate members.

A section for amouncements was included near the end of the Newsletter. This acted as a written
bulletin board for members to commmicate with one another. Items of lesser importance were included
in this section. This was also an appropriate place to mention the activities of other groups, which
might be relevant to some of our memebers. The newsletter always concluded with a sponsor's page. The
contributions fram the sponsar paid for the production and mailing of our newsletters,

The newsletter required an editor. Information would occasiomally need to be reduced in order to fit
into the space available. Frequently ammouncements from other organizations would be submitted in
forms of various lengths in consideration of free space in the newsletter. All too frequently details
regamﬂgummﬁngspeddmmsmemtrmdvedWﬂndmﬂimfmwhﬁsimmﬂﬂﬁedimrfwﬂ
it necessary to do some speculative and creative writing in that situation. A deadline for copy was
mcesmqabwtaeuedcbefmﬂesdedﬂedmﬂjngmadermaumﬁmfwﬂeﬁ:nlcanpoddm
and duplication of the newsletter, )

T!nlixysiwlprodmﬁmofﬂemlettauasadﬁevedbyﬁrstamﬁngdeetsofdﬁtewmdm

paper the size of 8 1/2 by 14 inches. Each sheet would be sectioned into two halves measuring 8 1/2 by
7 inches, which would eventually become each page of the newsletter. Titles and ornamentations for the
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headingsofeachsecﬁmvastypedmtocmvmtiaaltypingmper,thmwtarﬂpastedmbothe
construction paper. 'D'esixlargepiec&sofansmnu'mpaperwiwﬂefhnlmittmcanpositims
mﬂmﬁntmopiedusingatmsidedm&satalomlcmmrdaldmﬁcaﬁngstme. Using a light
pﬁntsetﬁng,scotchmpeﬁmmﬂmﬂsbeuemwpydeetsmmtrepmdmedmﬁngﬂe
duplication process. After the newsletter was oollated and stapled, it formed 12 distinct pages the
size of 8 1/2 by 7 inches. ﬁecostofptntcopyﬁgZSOofﬂeﬂreelegalsizedweetsdwble—sideduas
approximately sixty dollars.

'Dn"bhﬂingBe&s"werealmysajoyﬁﬂoccasimtosocialize.Withfamfatherspartici.pat:ing,ZZ)
copiaofthenewsletteromldhefolded,insertedmtoanalvelopeandstmq)edinalittleoverone
hour's time. Approximately 30 copies of the newsletter were not mailed. Fifteen were reserved for the
newcamers that would attend our next general meeting. The president of the arganization was given five
forhisgnpossandtheeditorkepttmoop:i.esformdividm]s'reqnmtsforaaranewsletters.

'Daepmdmtimofanewsletterismaa:itmgmﬂdnllmgingactivity. The importance of the
newsletterinminmﬁﬁngoammimdmwiﬂiinﬂngtuxpwmtbeova‘sdmted.

WRITING A QUESTIONNATRE,/SURVEY
by John Buxton

'D'eprimryobjectiveofwritingaq\mtimajleistoobtaininfomatim. The questionnaire must be
dearinitsqmstimsmdeasymmseerinmﬂertoamnagempmﬂmtstoreply. A lengthy or
jnvolved questionnaire will discourage people fram answering. Also, don't intrude in sensitive areas
by asking personal questions, e.g., income, education, age, religion, etc.

If at all possible, use a one page format. Questions that are structured for check-off ar short
answers rather than open~ended will produce more responses. They will also simplify amalysis of the
data. Nonetheless, amnagemtmﬂspacedmldbeprovﬁedtoa]lwforaddiﬁanlcamms. These
cmmtscmmoﬁdedabomdmofamrsmdimmoftopicsmtasedmﬂequ@dmmim.

'Ihepmrposeoftheqmstiamﬁesl‘mldbegivmevmifitismlyagmemlornn'.rﬁmlstatamt.
&iefjusﬁfimdasmngomﬂeqmﬁmaimitsdfmthxgamduﬂdappearmamhtter
in order to conserve space for questions.

&umﬂaqusﬁmsaddmahmtﬂemedsofﬂerwpaﬂ&tatﬁnbegimﬂgdﬂemmdmnim.
This will establish that he is the primary concern and not the arganization. Questions drected to the
needsoftheorganimdmmaftaﬂxisvtmareoepﬁveattiuﬂalnsbwﬁﬂlyhemambﬁsfed.

Amiledqustiaunim}asamnhluermteofreumﬂmaedistrihmedinameting. Distribute
andoollectthequsdmraimatameﬁng»&mrspaﬂmtsaremiﬁngforaspeakeroroﬂerevmtto
start. Don't distribute at the end of a meeting as people are planning to leave. Have plenty of spare

pencils and same extra copies of the form. Have the explanatory presentation mede by a speaker of
brevity and wit. If there are objections to same of the questions, suggest the objector write his
substitute questions on the back for consideration in the next questiomnaire.

Provideas.mmryorfeedbackoftherwﬂtstoyanrspaﬂmtsinamcsletterorsinﬁlarpublicau‘.m
soon after completing the survey.
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SAMPLE QUESTICNNAIRE:

Please help 7yourself and other fathers in our group
the following questions about your needs and talents:

1. Would you like to be on the mailing list given only to
menbers?
2, Would you like the newsletter sent to you?

If yes, show address if different from below:

by answering

3. Which of the following support groups are you
interested in:
a, teenagers
b. children under 13
c. fathers over 45
d. weekly rap group
e. wives and ex-wives
f. husbands and wives still together

4, Which of the following committees are you interested in helping:
a. hosting

b. fund raising
c. special event and fair booth

d. retreat organization

e. gay parade float

f. media outreach

g. kitchen

h. crisis fund

i. non—profit status

jo overall plaming (Steering Committee)

5. Which of the following skills are you willing to contribute:
a. public relations
b. newsletter
c. legal
d. warking with children
e. crafts (=gdlled labor)
f. creative (specify)

g. clerical
h. other (specify)
6. What activity would you like to have added or expanded:

7. What is you most immediate concern as a gay father? As a Gay Man?

8. Additional coments (please bach if necessary):

9, Name: Phone:

Address

Children's Names and Ages:

n_._. NnC



THE HOSTING OQOMMITTEE
by Jean-Louis Huot

'Dmepm'poseofﬂlel-bstjngcamdtteeistowelamtl'eNacmsv&na:ﬁveattlemthlyneetingand
aid them in feeling comfortable and at home in the group.

There is a table at the doar of each monthly meeting where people come in and get their name tags and
pay theur contribution for the cost of the hall. Behind this table is antother, at which the Host for
newconers sits. }bgeteachpmspectivemnberofﬂeg:uxpwlbisﬂmeforﬂ)eﬁmttimmfﬂl
out a sheet of information and tells them to fill out a sheet of information and tell them about the
group, and what they can expect to encounter this evening. He asks if they with to join the group now
andgivesﬂmthefomforttntiftheydoarﬂgetsﬂeirmny.&‘,iftheywisltot}ﬁ.rﬂcitover,le
giv&eﬂmafmmmﬂmarﬁdeabwtﬂegayfaﬂmsgrmpmﬂacwpleofhadcisamofﬂe
newsletter, and a return envelope that they could send in their membership form and check in.

The newcomers are given a nametag that if larger and has a blue border, so that members of the group
wiJlrecogﬁzeﬁEirdmmaﬂsotalkwiﬂxﬂmmﬂesodaIMﬂntprec&dsﬂedjmmaﬁ
meetings.

Within the week following, the Host will call the Newcomer and see how he liked the meeting, if he has
anqusdmsahoutd)egrmparan‘activitis,atﬂifhecanomethethe?rsidmt'smnnhttntte
holds the Sunday following the general meeting.

The other members of the Hosting Committee are alert to talk with and welcome the Newcomer as he cames
into the room where we hold the social hour.

DUTTES OF THE SAN FRANCISOD BAY ARFA GAY FATHERS SHCRETARY

by Henry Hopkins

The primary responsibility is to maintain a current mailing list. This is very important because a
correct up-to-date list is necessary each month so that the Newsletter will reach all the members of
the group.

In order to do this, I greet and collect domations form arriving members and guests at the monthly
potluck meetings. Information received at this time is used to update our mailing list. Donations are
turmed over to the treasurer.

In the early months of the New Year, I collect amnual membership dues, send them to the Treasurer and
build the new active, inactive members list.

Another duty is to take Steering Committee notes and have them ready for interested people at the
monthly members meeting and the following Steering Committee meeting.

I mke my home available for the monthly Mailing Bee where some members gather to get the new
Newsletter out to the membership.

It is my pleasure to serve the SFBAGF in these ways.
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INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER (F THE SFBAGF
By Ron Scholz

PHILOSOPHY: A gay men mist grow in the knowledge of himself and of the gay world around him in order
to relate better to himself, his loved ones, and his world. Each fathers group has the obligation to
help other gay fathers come to better understand and like themselves as individuals of worth as well as
their role as father, spouse (ex-spouse), lover and citizen of the world. The library or information
center can be a part of that.

BOKS: Much has been written about the gay lifestyle. A collection of books that may be checked out
by the members of the group can be of great help, especially to those who are new to gay lifestyle.
Books can be obtained as gifts from those in the group who would wish to domate what they have so
others can meke use of them. All that is needed is a gingle individual who will tske the
responsibility of meking a list of the books in the library, placing check-out cards in each book, and
seeing that those books checked out are returned. It is important that members of the group be made
aware that books are available to be checked out.

VIDED-TAPES: Many individuals now have VR's in their homes. A video-tape library is also important.
The SF/BAGF's have a video library that individuals may borrow from. A $20.00 deposit is charged for
each video borrowed. For those that go through the mail, $5.00 is charged for shipping and handling.
Any group who is interested may write to: Archivist SF/BAGF, Department L, P.0. Box 31622, San
Francisco, CA 94131 for an amotated list of video's in the library. Each father's group should keep a
list of those tapes that are available either from their own group or those that can be borrowed from
SF/BAGF.

JOURNAL ARTIQES: Magazines have provided a wealth of current information on the area of gay fathers.
SF/BAGF maintains a list of over 100 jourmal titles that may be purchased for $1.00 an article. All
articles deal with subjects of importance to gay fathers. The current nine categories of articles are:

1. Children's Viewpoint
2, Cumrch Issues

3. Gay Adoption

4, Gay Parenting

5. Gay Step-Parenting
6. Group Information

7. Homosexual Fathers
8. Homosexual Husbands
9. Legal Issues

A arrent bibliography may be ordered by writing:

Archivist SFBAGF
L
P.O. Box 31622
San Francisco, CA 94131

ARCHIVIST: The same person who is responsible for the library can keep information about the group.
In San Francisco a photo album is kept of all our activities. The national coalition also has an
archives of which any vital information, newsletter, etc. can be sent. Check your natiomal chapter
newsletter for information of where to send it.
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(CD-CRUINATIONS OF SPECTAL EVENTS
by CLiff Lowe

The Special Events Co-ordinator is responsible for the planing and execution of the social and outreach
programs. 'These activities include such diverse activities as retreats, holiday parties, special
parties, and the group participation in the Freedam Day activities., Other activities include beach
parties for our extended families, weekend get-togethers and locations for group members to gather for
holiday dinners when they have no other place for the celebration.

Ideally, the Special Events Co-ordinator works with a sub~committee who take responsability for various
phases of a specific activity. The co-ordinator then oversees the entire activity. The key to success
is to find persons within the membership who have an interest or a dkill, and to put them to work.

In the past, the S.F.B.A.G.F. has experienced such diverse activities as river rafting, beach parties,
St. Valentines' Day parties, Fathers' Day parties, weekends in the country or at the ocean, and several
very successful retreats. Some of the day activities have included hikes to the wilderness with our
children, or kite flying on same of San Francisco's scenic but windy hills.

Qur biggest activity every year is our participation in the Freedam Day Celebration in June. We have
an information booth at the Civic Center, and we march as a contingent in the Parade. This is always a
big occasion in San Francisco. It is reported to be the largest parade in America, outside of NYC's
St. Patrick's Day Parade. The response from the crowd has always been enormously positive to our
contingent., We have won the award for Most Inspirational Float for three years in a row.

Basically, the Special Events Coordimator is the Perle Mesta of the S.F.B.A.G.F..

“RETREAT! 1"

San Francisco Bay Area Gay Fathers has been many things to meny people over its ten year lifetime. It
has been innovative, creative and supportive in many, many ways. One aspect of this has been the
willingness of dynamic steering committees to provide new ways to serve its membership. Two years ago
the Committee came up with the idea of an anmual 'retreat”. The term itself has various connotations
to different persons-fram a religious experience to a withdrawal from reality for a period of time.
The idea of a retreat for Gay Fathers was to provide some "time out", to get away to a refreshing and
peaceful environment and to share one's life flow with men of similar experiences, desires and needs.

It was a risky idea—would anyone want to attend?-what kinds of sessions would be provided? etc, but the
experience of the first retreat that year absolutely knocked the socks off the twenty or so guys who
attended! A rented cammercial lodge in the woods-can you believe old camper's bunk beds?-Gourmet meals
prepared by some of our own best chefs, and rap sessions that were timely and appropriate to the
situations of so many of us. They had the effect of burrowing through the protective veneer so many of
us "stout hearted, walking wounded daddies" had subconsciously adopted so that tears flowed (sometimes
for the first time in a long time!), broken hearts were gently held and mended and a sense of menly
fraternity and love created that has abided with each one of us since that last "hug fest" of a closing
session, The personal testimonials, the deeply expressed love of our children and loved ones, and, for
same of us, the first experience of standing amng "our brothers" and being able to proclaim our love
for ourselves was an experience that we hope may be shared by each of the gay fathers in our group and,
indeed, everywhere in God's good creation.

The sessions were thought up and run by the guys themselves and are available for sharing with your
group. The idea of a Costume Party on Saturday night ("Come As Your Favorite Whatever!") lent just the
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lasting friendships have been formed, the entire group has been strengthened by the "life" regenerated
by the retreats and we very much desire to share the "mechanics of this super experience if you so
desire. Please feel free to call on us "San Francisco Daddies” for help in arranging such an event for
ﬁurgnupmﬂ,ﬂudxhamzﬁxﬂ.ﬂnmammzaﬁw<f‘s\mo'hmetnmﬂmudxmﬂ\du.UEmw'thﬂp

yalpnﬁuxaﬂﬁsvmq'snuﬁsﬁﬂ.@qe:kn&eﬁx'ymrgnmp!

MINTHLY POTLIXX AND SUPFCRT MEETING
by Steve Graham

The monthly meetings are the primary gathering place for SFBAGF and achieve the arganization's two
primary objectives of socialization and support.

Socialization is principally fostered through the potluck meal and is now preceeded by a social hour
whze;nnjaﬂmﬂynavmmhasanaﬁmndmaiu:anthumgmmhusaniaﬁzmmhz. The opportunity
u)mxmleqﬂeamim*enavﬁiaﬂsiscasﬂbnﬂzakgﬂinﬁeohﬁdimaofthamgmﬁznﬂn.

&mgxtisIrﬁrigﬂhrﬁsuralﬂrughthasmgrtgnnm;dﬁdxmntaﬂxreudnn:hs&e&sm&mﬁg.
The groups are facilitated by members whic have training and experience at peer support group
facilitation. In contrast to a therapeutic group or an information group, a peer suppart groups
empowers its members to caome to terms with comon predicaments through the mstual gharing of feelings
and experiences. Peer support evolves fram the members' discoveries of their own and one another's
strengths and resources to resolve, grow, and move ahead. A gay father as a result of a successful
support group will not only feel more competent and better about himself but will network with other
ﬁthS(hrmgamiﬂﬂkﬂhgtmegnmpasa«nmjmdm;smmuaofsqmmt.

Group topics are suggested by the member and are anmnounded in advance, If the topics are varied,
interesting and relevant, and the groups will facilitated (see the separate section on facilitating),
the mmber of groups and members will only be limited by the space available at the meeting place.
Qurrently in San Francisco five to seven groups are held each mnth (all our meeting space allows),
and demand for expansion has been met in two ways; the creation of the South Bay and North By chapters
ﬂntmaﬁtmnahxaﬂy,amiﬂr:aﬁahﬁngofsmxﬂﬂ.sqpmx5yumsatoﬂnrtnnsdmim;ﬂennmh.

At the present time the foloowing support groups meet at other times during the month at fathers'
hames:

- Weekly Support Group: every Tuesday an opportunity to socialize and participate in a small
support group;

— Fathers with Teenagers: meets monthly;

- Fathers Over 45: meets montly;
-&medngCamiUEE:Bdnﬁpﬂlyancrgmﬂmtmnﬂ.mxtﬁgtntahxtampxtﬂn.

~ Weekend Retreats: Twice a year get-aways for intensive support groups and socialization.

ﬂnlﬁﬂkﬂﬁgznetnrnmtb'nthu'gmum#Umﬂs that meet each monthly Sunday meeting as contimring
support groups:
- Newcomers: an opportunity for new members to learn about what SFRAGF has to offer and to
amaiaresqpxtanmniﬂrirchtmsmnxsasgmrﬁmhzs;
— Transitions: an opportunity for members experiencing specific issues of divorce, visitation and
custody disputes, caming out, amhgingﬁhx,hnnkmgum.ax.arﬂﬁaadngsincmrlrmsthm
can benefit by mrtual support;
— Teenagers Group: support group for teenage sons and daughters of gay fathers now in its third
year;
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~ Preteenagers: a more activity ariented group for younger kids with opportunities for interaction
and support aroung life's issues as appropriate;

- Spouses and Ex-Spouses of Gay Fathers: scheduled as a one time group earlier this year, this has
become a seccessful contimring opportinity to look at issues, roles and relationships between gay
ment and their wives and ex-wives. Facilitated by a spouse, this graoup has drawn to the monthly
meeting an increasing number of wamen who are spouses and ex-spouses.

In the past, cmﬁMnggtumslnveﬁdtﬂedaddiﬁaalopporhnﬁdmsnhasparﬁmsofgayfaﬁers.
Itisammtedﬂatmtmtmmﬁmﬁnggmmsvdﬂmxmﬂmmﬂatmmldnosemnmt
at different time thatn the monthly meeting, this freeing space for a new contimring group or
additional special groups at the regular monthly meeting.,

Specialgrwpsfomsontopicstlataretlnelymdofcmnmcacemtogayﬁaﬂmsmdamaﬁueduled
for one tine. Recmtempl&sﬁrltﬂeasmismADB(AﬂB—mdicalupdate;PérsmwiﬂlAﬂB;AIlB
action-volunteer opportunities; insurance and wills). Relationship topics are common (e.g. monogamy
vs. non-monogamy) as topics concerned with parenting (e.g. kids, fathers and drugs; gay parenting and
the school system). Other topics have included religion, politics, sexuality, coming-out to our kids
and others, employment, divorce and custody, etc.

Program feedback and evaluation is critical for meximm responsiveness and relevance. Mxch of San
Francisco's evaluation comes fram informal fesback through the facilitators and directly to the Program
Coordinator and other Steering Commttee Members. Towards the end of the yeer, however, a special
grutpisoonvmedattheumtlyneetingtoreviewtheyearamitsprogrmsarﬂbginﬂ'eplamﬁngfor
the nest year and all its changes.

A FBJ THOUGHTS ABOUT FACILITATING
by Steve Graham

The very term “facilitating" implies serving as an agent to achieve an objective ar, more simply, to
help make something happen. In the groups sponsored by SFBAGF, the objective is to empower the members
to support one another around issues they have in common as gay fathers. The role of the facilitator,
then, is to help achieve this empowerment and mitual support. From this understanding it is clear that
the facilitator does NOT do the following: 1) have all (or even same) of the answers; 2) do all (or
most) of the talking; 3) serve as the "experienced" expert to the "novice” members; 4) serve as the
"therapist” to the "troubled" members; or 5) serve as the leader to the "followers."

The facilitator should perform in a way that within the hour and one-half or so available, a mumber of
things are achieved. First, the topic of the group mst be sufficiently explained so that members can
select a group that is relevant to them and is facilitated by someone with whom they are comfartable.
It is probably best for the facilitator to amounce the topic and state, if appropriate, the limit on
the mmber of members the group can handle. (If a topic/group is too popular, it may be advisable to
be prepared to split the group into two groups with an additional facilitator in order to keep the size
a manageable one, between 8 and 12 usually.)

Once the group is convened a "sense of group” is established in the minds of the members. This
requires a physical set-up that provides privacy and camfortable seating arranged in a circle so that
all participants (and facilitator) are equal and no one sits behind or in front of amother. This also
requires the "closing" of the group to additional members at a certain point in time and discouraging
members from leaving for another group (or group hopping). Facilitators can begin the group in any
muber of ways. Silence and perhaps guided meditation or physical relaxation provides the distancing
from the rest of the evening and helps create a sense of group. This can be followed by a brief verbal
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contribution by each member (allowing for those who are simply mot ready to speak) that includes
self—introductions and a brief "headline" of his persomal experience or circumstances visa vis the
topic. The "group" is constructed by the individual comtributions of its members at the outset. The
confidentiality of what is shared in the group is an unbreakable rule that must be stressed at the
beginming.

Exmlmmkrtnsancmpxtxdqru:dnnaennrmnzsanif&ﬂﬁgs\dﬂlﬂizgmq>ﬁmecﬁ,jﬂgmmusmﬂ
supported by his peers, the other members., Beginning with the introductory comments, (unless they are
mmqnhzmgthagmq:ﬂ>ﬂn:utumja1afowasL The facilitator should discourage judgements by
other members or immediate "advice" and encourage the sharing of similar experiencesx and related
feelsings., RIhe work of the facilitaotr, the, is to manage the process of the group interaction, not
tosmveasthaa¢at,ﬂrnnimacx'%msermmh"

Bn1mmhzssmaﬂdeupxﬁmaaﬂnnrom1aﬂfwunhimmughtmerexiﬁngamlghﬁgtflnmuﬂ.amgnt
to one another around the topic of the group. The facilitator should pay attention to the listening
mnhzs(nnha'ﬂnnahaﬁ;ﬁermmhu‘dxaﬂ;uﬂkhg)to;ﬂdcupontnnﬂmrhﬂ.nxctknsthm:omﬂdte
encouraged to be verbalized and lead to the bonding of muitual support. The hanest experession of
nqptWeamlgsﬂiwaandalduﬂdbeaﬂnwﬂlwthaﬁnﬂiumm'mﬂ,ifatau.gaﬁhb,sqpxuﬂ
by other members rather than "taken care of" by the facilitator. As a practical metter, the
facilitator should ask the group if any of them have had similar experiences ar similar feelings to
thneennexaibyanaﬂertoemxumgetmsxnmmﬂtnmﬁanlsqpmt.

Mmhasshaﬂdlawethegnnpwﬂhaasmsaofaanuﬂﬂhnmm,cknaes;ﬂaoﬂermmbms,amluuha
sense that the process of mitual support is an ongoing one that can continue infarmally as friends,
etc. in between meetings. A scheduled ending time usually requires the facilitator to wind up the
group when there seems to be so mxch left to do. Asking members to share what they got from the group
hﬂu;bﬁngittnzaumﬁmtdﬂechxe,dﬂomsnxqmﬁja1ofum3ntheibuﬁn&szrﬂtmpxtmﬁia;ﬂr
the facilitator to encourage informal networking.

ﬂr:SBME’kgmxﬂﬁsyau‘afajlﬂnurs'tnﬁnﬁ@1nq;amwhae:mmhrsin&rexaihn:ﬂrxgxﬂmaﬂ
in facilitating could spend a Saturday learning besic techmiques and practicing them in mock groups.
Apprenticeships for several times before facilitating a group on their own is a good idea for breaking
in new facilitators. So too is regular comamicating, evaluation and feedback fram facilitators in
order to trouble-shoot a wide variety of problems, including members who require more intensive
aeAm«nehdp.dnm;sintmgks,daqmnhgofﬂxhﬁmnstohmﬂhaqzdalpnﬁhmsanln:ndmam
of new facilitators who seem to emerge as matural "co-facilitatars” of groups.
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BYLAWS

0r THE

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA GAY FATHERS

ARTICLE 1. NAME AND QFFICE

1.1. The name of this organization shall be: San Francisco Bay Area Gay
Fathers.

1.2, The principal office shall be in San Francisco County, California.

ARITCLE 2. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

2.1. The San Francisco Bay Area Gay Fathers is a non-profit organ-
jzation whose primary purpose is to provide a supportive environment to
fathers who are gay-oriented, by providing assistance to gay men in
building a positive self-image and by supporting them in their endeavors
to be loving and responsible fathers.

2.2, The organization shall deal with issues involving parenthood,
co-parenting, child development, and gay life-styles, including but not
limited to legal problems, custody, visitation, separation, divorce,
adoption and social needs.

2.3. The organization shall obtain, compile, and disseminate educa-
tional and cther information related to parenting issues, especially as

they pertain to the gay connunity.

2.4, The organization shall provide assistance to similar groups in
other locaticns, especizlly to those in the process of organizing.

2.5. The organization shall promote broader understanding of alter-
native parenting concerns within the general community.

2.6. The organization shall be specifically empowered to do the
following in support of its purposes:

A. Solicit and receive grants, contributioas, gifts and/or
loans.

B. Hold benefits, functions, and other fund-raising events.

Cc. Join coalitions, federations, and other local and national
groups consistent with the organization's purpose.
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ARTICLE 3. MEMBERSHIP

3.1. The San Francisco Bay Area Gay Fathers is based upon individual
memberships. There shall be two categories of membership with the
following qualifications:

A. Regular (Voting) Member: Any father or male legal guardian
who is gay-oriented or any other gay-oriented male deemed by the
Steering Cormittee to have a substantial fathering role in the
life of a child.

B. Associate (Non-Voting) Member: The male lover or companion
of a regular member not otherwise qualified for regular member-
ship, or any gay-oriented individual who is actively preparing to
assume a fathering role.

c. The Steering Committee shall be empowered to confer honorary
associate memberships upon individuals or organizations which have
made significant contributions to the organization or its purposes.

3.2. Only Regular Members and their guests and Associate Members shall
be entitled to attend the organization's meetings, except that newcomers
may attend two meetings prior to submitting a membership application.

3.3. Membership shall become effective as of the first regular meeting
following the approval by the steering committee of an application and
payment of dues.

3.4. All mecbers whose dues are paid as of the date of ratification of
these Bylaws shall become Regular Members of the organization and shall
be entitled to retain regular membership thereafter.

ARTICLE 4. MEMBERSHIP DUES

4.1, The dues of the organization shall be as follows:
Regular: $15/year $10/semi-annual (August—December)
Associate: $10/year $5/seni-annual (August-December)
4,2, The Steering Committee shall propose any changes to the schedule
in 4.1., which must be approved by a pajority of the Regular Members

present and voting at a regular meeting.

ARTICLE 5. VOTING RIGHTS

5.1. Regular Hembers in good standing may vote, each individual having
one vote.
5.2. Members must vote in person except when an absentee ballot is

provided in advance by the Steering Committee.

5.3. Upon a Call for Eligibility by any Regular Member, the Steering
Cormittee shall determine the eligibility of the member to vote.
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ARTICLE 6. OFFICERS

6.1. Titles: The organization shall have nine officers who shall be
known collectively as the Steering Committee. The Officers shall
consist of the following: President, Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer, Librarian, Program Coordinator, Special Events Coordinator,
Communications Coordinator and the immediate past President who shall be
non-voting ex-officio.

6.2. Steering Committee: The Steering Committee shall conduct the
business of the organization, propose the general policies and direction
of the organization to the membership, coordinate the regular monthly
meetings, and plan special functions.

6.3. Eligibility and Term of Office: All officers shall have been
Regular Members in good standing for at least three months prior to
their election. No office may be filled by the same individual for more
than two consecutive terms.

6.4. Five officers of the Steering Coumittee shall constitute a quorum.
6.5. Elections:

A Yopinations will be cpened at the October meeting.
“ominations received will be published in the October
newsletcer. Additional nominations will be accepted from the
floor at the November meeting.

B. Officers shall be elected at the regular November meeting
for one-year terms beginning January 1 of the following year.

C. Voting will be by secret ballot. Election shall be by
majority vote. Should no candidate receive a majority of votes
cast, a runcff electicn between the two leading candidates shall
be hLeld.

6.6. Resignation or Removal: Any cfficer may resign at any time by
delivering a written resignation to the President or Secretary, which
shall be presented to the membership at the next regular meeting./-.-\.ny~1
officer who misses three consecutive ronthly Steering Cocmittee meetings
unless such absences are excused by the President shall be deemed to
have resigned his position. Any officer may be removed at any time for
cause, by a vote of two-thirds of the regular Members at a regular
meeting, provided that notice of the propeosed removal is mailed to all
Regular members two weeks in advance and provided that such officer is
given opportunity to speak on his own behalf prior to any vote.

6.7. Vacancies: Any vacancy shall be £illed for the remainder of the
annual term by a majority vote of the Steering Committee.
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6.8. Duties:

President: The President shall preside over all general meetings of the
organization as well as meetings of the Steering Committee; shall
establish committees with the advice of the Steering Committee; shall
appoint all committee chairman;shall be ex-officio member of all
committees; shall be the official spokesman of the organization; shall
provide direction to the jndividual Steering Committee members in their
duties under these Bylaws; shall designate additional duties as
required; shall provide overall editorial approval of the monthly
newsletter; shall sign major correspondence; shall co-sign checks in
excess of an amount to be determined by the Steering Committee; shall
sign contracts and legal documents; and shall otherwise perform the
duties of the chief executive officer.

Vice-President: The Vice-President shall perform all the duties of the
President in his absence or incapacity; shall serve as permanent
Chairman of the Fund-Raising Couzmittee; and shall perform other such
duties as prescribed.

Secretary: The Secretary shall take and maintain accurate minutes of
meetings; shall maintain all organizational records; shall provide
notices or correspondence requested by the President or Steering
Committee; shall maintain and distribute every six months a roster of
paid-up members; and shall perform other duties as prescribed.

Treasurer: The Treasurer shall keep all records of accounts, receipts,
and disburserents, and any other financial information required for the
completion of State and Federal reports; shall sign routine disbursements
up to an amount determined by the Steering Committee; shall collect dues
from all members; shall provide the Steering Committee at its February
meeting a proposed annual budget for submission to the general membership
no later than the March monthly meeting; and shall perform other duties
as prescribed.

Program Coordinator: The Program Coordinator shall be responsible for
planning the content and organization of monthly membership meetings;
shall develop tentative agendas for advance Steering Committee approval;
shall recruit facilitators and speakers; shall maintain a program
resources file; and shall perform other duties as prescribed.

Special Events Ccordinator: The Special Events Coordinator shall serve
as the organization's liaison with other community groups and coordinate
the organization's participation in community events; shall coordinate
fund-raising events with the Vice-President and Treasurer; shall plan
special events for members and children; shall develop an annual
calendar of special events and supporting budget for the Steering
Committee to present to the mecbership; and shall perform other duties
as prescribed. )
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Librarian: The Librarian shall maintain the organization's resources
library and coordinate acquisition and circulation of materials related
to the organization's purpose; shall serve as the organization's
historian-archivist; and shall perform other duties as prescribed.

Communications Coordinator: The Communications Coordinator shall be
responsible for assembling, editing, producing, and distributing the
monthly newsletter; shall coordinate all public information and media
coverage for and about the organization; shall prepare announcements for
the bulletin board; shall be responsible for any membership yearbook;
and shall perform other duties as prescribed.

ARITCLE 7. MEETINGS

7.1. The regular membership meetings will be held monthly at a time
and place designated by the Steering Committee. Notice shall be
provided in the monthly newsletter.

7.2. The Steering Committee shall meet monthly at a time and place
designated by the President.

7.3. The Annual !eeting shall be the Novermber monthly meeting.
7.4. Meetings shall be conducted according to Roberts' Rules of Order.

ARTICLE 8. AMENDMENTS

8.1. Amendments to these Bylaws shall be considered only at the
February, June, and Octpber meetings.

8.2. Anendments pay be proposed by the Steering Committee or by a
petition of 20 regular members subnitted to the Steering Cocmittee one
month prior to a regular meeting at which amendments may be considered.
The proposed amendment shall be published in the newsletter prior to a
meeting when amendments will be considered.

8.3. Amendments will require approval by two-thirds of the Regular
Members present.

ARTICLE 9. RATIFICATION

9.1. These Bylaws shall become effective upon ratification by a
majority vote of the Regular Members present and voting at a regular
meeting.
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THE BUDGET
by Dick Sharpnak

'IhebudgetoftheS.F.G.A.G.F.isthepicun'eofsperﬂjngaxﬂimmeweseeatmebegimj:gofeadl
year, Tt is a flexible budget that responds to unexpected expenses or lack of income.

WAYS WE RATISE MONEY:

1. Yearly membership dues ~ $15 for singles, $25 for couples.

2. $2 to $5 door charge at our monthly potluck dimners.

3. Two garage sales each year.

4, Fund raiser in conjunction with Gay \pride week.

5. Bake sale in conjunction with local health fair.

6. Sale of "Gay Fa " T-ghirts.

SUGGESTIONS:
Thasmgmtafﬂncmtuenamemhn)ﬁlﬁméﬁﬁskgisreussuyifsmnﬁnggmﬂsanaﬂ:hamx.
A strong fund-raising committee will support membership involvement.

Fund-raising events should be scheduled prior to major expenditures. You will know then if you have
the mney to spend.

THE OOMPUIYR AND THE GAY FATHFRS
by Partick Lane

The SFBAGF uses an IBM PC to menage its memberhsip lists. The computer offers an excellent way to
maintain the list acamrately and efficiently. However, the accuracy and efficiency of this operation
depends on a close and constant commmication between the secretary and the computer father. Without
this comunication there will be camplaints from father who are on the mailing list who have paid their
dues and are not receiving the newsletter. This implies the same close comnmmication link between the
treasurer and computer father also. The computer serves as the central clearing house for much
important information relating to the membership and also to the organmization itself.

Although the SFBAGF Steering Committee meetings are open to all members, some organizations may have
closed meetings. In this case the meetings should always be open to the computer father so that he can
have his input and provide a basic understanding of what the compter needs to operate best. Even
though most of us know something about computers it is still difficult and sometimes amzing what they
can do and can be used for. This understanding does not came about by magic. Someone always has to
instruct this machine on what to do and how to do it.

Another very important contribution of the computer father is the continuity that he provides under
changing leadership. If an organization uses the same computer father from year to year, a way of
operating is established that gives contimity to the records and organization of the group. Be aware
that any major changes in your system may take considerable time to debug.
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SFBAGF has a few members that are not "out'. In these cases they are not listed on any listing that
goes out to the members. Once a year the members receive a roster of the fathers listed with addresses
mﬂmmmmm.mmmnWMW@Maawﬂmmmmammam&ﬁmmmmﬂmmw
contacted during the day.

SFBAGF has also begun a second listing based an a questionaire that was mailed out with our membership
letter in Jammry. This listing will be available to those who have similar interest and desire. The
Steering Committee will be in charge of handling this information and it will mot be sent to the
membership due to the mature of the information. The Survey was designed by one of the fathers who
w@mwmwmwmmmh.&@eﬁ&h@@m&muxmmmusnmmxmmmﬁwn
but it contains information of a more confidential and personal mature.

The membership list contains a space for the inclusion of members children with their ages. (In arder
to sort the names chronalogically be sure to put the year first, followed by the month, and lastly the
day of the month.) We intend to send birthday cards to the children at some point, Mearwhile the
listing of children is used primarily during the sumer time to find out what fathers and which
children can share outings together. Since the children can be sorted according to age, fathers with
similarly aged children can be put into contact with ane another.

The software used in our mailing list is dBASE ITI. Although this is for all practical purposes a
programming language there are usually those around organizations who are camrrently using it or some
other camplete database program that will fill the bill. Since dBASE IT is so popular the actuel
program for printing our mailing list has been included.

The actual structure of the database is included below. The number of characters in the fields is
jmportant as they relate to the printed listing program. A 'C" in the "TYPE" colum indicates that the
informtion entered into that field is " ter”, the "N means that the data input is mmerical.
(Phone mumbers and date are considered "character” because they will not have mathematical fundtions
performed on them, The database structure is as follows:
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The databse contains 16 fields far the input of informatiom. The alpha field is simply the last name
first, last name second. This field is included mostly to meke a printed list easy to read and to
assistwithprimﬁ.ngtlnlistalphabetica]ly. By using this field a report can be marrower on a page
and the last name and first name are closer together. The "PHOOI" field is merely the second phone
mmber. The "CHILD#' fields begin with the child's birthday so that the children can be sorted
according to age as was mentioned above. The "LTRSENT" field keeps track of how meny letters have been
sent to names on the list. The "STATUS" field is used to categorize members. For example "a" refers
toaStseringQ:m:‘Ltbee}bnber,"d"re.ferst:oamrberutnlns;nidd\mﬂﬁsyear,"g"ismedfor
members who were active last year but not this year. 'Dﬁsgivesmtheabﬂitytosmdperscmlized
letters to these people trying to get them back into the active category. " is used for inactive
mnher(nanbersmtpayingd\mfottwormeyears)and"s"ismedforacategoryofspecial
friends of the SFBAGF who would like to receive the newsletter., The status field prints out
al;iabeﬁca]lymﬂenaﬂinglist.'ﬂns,the"a"forSteering(hnnitteemanst}atﬂ)isgtmpwillbe
prim:edoutfirst,"d"\dﬁ.chistheamtactivemﬂaersprintsmtsecmdarﬁsofarth.'lhe
fo]lowingisasanp]eof}wan‘mﬂjnglistlooks. The nanes of the Steering Committee are correct
gince they are listed elsewhere in this document. A1l other names have been changed since we dont't
give our listing out to non-members.

SAN FRANCISOD BAY ARFA GAY FATHERS June 2, 1985
STEERING OOMMITTEE

Lastname Firstname Address City ST Zip Phone -1 Phone - 2
Graham Steve 774 Joost Averme San Francisco CA 94127 (415) 584-0586 (415) 922-5438
Hopkins  Henry 3960 B 18th Street San Francisco CA 94114 (415) 621-7052

Huot Jean{ouis 1335 Clay, #2 San Francisco CA 94109 (415) 474-0657 (415) 864-3529
Jones Rill B-61 Issaqush Dock Sausalito CA 94965 (415) 332-2270

Lane Patrick 2475 1%th Sen Francisco CA 94116 (415) 564-6834 (415) 681-1033
Lowe Cliff 1285 El Qurtola Boulevard Walmit Creek CA 94595 (415) 932-2157

Messer Jotn 3540 Monterrey Blvd. Oakland CA 94619 (415) 841-6500 (415) 530-9330
Roberts John K. 2525 Stuart Street, #01 Berkeley CA 94705 (415) 848-3416

Schultz  Ronald 78 Buchanan, #203 San Francisco CA 94102 (415) 861-3276 (415) 563-3444
Sharpnack Dick 872 Walker Ave. #4 (Qakland CA 94610 (415) 835-2054

THERE ARE 10 1IN THIS CATHIRY

ACTIVE MEMBERS who have paid dues this year

lastname Firstname Address City STZip Phone -1 Phone - 2
Agamermon  Mike 2436 Belden Avenme Redwood City CA 94963 (415) 363-3555
Andrews  Zoltan 450 Buchwald, #A San Francisco CA 94132 (415) 455-5959
Barry Bob PO Box 4567 San Francisco CA 94326 (415) 345-8675
Belchwin Lane 145 Portsmith Drive, #56 San Francisco CA 94151 (415) 233-5467

'DmefouadngisﬂedBASE]Iprogran]istjngﬂ]eprintt}eabovelist. The printer mst be capable of
printlSdzaratarsperimhinorderforthe]istmgtoﬁtmmB.Sbyllimhpieceofpaper. This
pitdmdnxldbeselectedbeforennﬁngtlnprogran.

SET' TALK CGEF
ERASE

SET PRINT (N
SET MARGIN TO 11
SET PRINT CFF
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ACCFPT 'ENTER THE DATE' TO DATE
ANCEPT "WHAT DATABASE WILL YOU BE USING' TO USE
MEHT'DISTMEDMNMSEMEDTOBEIMEED(ﬁm)'ﬂ)ﬂMEX
USE &8JSE
IF 1(INDEX) = 'Y’
9 'Presently indexing the database'
DEE(QJQIREHUHA“)DUN
USE &USE INDEX ININ
BSE
USE &USE INDEX ININ
BDIF
SET PRINT (N
7 'SAN FRANCISOD BAY ARFA GAY FATHERS',DATE
?
SICRE 1 TO PAGE
SICRE 2 TO LINES
DOWHHE.NJLHF
IF STATUS =
7 'STEERING CCMMITTEE!
?'hnmmme Firstname  Address
City ST Zip Phone - 1 Phane ~ 2'

9 1

STORE LINES+3 TO LINES

INDIF

IF STATUS = 'd'

?'MEBEP@MERSwh:hne;nmiduﬁ;ﬁusy&m
? 'Lastname Firstname  Address ;
City ST Zip Phone - 1 Phone - 2!

91

-

SIORE LINES+3 TO LINES

ENDIF
IF STATUS =
'IMKTDEDEMERSwh)uxeadnwakmty&n
?'hxxmmn Firstname  Address :
'mq ST Zip Phone - 1 Phone ~ 2!
?
;
SICRE LINES+3 TO LINES
BNDIF
IF STATWS = 'i'
9 "INACTIVE MEMBERS who were active over one year ago'
?'bﬁxmme Firstname  Address ;
City ST Zip Phone - 1 Phone - 2'
91
) 1
SIRE LINES+3 TO LINES
BENDIF

STORE LINES+1 TO LINES

STORE STATUS ‘TO MSTAT

STORE 0 TO COUNT

IO WHILE MSTAT=STATUS ,AND. .NOT. EOF

7 LSTAE,' ', FSTNAE, ' ', ADIRESS, " *,CITY, STATE, ZIP, ' ', PHONE;
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’| "H_mr

SICRE LINES+1 TO LINES
SIORE QOUNT+1 TO (OUNT

IF LINES > 54

SICRE O TO LINES

EJECT

STORE PAGE+1 TO PAGE

? 'SFBAGF ', TRIM(DATE)

? 'PAGE ', TRIM(STR(PAGE, 2))
l’

7 "Lastname Firstname  Address :
City ST Zip Phone - 1 Phone - 2'

9'

) H

?

STORE LINES+6 TO LINES

BDIF

SIP

ENIDO

f’

? "THERE ARE ',TRIM(SIR(COINT,3))," IN THIS CATEGORY'
°

?

STORE LINES+4 TO LINES

ENODO

SET PRINT CGFF

SET TALX ON

CANCEL

'Ihefo]lom'ngisa]istmgforttedBASEHprogrant}atpﬁntsamlabe]smﬂreeﬂpcmtjmmsfom
labels. (The "escape codes" refer to the Epson mx-100 printer and will need to be changed if amother
printer is used.)

SET TAIK GFF

SET PRINT (N

? QR(27HAR(8IHAR(120)

? GR(27:CR(71)

? QR(27HCR(69)

? QGR(27+'CHaR(72)

SET PRINT CGFF

SET EJECT GFF

SEI' FORMAT TO PRINT

SIRE T TO SET

SIRE 1 TO LINE

AQCEPT "WHAT DATABASE DO YOU WANT TO USE' TO IBASE
AQCEPT "WHAT INDEX TO YOU WANT TO USE' TO INDEX
USE B:&IBASE INDEX B:&INDEX

LOCATE FOR STATUS = 'a' .(R. STATUS = 'd' .OR. STATUS = 'X' .OR. STATS = 'X'
DO WHILE .NOT.HOF

SIRE $(FSINAME, 1,20)~(' '+$(LSINAME,1,20)) TO NAML
STORE ADIRESS TO ADDL

STORE $(CITY,1,20)(", "+$(STATE,1,2))<(" '+$(zIP,1,5)) TO CIT1
STORE LTRSENT+1 TO LIRSENT

QaNT
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SIORE $(FSINAME, 1,20)-(" "+$(LSDNAME, 1,20)) TO NAMD
STORE. AITRESS TO ADD2

STORE. $(CITY, 1,20)(", "+$(STATE,1,2))(" "+$(ZIP,1,5)) TO CIT2
STORE LTRSENT+1 TO LTRSENT

QINT

STORE $(FSINAME, 1,20)(" '+$(LSINA'E, 1,20)) TO NAM3
SICRE AIXRESS TO ADIB

STORE. $(CITY, 1,20)(", “+$(STATE,1,2))=(" "+$(ZIP,1,5)) T0 CIT3
STORE LTRSENT+1 TO LIRSENT

STORE TRIM(NAML) TO NAML

STORE TRIM(NAM2) TO NAM2

STORE TRIM(NAM3) TO NAM3

STORE TRIM(ADDL) TO ADDL

STORE TRIM(ADDZ) TO ADD2

SIORE. TRIM(ATDS) TO ADDS

@ LINE,2 SAY ' !

STORE LINE+1 TO LINE

IF SET

WATT

SIORE F TO SET

BNDIF

@ LINE,2 SAY NAMI

@ LINE,38 SAY NAM2

@ LINE, 74 SAY NAM3

SIORE LINE+1 TO LINE

@ LINE,2 SAY ADDL

@ LINE, 38 SAY ADI2

@ LINE, 74 SAY ADD3

STORE LINE+l TO LINE

@ LINE,2 SAY CITL

@ LINE,38 SAY CIT2

@ LINE, 74 SAY CIT3

STORE LINE+l TO LINE

@ LINE,1 SAY ' !
?

?

SICRE LINE+2 TO LINE

IF LINE >69

SICRE 1 TO LINE

ENDIF

QINT

ENDDO

If you would like to have a copy of these programs on disk or sent by modem to ane of your members
pknsaﬂflaneU)cﬂlEhuidchmeat(MB)S&L&E%.
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THE 1AW AND THE, PROFITS: WHAT LEGAL STATUS KR YOUR CRGANIZATION?
by Dave Wharton

Ianagayfathersandalawyerspecia]izinginrnmofitm'ganim' . My experiences, good and bad,
withmnpmfitandommmityserviceorgmﬁmtimscanbeammdmdandmtly: incorporate as a
nonprofit and obtain federal and state tax-exempt status as quickly as possible.

Ifywaremtinmrporate,thelawsofyun'stateregulateyun'e:dstemeinvayﬂntyoumymtlmu
of; in fact, ﬂmeregtﬂatimmycmseymavoidablepmblms. Fathers groups are unincorporated
associations until they act to be otherwise.

Benefits of incorparation are:

1) protection from personal liability for officers and members; and
2) ease of doing business with other intities: banks, phone company, landlord, insurance
company, post office.

you,

After incorparation, tlngrwprmdstodmftbylaws,\tﬁ.chareintenalmlaofopemﬁmforme
corporation dealing with officers, meetings, elections, financial accountsbility, and the means for
exercising various corporate powers.

Next step is to obtain Sec. 501(c)(3) tax exempt status from the IRS. Obtain IRS form 1023 and review
it for requirements. 'Dﬁsstamsumrsﬂatimorpomtedfaﬂmersgtmpsgmemny;aymtmcmimme
and that all contributions are tax-deductible to the donor (with some exceptions). This 501(c)(3)
Smwﬂmﬁatmﬁvefmmrpmadasmﬂfanﬂadmpotmﬁanymlaﬂsmpmtmﬂegroup,
fﬁmmia]lyoriﬂdmumlghspaceuse,suﬂis.hlnarydevelomt,mﬁnme. Donations could
even be chameled to the group through United Way's donor option plan!

InGaJit'omia,F&mﬂﬁse'lthmrdfmmBS(Dsetﬂesmgefortax-amptstaw&ﬂEStateleveL
Similar procedures exist in other States.

Articles of Incorporation, by]aws,fomlOZietc..etc.-thepapennrkmyseaneﬂla,mtit'sthe
I@quxﬁmlmtofdisastermevmdm,mﬂitwiﬂpaydivideﬂsmmmersymraftayear. My
short, sweet recommendation is: DO IT NOW! If you need legal assistance I'd be glad to help, Please
feel free to call me at (415) 648-4440,

THF. CALENDAR
by Bill Jones

msmm@nawuﬁiﬁmfmﬂnmmm@dmmmmmgeﬂmfw
their first meeting in Jamary. ﬂnynetforaﬁxllBtnmdayamiplmmedﬁ‘eca]aﬂarfortlemtﬁre
year. KlmﬂcmlaﬁarpagesforaﬂlZmﬂsampassedwttoeadioamﬁtteemnber. The main
podmksmepariledmwiﬂlspedalmtemkmofﬁmerfaingmdanl}nljdays. Steering Committee
m,mnmm@,mw,mfmmm,mmm.
Mﬂmw,mm,mmmm,mmmyﬂemydﬂemmmmted



and planned for the upcaming year.

The secretary then compiles the dates and copies then for the Steering Committee and for the
newsletter,

ﬂmeﬁﬂkmﬁ@iseasmﬂecﬁ<neofomrmmﬂﬂy<zkm¢usfnm the newsletter.

SPECTAL EVENTS CALENDAR

JIN 2 GENFRAL MPETING AND FOTLICX DINNER - 1ST CONGREGATICNAL

SUNDAY GﬂKH,KETAM)WEU@SHEBS,SMQH%MHSD.SEEDBHE

5 FOR POTLUCK DINNER ASSIGNMENTS. THE SOCIAL HOUR FR ALL
MEMBERS BEGINS AT 5 PM WITH DINNER AT 6 PM.

JIN 4 WKLY SUPFORT GROUP - AT THE HOME OF ED KENT, 1050

TUES DOLORES STREET, BEIWEEN 23RD AND 24TH STREEIS. PHINE

7:30PM 641-8146, WE MAY HAVE VISITING GAY FATHERS FROM OTHER
AREAS AT THIS MEETING.

JUN 6 STFFRING QOMMITTEE MEETING — AT THE HME OF HENRY

THUR HOPKINS, 3960B 18TH STRFET , BEIWEEN NOE AND SANCHEZ.

7:30PM PHONE — 621-7052. PROMPINESS IS APPRECIATED SO PLEASE
NOTE THAT CASTRO PARKING IS DIFFICULT.

JIN 8 HOUSFROAT COCKTATL PARTY — A FUNDRAISER AT THE HOUSEBOAT

SAT OF BILL JONES, B-61 ISSAQUAH DOCX, SAUSALITO. TEN

8M DOLLARS ATMISSICN. CALL BILL AT 332-2270 IF YOU NEXD
DIRECTIONS.

JN 9 SUNDAY POTLIXX BRINCH — AT THE HOUSFBOAT OF BILL JONES,

SUNDAY SAISALTTO . PLEASE SIGN UP FOR THIS SOCIAL EVENT AT THE

11AM MONTHLY POTLIXK ON JINE 2\D, (R CALL BILL AT 332-2770 (R

TO 2M JOHN MESSER AT 841-6500.

JIN 11 WEFKLY SUPFCRT GRODP - SEE JINE 4TH

JON 17 NEWSLETTFR DEATILINE - SEND INFORMATIQN TO JOHN ROBEKTS,

MINDAY 2525 STUART STREET #401, BERKELEY, 94705, PHNE
848-3416.

JIN 18 WEEKLY SUPRORT GROP - SEE JINE 4TH

JN 20 MEETING KR FATHERS (F TERNS - AT THE HOME OF JOIN

THR MESSFR, 3540 MONTEREY ELVD., OAKLAND. PLEASE CALL JCOHN

T AT 841-6500 TO RSVP.

JIN 25 WEFKLY SUPPORT GROLP — SEE JINE 4TH

JIN 27 OVER 45 FORIM AND NEWSLETTFR MATLING BEE - AT THE HME
THR OF HENRY HOPKINS, 3960B 18TH STREET, BEIWEEN NOE AND
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SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
GAY FATHERS

P.O. Box 31622, San Francisco, CA 94131

GRAPHICALLY SPEAKING
by Bill Jones

Apict:n‘eISworthatlnmdwords! Loock at our letterhead for instance, you get the idea
immediately. T&nmmm,affectimatewimmchoﬂlerarﬂmmningﬂniroffspdng. BUT not good
enough for us. Thedmﬂdmdomta]sorepresmtarteangersarﬂmeﬁgnmarebegimﬁngm
remind us of shadows on cement after a muclear bomb blast. So Cal Anderson has improved our image with
an inproved logo. See it on the following page.

Weneededavaytotlnnkmrvolmteerofficersamiotherfaﬂmsvtnpm:insomx:ht:ime.er.ergy,and
ta]mtforarorgaxﬁzatﬁm.Notjustwordsorflmemﬂntsomfadewithmmry. Something they
would be proud to hang on their walls. Samtlﬁngtorefr&xﬂnirfee]ingsofaffectimintleyears
to come, Idsig:xed,withthelnlpofa]ay—wtan:ist,thacertificateofapprec:iatimincltﬂedin
this book. It does three things, actually. Qe,itﬂmﬂcssmmxeinpardcﬂarfaraparticﬂarjob
well done, 'I\n,itbecmmam&mgaofgoodwill\tmuemeitmtlnnkﬂtprint,radio,orw
media for a job that is sympathetic to our cause. And third, it encourages others in our group to
volunteer for jobs.

A brochure for our group is MOST important. We hand it out at fairs and mail if out to answer
inquiries. Itmsttnveagraphicappealaswellasbeingcaniseaxﬂinformtive.

Toronto is ahead of us with an idea. 'Dmeyareprodu:ingapostarabthayFaﬁnrstoputupinﬂ)e
bars, etc. That should open the doors for many new members. We are following in their footsteps.
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GAY FATHERS BIBLIOGRAPHY

ARTICLES FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA GAY FATHERS GROUP
Department L

P.0O. Box 31622

San Francisco, CA 94131

BIBLIOGRAPHY CATEGORIES

. Children's Viewpoint
. Church Issues

Gay Adoption

. Gay Parenting

. Gay Step-Parenting
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. Homosexual Husbands
. Legal Issues
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ARTICLES AVAILABLE FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA GAY FATERS GROUP

The San Francisco Bay Area Gay Fathers, as part of our Library, have gathered this
group of articles, which we have found most useful on topics relating to gay

parenting.

If you wish to be sent a copy of an artile, you can fill out the order form below.

The Articles cost $1.00 each (unless otherwise noted).
Outside USA and Canada, please add $5.00 for additional postage.

for xeroxing, handling and postage.

Please use USA funds only.
These charges are

PLEASE SEND A COPY OF THE ARTILCES CHECKED BELOW TO:

Name :

I have enclosed: $

SFBGF
PO Box 31622, Dept. L
San Francisco, CA 94131

Send to:
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Church Issues
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Gay Parenting
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BURKE, Robert, "Afterwords: Whose Child Cries", Castro Times, January, 1984, p.7.
CRITTENDEN; Danielle,'Dad Left Mom for a Man',The Toronto Sun, Sunday, July 25, 1982,

deTHUIN, Richard, "What Did You Do In the Good Fight, Daddy?", The Connection (New
York), Vol. 3, # 14, Jun 13-27, 1984, Section 1, p. 21.

DONAHUE,Phi1, "The Children of Gays', The Phil Donahue Show Transcript, WGN-TV,
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GREENE, R., "Sexual Identity of 37 Children Raised by Homosexual or Transsexual
Parents', American Journal of Psychiatry, 1978, Vol. 135, pp. 692-697.
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ARTICLES AVAILABLE FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA GAY FATERS GROUP

The San Francisco Bay Area Gay Fathers, as part of our Library, have gathered this
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SFBGF
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Sunday * December 10th, 2000 « Ipm-4pm
Yerba Buena Bowling Center ¢ 750 Folsom St. « SF

JOIN US TO HAVE FUN AND TO RAISE IMIONEY FOR
COLAGE BAY AREA PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES!

BOWL FOR PLEDGES ¥ SPONSER A BOWLER ¥ ULTRA QOOL PRIZES!!

id0 OGNV 0SZ: - 0SZ¢-00k

» For More info Contact COLAGE
415-861-KIDS (5437) or email jude@colage.org

Pledge Form Inside!

X (WYH90Hd HIIMOG-V-HOCSNQdAS MIN X

Check Out our Website! www.colage.org
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